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Document 28.2 “Coming Home from the Wars—The Orderly Conduct of the Soldiers” (1865) 
 
This editorial conveys the hope that soldiers will easily reenter civilian life after demobilization at the same time 
that it alludes to civilian concerns. Both themes appeared regularly in northern newspapers during the early post-
war period as opinions wavered greatly not just about the fate of the nation but the fate of its soldiers as well. 
 
Over a hundred and twenty thousand soldiers have been disbanded within three weeks and eighty thousand have 
since the 1st of June, passed over the railroads from Washington. But a short time ago the thought of this 
disbandment and of the return of these soldiers to their Northern homes filled many persons with alarm. It was 
feared that these men, used to the rough life of camp, habituated to the use of deadly weapons and to scenes of 
blood, would be a wild and reckless element in our society; that our streets would teem with scenes of violence, and 
that murders and robberies would become frightfully frequent. These were fears justified to some extent by the 
experience of other countries that had suddenly disbanded large armies. But our experience has been very different 
from that of any other country in this respect…men can be heroes without in the remotest degree losing a sense of 
their obligations as citizens. It would not be possible to bring into our cities any other equally large number of men 
with so few scenes of violence or so little disturbance of public order as has been occasioned by these soldiers. We 
see the soldiers everywhere. They march up our streets and stack arms, and indulge in a thousand antics of 
delight…happy as “troutlets in a pool.” Here and there one under the influence of rum may be a little noisy and 
pugnacious, but even this is not so common as one might naturally expect it…The vast majority of these soldiers are 
intent only on going home, seeing their families and friends, and finding once more the places in society that they 
left to serve their country. 
 
Source: The New York Herald, June 14, 1865. 
 


