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Document 28.10 Charles A. Partridge, “Regimental History of the 96th Illinois Volunteers” (1887) 
 
This passage from a regimental history illustrates the transportation difficulties faced by Union army units as they 
moved from their field rendezvous sites to the final mustering out points at the state rendezvous sites. Colonel 
Smith serves as advocate for his men in this instance. He throws a track switch in Bloomington that forces the 
passenger train to stop and thereby assures his men passenger cars for the remainder of their journey home. The 
Colonel is threatened with a lawsuit by the railroad officials, but perhaps fearing the publicity they let him get 
away with his actions and the unit returns home without further problems. 
 
After a night ride in freight cars the command reached Louisville. So many troops were going northward that 
transportation became exceedingly scarce, and there was a prospect of a delay of some hours and a ride to Chicago 
in a freight train. A railroad official said to Colonel Smith that if the men would march to New Albany they could be 
provided with passenger cars and would leave for the North at once. The matter was put to vote, and 
notwithstanding that the distance was four miles and the day excessively hot, it was unanimously agreed to make 
the march. 
 
Arrived at New Albany it was found that no passenger train was ready, and that only a train of cars from which ice 
and cattle had just been unloaded, and which still contained the offal of the cattle or the wet sawdust in which the 
frigid commodity had been packed were available. The Colonel demanded of the officials that the promise made at 
Louisville should be kept, but in vain. It was at last agreed that if the men would ride in the freight cars to 
Bloomington, Indiana, where a return train would be met, passenger cars would be provided. This being arranged 
the offal and the dripping sawdust was shoveled out, and late in the afternoon the men crowded into the damp 
cars and the train pulled out. 
 
The transfer to the passenger cars being made, the train, bearing the command, moved northward early next 
morning. It was an outrage for the railroad officials to attempt to ship men in the damp seatless cars. 
 
Source: Charles A. Partridge, History of the Ninety-Sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry (Chicago: Brown, 
Pettibone, and Company Printers, 1887), 477–478. 
 


