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Document 18.2 A.B. Campbell, “To Joseph K. Barnes” (1862) 
 
In late 1861, Confederate Indian and white troops killed or captured many pro-Union Indians retreating toward 
Kansas. The surviving Union Indians in Kansas under Creek Chief Opothleyahola suffered tremendous hardships, as 
described in the following eyewitness report from a Union Army doctor to the Army Medical Director in Kansas. 
Chief Opothleyahola and many other refugee Indians died of diseases or hunger during the winter of 1861–62 in 
southern Kansas refugee camps. 
 
Headquarters Department of Kansas 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, February 5, 1862 
 
MAJOR; In compliance with instructions from Major General Hunter, contained in your order of the 22d ultimo, I left 
this place on the 22d and proceeded to Burlington, where I learned that the principal part of the friendly Indians 
were congregated, and encamped on the Verdigris river, near a place called Roe’s Fork, from twelve to fifteen miles 
south of the town of Belmont. I proceeded there without delay. By a census of the tribes taken a few days before 
my arrival, there was found to be of the Creeks, 3,168; slaves of the Creeks, 52; free negroes, members of the tribe, 
38; Seminoles, 777; Quapaws, 136; Cherokees, 50; Chickasaws, 31; some Kickapoos and other tribes, about 4,500 in 
all. But the number was being constantly augmented by the daily arrival of other camps and families. I met 
assembled together Kamtamechks, Talwamechks, Meichkootks, and Teslamakimaktla, all chiefs of the Creeks; 
Poskooak 1st and Gotza 2d, chiefs of the Seminoles; Tecumpta, a Chickasaw. From them I learned that a number, 
greater than were assembled, were scattered over the country at distances varying from 25 to 130 miles, and 
unable, for want of food and ponies, to come in; they were chiefly collected on the Cottonwood, Fall, and Walnut 
rivers. 
 
These friendly Indians had two fights with the Indians disposed to join the rebels, and had been victorious. Their 
enemies had received re-enforcements from the Texas Rangers, and had come upon them when they were 
celebrating a festival, and in this third contest were defeated, compelled to fly with little of nothing to support life 
or protect themselves from the severity of the weather, and are now endeavoring to exterminate all who are loyal 
to the government. 
 
It is impossible for me to depict the wretchedness of their condition. Their only protection from the snow upon 
which they lie is prairie grass, and from the wind and weather scraps and rags stretched upon switches; some of 
them had some personal clothing; most had but shreds and rags which did not conceal their nakedness; and I saw 
seven, varying in age from three to fifteen years, without one thread upon their bodies. Hogobofohyah 
[Opothleyahola], the 2d chief of the Creeks was sick with a fever—it is time he had received from Mr. Fuller 
blankets enough to keep him warm; but his tent (to give it that name) was no larger than a small blanket stretched 
over a switch ridge pole two feet from the ground, and did not reach it by a foot on either side of him. One or two 
of the lodges were better, all the rest worse than his. The boxes from the Chicago commission contained thirty-five 
comfortables or quilts, many of them only two feet, and two feet six inches wide, forty pairs of socks, three pairs of 
pantaloons, seven undershirts, and four pairs of drawers, a few shirts, pillows, and pillow-cases. I unpacked the 
things and piled them up in the wagon in parcels of the same kind of articles. I had the wagon driven round the 
margin of the woods; I walked through the woods and selected the nakedest of the naked, to whom I doled out the 
few articles I had, and when all was gone I found myself surrounded by hundreds of anxious faces, disappointed to 
find that nothing remained for them. The pillow-cases were the most essential articles next to food, for they were 
the only means that families had to receive their potions of the meal or flour furnished them. 
 
They are extremely destitute of cooking utensils and axes or hatchets; many can with difficulty get wood to make 
fires, either to warm themselves or to cook with, which, together with the want of cooking utensils, compels many 
of them to eat their provisions raw. They greatly need medical assistance; many have their toes frozen off, others 
have feet wounded by sharp ice or branches of trees lying on the snow; but few have shoes or moccasins. They 
suffer with inflammatory diseases of the chest, throat, and eyes. Those who come in last get sick as soon as they 
eat. Means should be taken at once to have the horses which lie dead in every direction through the camp and on 
the side of the river removed and burned, least the first few warm days breed a pestilence amongst them. Why the 
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officers of the Indian department are not doing something for them I cannot understand; common humanity 
demands that more should be done, and done at once, to save them from total destruction. 
 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
 
A.B. CAMPBELL 
Surgeon United States Army 
 
Source: The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies 
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1880–1901), series 2, vol. 4, 6–7. 
 


