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Document 25.7 “Sports and Pastimes: Base Ball” (1864) 
 
Baseball activity rebounded in late 1863. Union victories at Vicksburg and Gettysburg turned the fighting tide and 
helped Lincoln win reelection in 1864. During the last two years of the conflict, many baseball clubs returned to 
their antebellum customs of hosting elaborate banquets and taking expensive intercity “tours.” 
 
Last season, out of about twenty, Brooklyn clubs that have had their names recorded as members of the National 
Association the following, only, took active part in the proceedings of the season, viz: Eckford, Athletic, Star, 
Resolute and Union, six clubs only; and out of over forty junior organizations, about seven or eight played games 
last year. To outsiders such a result would imply a sad falling off in the popularity of the game; but when it is 
considered that at no time since the game became a national pastime were their greater crowds of speculators 
preset at matches than last season, thereby showing that the game is just as popular as ever and also, that for the 
past three season, base ball has had to contend with obstacles, resulting from the war, that would have entirely 
destroyed any less objectionable or less popular sport, these same obstacles being the withdrawal of so many 
young men from the clubs to fill up the ranks of the militia and volunteer forces required for the defense of the 
nation. Under these circumstances it must be confessed by the most despondent that the game has flourished to an 
extent that its most sanguine friends could not have expected, and we think the ordeal it has so successfully passed 
through has shown it to be possessed of characteristics that will insure its future existence as a permanent 
institution of the land. In spite, therefore of the falling off in the number of clubs, and a diminution of the furore for 
the game that existed in 1860 it is now really more popular than ever, instead, and of its friends felling sorrow at 
what many of them may consider a decline of the game in popularity, they should rejoice to see it as permanently 
established as it is. Base Ball is the regularly authorized pastime of every regiment in the army, and when peace 
comes, thousands of veteran players will return to their homes ready and anxious to build up new clubs and enjoy 
at home the game that has been such a solace to them in their hours of leisure while in service. 
 
The great number of junior clubs that existed in 1860 were the fungus growth of the furore that was then in 
existence. Since then, however, the boys, from lack of encouragement, have neglected to organize themselves into 
clubs. We hope, however, that now that the importance and value of these young clubs in giving permanence to 
the game has been realized, sufficient exertion will be made to organize boys’ clubs whenever fifteen or twenty 
youths can be gathered together for the purpose. The expense of such clubs would be trifling. A half a dozen bats 
and a couple of balls, with the bases costing about five dollars, will create a junior club at once, and this outlay will 
be repaid to any senior club twenty time over, in giving young members to their nines when occasion requires. 
 
Source: Brooklyn Eagle, March 17, 1864. 
 


