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By the later years of the war, the need for manpower within the Confederate forces became so great that military 
academy cadets were compelled to fight in pitched battle. The most famous of the instances occurred on May 15, 
1864 when 257 cadets from VMI helped turn back a Federal Army under General Franz Siegel at the Battle of New 
Market. Ten cadets were killed during the engagement, which Brigadier-General Imboden describes below. Cadets 
from SCMA and GMI also distinguished themselves in fighting at the Battles of Tulifinny and Resaca respectively, 
while the corps of cadets from the University of Alabama contributed in smaller skirmishes during the latter 
campaigns of the war. 
 
Every moment the conflict became more desperate. There was one six-gun battery on elevated ground west of the 
turnpike that was particularly destructive in its fire upon Breckinridge’s infantry, and he decided to dislodge or 
capture it. Its position was directly in front of Smith’s 62d regiment of my brigade and the Cadet Corps, and it fell to 
their lot to silence it by a charge in the very face of its terrible guns. The order to advance upon it was given by 
Breckinridge to Colonels Smith and Ship. It so happened that when they came to within about three hundred yards 
of the battery they had to cross a deep rocky gulch, grown up with scrub cedars, thorns and briers, and filled here 
and there with logs and old stumps. Many men had fallen before Smith and Ship had reached this gulch, but whilst 
in it they were sheltered by its banks. As it was difficult to get through, Smith and his veterans took their time, 
gaining thereby a slight breathing-spell before making the deadly run necessary to reach the hostile battery. The 
boys from the Military Institute were more agile and ardent than Smith’s veterans, and got out on the bank first. 
They suffered severely in the two or three minutes while Smith was getting the 62d out of the gulch, but still they 
kept their formation till the order was given to charge at “double-quick.” The work was then soon done. The guns 
were captured and also most of the gunners, who stood to them till overpowered. Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. Lincoln, 
of the 34th Massachusetts, was terribly wounded and fell into our hands. 
 
A wild yell went up when a cadet mounted a caisson and waved the Institute flag in triumph over it. The battery 
was taken, but at a fearful cost. Neither the 62d nor the cadets had suffered very much loss during the day till that 
terrible charge. Then the ground was soon strewn with their dead and wounded. The cadets lost 8 killed and 46 
wounded, out of 225. 
 
Colonel Smith went into action with about 550 men of the 62d. Seven of his ten captains fell between the gulch and 
the battery, four of whom were instantly killed and three crippled for life. He reported the next day the total 
casualties of his regiment at 241 officers and men killed and wounded; and nearly all these fell in passing over that 
deadly three hundred yards up “to the cannon’s mouth.” My recollection is distinct that the losses in killed and 
wounded of the 62d and the Cadet Corps constituted over one-half of the casualties of the day in the whole of our 
little army of about 4500 men. 
 
Source: Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Volume 4 (New York: The Century Co., 1884), 484. 
 


