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Document 25.3 “Base Ball Convention of 1861” (1861) 
 
Nineteenth-century baseball clubs existed as a part of a broader community of fraternal organizations. These 
organizations, including Masonic Lodges, insurance cooperatives, and abolitionist groups, sought to meet the 
needs of their own members and to pursue charitable ends. 
 
Resolved, That the President of this Association ascertain from the Presidents of the various clubs in good standing 
as members of this Association, the names of such of their members, and the regiments to which they belong, as 
are now engaged in supporting the Civilization and Laws of the Country, and distribute such surplus funds, 
belonging to this Association, pro rata, to each volunteer referred to, the amount drawn from such fund to be 
determined by the President. 
 
The introduction of this praiseworthy resolution led to the expression of a variety of opinions to the mode of 
dispersing the proposed gifts, and also in regard to the individuals most in need of the kindly aid. The resolution 
would send money to the soldiers but the majority of the delegates seemed to regard the needy relatives of those 
who have lost their lives in the defense of their, as the persons most requiring aid. The discussion brought out the 
creditable fact, that the fraternity were one and all desirous of doing something towards assisting those of the ball 
playing community who have so nobly responded to the call of their country in its hour of need. But the fact was 
also elicited that the surplus funds were too limited in amount to be of any effective use, and therefore, for the time 
being, the subject was dropped. We have no doubt, however, that before the expiration of the winter, the Base Ball 
community will do something characteristically liberal and noble to carry out the design of the excellent resolution 
of Dr. Jones. We would suggest in reference to this object, that a grand entertainment or ball be had, to raise the 
requisite funds. 
 
Source: New York Clipper, December 21, 1861. 
 


