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Document 19.1 “Let Them Slide” (1860) 
 
The Civil War began in the newspapers as early as 1860, when the nomination of Abraham Lincoln as Republican 
candidate in the presidential election triggered alarm throughout the Southern press, which widely believed that 
Lincoln would end slavery, under force of arms if need be. Election came, and the South Carolina legislature 
announced an intention to secede. The editor of the Harrisburg Telegraph was not impressed: “Let the chivalry 
amuse themselves,” he wrote on November 10, 1860, “the farce will soon be played out.” Two days later, 
however, he reprinted the suggestion of “a sensible Kentucky editor,” to let them go their own way, after all. 
 
The secession demonstrations of the chivalry in the cotton States are rather amusing than otherwise. They certainly 
do not alarm the people of the North. We have only to say that if South Carolina, Georgia or Alabama, or all of 
them, desire to withdraw from the Union, ‘let them slide,’ the sooner the better. In the language of a sensible 
Kentucky editor, ‘let them form a Republic or Empire, or anything else they may fancy. Let them enclose themselves 
within a Chinese wall, if they want to, and here is one who will contribute his mite towards furnishing the requisite 
rocks. Let them do it as they please, and when they please, with one solitary condition, viz: that their separation 
shall be final. Their absence would be an incalculable and invaluable relief to the balance of the people of these 
United States. We should escape large quantities of quadrennial gas and noise and confusion and stuff. At every 
Presidential election, these political filibusters reminds us of the poor Frenchman who locked himself in a room with 
a rich debtor, and threatened to blow his own brains out and charge the rich one with the murder, unless the latter 
gave him then and there five hundred dollars. Every four years these Southern Quixotes swell up with bad whiskey 
and worse logic, and tell the balance of the people if they don’t do so and so, that they — the Quixotes — will 
secede. Let them secede and be — blessed. We are tired of their gasconade, their terrific threats, and of their 
bloody prophesies. They were never calculated for any higher destiny than that of frightening old women and 
young children. They have been revived and repeated until — to use an expressive vulgarism — they are played out. 
Their bombast is absolutely sickening.’ 
 
Source: Harrisburg Telegraph, November 12, 1860. 
 


