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Document 19.2 “To Gentlemen of Intelligence” (1861) 
 
In 1861, a string of security violations led both governments to work out cooperative agreements with journalists. 
The Confederacy urged southern newspapers to abstain from all specific allusions to the movement of troops, 
while the government of the United States called upon the northern press to cooperate in not publishing 
information about troops advances or reinforcements until after a battle had occurred. An open letter, addressed 
to the press by the Confederate secretary of war, appeared in in newspapers in the South and was reprinted in the 
New York Times. 
 
WAR DEPARTMENT, RICHMOND, July 1, 1861. 
 
GENTLEMEN: While I have not withheld permission from any representative of the Press to visit the camps in 
Virginia, and while I am as much the advocate of an unshackled Press as I am of the freedom of speech and of the 
independence of the Confederate States, yet I have thought it proper, under existing circumstances, to make an 
appeal to you to forbear from the transmission and publication of such intelligence as might be detrimental to the 
great cause, in which we all feel so deep an interest. 
 
You are aware of the great amount of valuable information obtained by us through the medium of the enterprising 
journals of the North, and we may derive profit from their example, by a discriminate and judicious reserve in 
communications for the Southern journals. 
 
It must be obvious that statements of strength, or of weakness, at any of the points in the vicinity of the enemy, 
when reproduced at the North, as they would be in spite of all the vigilance in our power, would warn them of 
danger to themselves or invite an attack upon us; and, in like manner, any statement of the magnitude of batteries, 
of the quantity and quality of arms, or of ammunition, of movements in progress or in supposed contemplation, of 
the condition of troops, of the commissariat, &c., &c., might be fraught with essential injury to the service. 
 
To gentlemen of intelligence and unquestionable loyalty to the cause of the Confederate States, I do not deem it 
necessary to be more explicit; nor do I doubt for a moment that you will appreciate my motives in making this frank 
appeal to your patriotism and discretion. 
 
L.P. WALKER, Secretary of War. 
 
Source: The New York Times, July 18, 1861. 
 


