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Document 2.4 “To Maj. C.D. Melton” (1863) 
 
Many thousands of deserters joined antiwar and anti-Confederates organizations that had been active in the South 
since the war’s beginning. Some formed guerrilla bands, often called “tory” or “layout” gangs, that controlled vast 
areas of the southern countryside. They attacked government supply trains, burned bridges, raided local 
plantations, and harassed impressment agents and conscript officers. Writing from South Carolina in August 1863, 
one Confederate Major described the rising militancy of groups of deserters. 
 
Greenville, S.C., August 7, 1863 
 
Maj. C.D. Melton, 
. . . A large number of deserters . . . have taken refuge in the mountain fastnesses and passes of the districts of 
Greenville, Pickens, and Spartanburg . . . . 
They are banded together in tens, twenties, and thirties, are bold, defiant, and even threatening. . . . They have 
spies and signals to indicate the approach of strangers, and are armed, many of them with Government arms with 
which they deserted . . . . They are unfortunately sustained in their conduct by many persons who have been 
heretofore regarded as good and loyal citizens . . . . They swear by all they hold sacred that they will die at home 
before they will ever be dragged forth again to do battle for such a cause . . . . 
Several bands of deserters . . . swear vengeance against any one who approaches with the intention of molesting 
them. The true and loyal citizens are afraid to turn out and aid the officers, as not only their lives, but the 
destruction of their homes and property is boldly threatened if they dare to give aid and assistance to the 
authorities in arresting them . . . 
 
Jno. D. Ashmore, 
Maj. and Chief Enrolling Officer 
 
Source: War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies 
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1880–1901), series 4, vol. 2, 771–773.  
 


