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Document 26.7 “The Fourth in Brooklyn” (1863) 
 
Both the North and the South celebrated the Fourth of July every year during the Civil War, and newspapers would 
detail a range of celebrations, including orations, fireworks, the raising of the flag and celebratory drinking. In July 
1863, the most famous fireworks of the Civil War were created in New York for the Fourth of July, with a 
pyrotechnic show demonstrating the battle between the ships Monitor and Merrimac. Here the New York Times 
reports on the events of the holiday. 
 
The Fourth was generally celebrated by the citizens of Brooklyn, and especially by the Juvenile portion, who kept up 
a continuous din, by means of fire crackers, torpedoes, pistols and other small arms until late in the night. 
 
The streets were thronged, and all the public conveyances were filled with passengers going to the country and 
returning to the City. 
 
The Common Council appropriated $1,000 for fireworks — one-half for the Eastern District, and the other half for 
the Western District, and as the sum was not sufficient to make a large display, the citizens were compelled to 
make the most they could for the money. 
 
There were no military parades, all the uniformed militia of the City being now absent in Pennsylvania, several 
benevolent organizations, however, marched through the streets to the music of bands, among them the Father 
Mathew Temperance Society. 
 
The City Hall was gaily decorated with flags and steamers and presented quite a handsome appearance. The 
American colors and City arms occupied the usually prominent positions, while flags of nearly every device were 
suspended from the bell-tower to the roof and from thence across Court and Fulton-streets. 
 
Flags were also displayed from the Arsenal, the several city armories, engine houses and other public as well as 
many private buildings. 
 
Salutes were fired at sunrise from Fort Greens and on the grounds of the Union Skating-pond, which were repeated 
at noon and sundown…. 
 
The exercises at the Academy of Music commenced at 12 o’clock, noon. Between three hundred and four hundred 
persons were to attendance Hon. JOHN GREENWOOD presided. The opening prayer was made by Rev. Dr. FARLEY, 
and the Declaration of Independence was read by JOHN W. CARRINGTON, Esq. Letters excusing their inability to be 
present were read by JOHN WINSLOW, Esq., from Hon. Mr. SEWARD, secretary of State, Hon. CHAS. SUMMER, Gov. 
SEY MOUR, Gov. PARKER or New Jersey, Gov. TODD of Onto. Hon. D S. DICKINSON, Mayor OPDYKE, HIRAM BARNEY 
and DAVID DUDLEY FIELD. The oration of the day was delivered by GRENVILLE T. JENKS, Esq., this city. The Navy 
Yard Band was in attendance, and played patriotic airs and operatic gems during intervals. Toward the close the 
dispatch of Maj.-General MEADE was read announcing a substantial victory for the Union army, which created a 
great deal of enthusiasm, in the midst of which the proceedings terminated. 
 
The most attractive feature or the occasion was the display of fireworks from Fort Greene Park, under direction of 
Mr. J.W. HADFIELD. The frames were erected on the parade-ground at the foot of the bill and near the corner of 
Myrtle-avenue and Canton-street, thus affording an excellent view from the slopes, which were crowded by a dense 
mass of human beings of both sexes and all ages. The Brooklyn Band was in attendance and furnished excellent 
music. Sky-rockets were discharged after sundown, and as soon as night set in the display commenced…. When the 
last spark had disappeared, the immense throng, estimated at about twenty thousand persons, retired gradually 
and in an orderly manner, no accident having occurred to mar the entertainments of the evening. 
 
A number of accidents from the careless use of firearms resulted during the day and evening. The list of casualties 
are small, however, as compared with some former anniversaries. 
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Source: New York Times, July 6, 1863.  
 


