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Document 28.12 War Talks of Confederate Veterans (1892) 
 
In 1892, Confederate veterans met in Petersburg, VA, to share memories and stories of the war. Here, Private John 
R. Turner focuses on the precise details of the Battle of the Wilderness. These details may hardly seem worth 
recalling, but his desire to get the facts exactly right is a sign of the pressure placed upon narrative by veterans in 
the process of healing trauma. To know what happened became a crucial component in integrating past events 
into their everyday life. 
 
Comrades: Having for years felt a desire to verify some of my impressions of the battle of the wilderness, in which, 
on the 6th of May, 1864, I participated as a member of the Petersburg Riflemen, Co. E, 12th Virginia regiment, 
Mahone’s brigade, and particularly wishing to verify my recollection as to the striking incident of Dr. Benj. May, the 
gallant color-bearer of our regiment refusing to give up his colors to Col. G.M. Sorrel, of Longstreet’s staff, a few 
weeks ago I wrote to Col. (now General) Sorrel to make some inquiries of him as to his recollection of this incident, 
and promptly received from him a reply confirming my own impressions in many particulars. His letter was so 
interesting that I determined at once to read it to the camp, but after reflection it occurred to me that I might get 
together the recollections of other participants in the action and read them all as interesting details of that part of 
this celebrated action in which our particular command figured so conspicuously. With this purpose, I turned over 
my correspondence with Gen. Sorrel to several members of our camp who were present in this action, as members 
of the 12th Virginia regiment, and requested each of them, after reading it, to furnish me with his recollection of 
the incident referred to, and also any other details or incidents of the engagement that they could recall.  
 
Source: George Bernard, (ed.), War Talks of Confederate Veterans (Petersburg: Fenn and Owen Publishers, 1892), 
87. 
 


