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Throughout the war and even afterwards, immigrant soldiers and veterans were targets of discrimination and 
scapegoating. In response, immigrant populations worked to combat anti-immigrant legislation, stereotypes and 
violence. In editorials and articles, they championed immigrant soldiers’ efforts in the major battles such as 
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. Scores of immigrant groups marked 4th of July celebrations by commemorating 
their countrymen’s service in the Civil War. And on December 8, 1863, in a well-received State of Union Address, 
Lincoln made the following remarks to Congress regarding the rights of recent immigrants to participate in the war 
and become naturalized citizens. 
 
Incidents occurring in the progress of our civil war have forced upon my attention the uncertain state of 
international questions touching the rights of foreigners in this country and of United States citizens abroad. In 
regard to some governments these rights are at least partially, defined by treaties. In no instance, however, is it 
expressly stipulated that in the event of civil war a foreigner residing in this country within the lines of the 
insurgents is to be exempted from the rule which classes him as a belligerent, in whose behalf the Government or 
his country can not expect any privileges or immunities distinct from that character. I regret to say, however, that 
such claims have been put forward, and in some instances in behalf of foreigners who have lived in the United 
States the greater part of their lives. 
 
There is reason to believe that many persons born in foreign countries who have declared their intention to become 
citizens, or who have been fully naturalized, have evaded the military duty required of them by denying the fact and 
thereby throwing upon the Government the burden of proof. It has been found difficult or impracticable to obtain 
this proof, from the want of guides to the proper sources of information. These might be supplied by requiring 
clerks of courts where declarations of intention may be made or naturalizations effected to send periodically lists of 
the names of the persons naturalized or declaring their intention to become citizens to the Secretary of the Interior, 
in whose Department those names might be arranged and printed for general information. 
 
There is also reason to believe that foreigners frequently become citizens of the United States for the sole purpose 
of evading duties imposed by the laws of their native countries, to which on becoming naturalized here they at once 
repair, and though never returning to the United States they still claim the interposition of this Government as 
citizens. Many altercations and great prejudices have heretofore arisen out of this abuse. It is therefore submitted 
to your serious consideration. It might be advisable to fix a limit beyond which no citizen of the United States 
residing abroad may claim the interposition of his Government. 
 
The right of suffrage has often been assumed and exercised by aliens under pretenses of naturalization, which they 
have disavowed when drafted into the military service. I submit the expediency of such an amendment of the law 
as will make the fact of voting an estoppel against any plea of exemption from military service or other civil 
obligation on the ground of alienage… 
 
While the demand for labor is much increased here, tens of thousands of persons, destitute of remunerative 
occupation, are thronging our foreign consulates and offering to emigrate to the United States if essential, but very 
cheap, assistance can be afforded them. It is easy to see that under the sharp discipline of civil war the nation is 
beginning a new life. This noble effort demands the aid and ought to receive the attention and support of the 
Government. 
 
Injuries unforeseen by the Government and unintended may in some cases have been inflicted on the subjects or 
citizens of foreign countries, both at sea and on land, by persons in the service of the United States. As this 
Government expects redress from other powers when similar injuries are inflicted by persons in their service upon 
citizens of the United States, we must be prepared to do justice to foreigners. If the existing judicial tribunals are 
inadequate to this purpose, a special court may be authorized, with power to hear and decide such claims of the 
character referred to as may have arisen under treaties and the public law. Conventions for adjusting the claims by 
joint commission have been proposed to some governments, but no definitive answer to the proposition has yet 
been received from any. 
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