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Document 28.1 Lt. Col. John H. Burnham, “Soldiers of the Sixteenth Connecticut” (1865) 
 
Taken from a farewell speech given by a regiment’s commander, Lt. Col. John H. Burnham, the excerpt below 
captures the mixed emotions felt by many veterans upon returning home. In the field, they had created a 
surrogate family and alternate social network that was abruptly dismantled with army demobilization. This speech 
reveals that homecoming for many veterans, even amongst the victors, was a bittersweet experience. 
 
Soldiers of the Sixteenth Connecticut—Glad as I am that the war is over and we are all to rejoin our families and 
friends again, I cannot repress a feeling of sadness at the thought of severing, perhaps forever, the ties that have 
bound us together for the last three years. Although a less amount of glory in the field has fallen to our lot than to 
some others, no regiment from the State has been subjected to so much suffering. Whatever you have been 
ordered to do, you have done promptly, cheerfully, and well; and whenever in future I am asked of what in all my 
life I am proudest, I shall always answer “that I belonged to the 16th Connecticut, in the Union army.” For those 
gallant comrades who have laid down their lives on the battle-field and in the hospital, and for those heroic men 
who have endured so much more than death in Southern prisons, let us shed a silent tear and ever cherish their 
memories tenderly in our hearts. You are about to go to your homes to enjoy in peace the blessings of the great and 
good government you have done your share to defend and preserve to our magnificent country, and I desire that 
each one of you should take with him my sincere thanks.  
 
Source: B.F. Blakeslee, History of the Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers (The Case, Lockwood, and Brainard Co. 
Printers, 1875), 115.  
 


