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Document 25.4 “Base Ball” (1862) 
 
In order to limit the movement of contraband supplies and information across the Mason Dixon line, the U.S. 
government restricted civilian travel during the Civil War. These restrictions affected baseball players, like all other 
citizens, when they wanted to travel across state lines for games. 
 
Matters in the Base Ball way bear a promising aspect this week: the prospects are favorable for a good playing. The 
oppressive heat of the past week made ball playing more of a work than a pleasure, both to the observer and 
participator. The ball players in the army, we notice by the letters from newspaper correspondents, are having a 
pleasant time; and while McClellan is changing the “base of his operation,” they are vacating the base in an entirely 
different style. An interesting match will be played tomorrow, between the Harlem, of New York, and the Eckford, 
of this city, on the Union grounds. The occasion is the third game of a home and home series, and will doubtless be 
a closely contested game. On the day following, the second nines of Eckford and Atlantic Clubs have a match, and 
will play upon the latter’s ground, at Bedford. The Mutual and Gotham, of New York, play a return game the same 
day at Hoboken. On Friday, the 15th, the match between Messrs. Cammeyer and Sears is to be played on the Union 
grounds. The nines will be selected from the Atlantic, Eckford, Constellation and Resolute Clubs, and Chapman, of 
the former is to pitch for both sides. A. Babcock also of the Atlantic, has been selected as Umpire. Messrs. 
Cammeyer and Sears are to play as catchers, and the one allowing the most balls to pass him to pay a penalty of 
two baskets of champagne. On Saturday an interesting match is to be played at Newark, between the noted 
Excelsior, of this city, and the Newark Club, of that place. As the recent War Order does not prevent travel to Jersey, 
the ball players of this city will have an opportunity to witnessing the game. 
 
 


