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Document 13.1 Robert S. Newton, “Army Examination. Bad Teeth—Bad Practice, and Bad Arrangement of the 
Medical Department. Who Is To Blame? Who Can Save Our Young Men?” (1861) 
 
During the war, there was no love lost between sectarians (homeopaths and “eclectic” physicians were among the 
most organized and numerous) and allopaths, who were known for their tendency to favor drastic or “heroic” 
therapy—for example, bloodletting, inducing vomiting and defecation, and vigorous administration of harsh 
mineral drugs. Below, an eclectic physician attacks allopathic army surgeons. Sectarians wanted more of their 
members allowed into the military, so they tended to disparage the practices of allopaths. 
 
A man steals sixteen dollars, and he may be sent to the penitentiary for three years. The Allopathic physicians, with 
their calomel, arsenic and the lancet, are killing their fellow men by thousands, and yet they are not made to suffer 
any penalty. 
 
There is, morally, no difference between him who kills with the assassin’s knife, and he who kills with his poisonous 
medicaments.... 
 
The public, as well as the bigoted and self-inflated portion of the Allopathic doctors, have long since been taught by 
common sense and by the constant and successful teaching and practice of the Eclectic Medical profession, that 
such practice is not only wrong, but entirely unnecessary. 
 
We protest, in the name of humanity, against the imposition now practiced upon our volunteer soldiers in the 
regular service, that they should be shut up like pigs in a pen, and be by any seeming legal authority, thus 
slaughtered; while our volunteered soldiers, in private life, could not be induced to patronize this deadly practice, 
have now, because they have volunteered into the service for the war, to lose their individuality, and be forced to 
submit. This is wrong in every sense, and we now predict that if the present war should last twelve months, we will 
have to record one hundred deaths from common disease of the country and their treatment, to one killed in battle. 
 
Such errors in the medical department of every army should be reformed, and the men have some voice in the 
choice of their physicians. Until this is done, woe be to all who have the misfortune to be sick! 
 
Source: Eclectic Medical Journal 20, no. 6 (June 1861): 326–328. 
 


