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Document 25.6 “A Raid from Pennsylvania” (1863) 
 
For the first half of the Civil War, Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia repeatedly embarrassed the 
Union Army. Although regularly undermanned, Lee ordered convention-defying attacks and inspired intense 
devotion from his men. Lee invaded Maryland in September1862, only to be repulsed at the bloody Battle of 
Antietam. In the spring of 1863, Lee again moved his men into enemy territory—this time into Pennsylvania. Lee 
met his first significant defeat at Gettysburg in July 1863, just as the Philadelphia Athletics made the “invasion” 
discussed in this article. The accompanying description of the movements of the Army of the Potomac make clear 
that tracking a baseball club’s movement was easier than gaining reliable military intelligence. 
 
While Pennsylvania is invaded, Pennsylvania invades. While the balls of the rebels are base, it is with base-balls that 
the sons of the Keystone State advance upon New York. Still this is a difference. It is play that the latter come for; it 
is in deadly earnest that the revels ride. 
 
In fact, upon Monday morning, June 15, a party of Pennsylvanians with base-balls and clubs advanced rapidly upon 
the city of New York; crossed the East River to Long Island, and engaged a party in Brooklyn; recrossed to Hoboken 
on the following day, and the next morning returned to Long Island, where a contest of two days ensued. Pushing 
on toward the interior, the enterprising Pennsylvanians took up a strong position in Westchester County, at 
Morrisania; and by a rapid movement appeared at Newark, in New Jersey, on the following day; and before their 
presence in that State was generally known, had withdrawn in perfect safety to the banks of the Delaware, after a 
weeks operations, in which they had increased their own glory and propitiated the favor and kindly remembrance 
of the communities through which they had made their raid.  
 
Let us hope that no reader is so dull that he does not know we are speaking of the Athletic Base-Ball Club of 
Philadelphia, of which Colonel Fitzgerald of that city is President. Before their coming the Club frankly announced 
its intention in the following shrewd manner: “This bold step is not undertaken by the Athletics in a spirit of 
bravado, but rather with a view to acquire all the new points of the game—to reawaken interest in Base-ball, and 
to renew associations which they have found most delightful—the good-fellowship, the manliness, and the hearty 
hospitality of the players in and around New York having long since passed into a proverb.” The Base-Ball Club has 
this great value at the present moment, that it is the “school of the soldier” in vigor, endurance, and agility. 
 
The Army of the Potomac is said to be on or near the old Bull Run battle-field. General Lee’s whereabouts are 
unknown, but his is supposed to be in the Shenandoah Valley. A decisive battle is momentarily expected, and 
General Hooker has place an embargo upon correspondence until it comes off. 
 
Source: Harper’s Weekly, July 4, 1863: 418. 
 


