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Document 12.7 “Report on SCMA Cadets” (1865) 
 
As the Federal Armies closed in around the Confederate stronghold of Charleston, home of the South Carolina 
Military Academy (SCMA), local commanders reluctantly called the South Carolina Corps of Cadets into service to 
protect the city. In December 1864, the cadets fought a brief but intense skirmish with Union troops at Tullifinny 
Creek near a critical railroad juncture. After a three hour-long battle with Federal troops, the cadets drove them 
from the field. Several cadets were wounded. The commander of the cadet detachment, Major James B. White, 
submitted this report, dated December 12, 1865, to the Chairman and Board of the SCMA, detailing the events of 
the campaign and the deportment of the cadets. 
 
On the 30th November (while the Citadel Cadets were in camp at Orangeburg, S. C.), I received an order from the 
Adjutant and Inspector General of South Carolina, through the Chairman, directing that I “proceed and report to 
the nearest Confederate General for service in the field.” At Branchville, orders were received from Governor 
Bonham changing the destination of the battalion to Charleston, on reaching which place I reported to Major 
General Samuel Jones commanding that Department. Captain P. Thomas here reported to me with the Arsenal 
Corps. The command was then fully organized…. 
 
On the evening of the 3rd of December, the Battalion was ordered to Coosawhatchie, on the Charleston and 
Savannah Railroad, but was stopped at Pocotaligo. 
 
December 6th, the enemy threatened the railroad by way of Gregory’s Point, and the Battalion was posted to 
protect Tulifinny trestle, but was afterwards ordered to attack the enemy, who was then engaged with our forces in 
front, on his right flank. These falling back, the order was countermanded and the command resumed its position 
on the railroad.  
 
December 7th, I was directed by Col. Edwards, of the 47th Regiment, Georgia Volunteers, to take Company “A” of 
the Battalion, with other troops, and advance upon the enemy in order to ascertain his exact position, and 
determine the propriety of attacking him with the forces at hand. 
 
The entire line of skirmishers soon became engaged with those of the enemy, but advanced steadily, driving them 
back upon their entrenchments, in front of which the line was halted, and after accomplishing all that was desired, 
fell back in perfect order. 
 
During this skirmish, which lasted about three hours, Company “B” relieved Company “A” (whose ammunition had 
become exhausted), so that the entire battalion became engaged. 
 
This was the first time the Battalion of Cadets met the enemy, but their conduct was such as to excite the 
commendation of the veteran troops by whose side they fought, and to call forth the approval of the commanding 
general as well as the colonel commanding the expedition. 
 
Every Cadet acted with conspicuous gallantry, and showed that the Academy had made him a thorough soldier for 
the battlefield. 
 
December 9th, the enemy advanced against our position, but as the attack was directed principally upon our right, 
and the Battalion being on left, it became only partially engaged… 
 
I would take this opportunity to express my obligations to the officers under my command for the zeal, ability, and 
alacrity with which they discharged their duties. Nor can I fail to call to your attention those young but noble sons 
of our State. Upon the battlefield, in camp, on the march, on picket, or working upon defences, they were ready for 
every emergency; manifesting at all times, and under the most trying circumstances, a manly and soldierly aspect, 
not finding fault with those in authority, but doing their duty cheerfully and well. 
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