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Document 13.2 “The Eclectic Practice of Medicine” (1862) 
 
Allopathic physician considered the sectarians to be quacks. The leaders in the Union and Confederate medical 
departments were allopaths and so were most physicians who were allowed into the military as surgeons. Below, 
an allopathic physician attacks eclectic practitioners. Such constant and acrimonious bickering among allopaths 
and sectarians about which group provided superior treatment eroded the image of physicians as trusted and 
knowledgeable caregivers during the war. The preexisting doubts that troops had about the abilities of surgeons 
were exploited by each faction, each with its own agenda to press. 
 
If there is one thing, more than any other, I detest, it is quackery in the profession and practice of medicine. I have 
the most profound abhorrence for all false pretenders, who claim to be making new discoveries in medicine and the 
healing art. It is quite immaterial what may be the pretention of the quack, we well know that his designs and 
efforts are to ignore and decry the allopathic system, as it is called, or the regular practice. 
 
What does the regular practice comprehend and embrace? I answer, it comprehends the only rational, safe, and 
true method of curing disease, which its remedies embrace both the vegetable and mineral kingdom. It is not 
limited, but includes all known remedies, and all that may come to the knowledge of man. Nature is its 
dispensatory; it discards nothing whereupon the visionary and skeptical can speculate.... 
 
I wish now to ask, what is the eclectic practice of medicine? It is nothing more, or less, than a dishonest, speculative 
scheme, to annihilate the regular practice of medicine, making the world believe it ancient and unsafe, and 
endeavoring to establish another system of practice upon the same basis. 
 
Source: J. F. N., “Correspondence,” Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal and Reporter 1, no. 11 (June 1862): 342–
343. 
 


