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Document 25.2 “Review of the Base Ball Season” (1861) 
 
Baseball players and club administrators proceeded with caution at the beginning of the war. The 1861 National 
Association of Base Ball Players (NABBP) convention opened with a declaration of support for the Union war effort 
and discussions about distributing any profits to support the soldiers. This discussion lost steam when it became 
clear that the prospect of profits was limited. Attendance at the NABBP conventions steadily declined from 60 
clubs in 1860 to 34 in 1861 and 1862. Survival, rather than growth, was the NABBP’s early war focus. At the nadir 
of participation, only 28 clubs attended the 1863 convention. Baseball activity was tempered, it seemed, by the 
steady flow of bad news from the battle fronts. Here a journalist explains that the war had curtailed activity in the 
1861 season. 
 
It was our intention before the close of the ball playing season, to lay before our readers a review of the season, it 
being a recapitulation of the season’s play of a few of the first-class senior and junior clubs. The matches played 
this season comparatively are few in number to what they were last year, when peace reigned supreme and the 
country was in a quiet state, and not as it is at present and has been for some time past—war waging almost 
within our midst. The ball players are perhaps the most largely represented association in the ranks of the 
volunteers, every man is or was a ball player—where can you find a youth who is not fond of playing ball, or one 
that at least does not know something about it? Base Ball is decidedly an American game, and by the Americans in 
much liked. Ball playing, like every other amusement, is required by practice, and to be a good player, a good club 
practice is the requisite ingredient. The ball player must practice, and the club must play together to understand 
each other well in playing games and we may add here that if this was carried out many clubs might gain more 
victories than they do. Kentucky’s motto exemplifies this, “united we stand, divided we fall;” and just so is it, each 
player must understand each other to play well in a match. 
 
Source: Brooklyn Eagle, December 11, 1861. 
 


