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Below is an excerpt from a Confederate regimental history that illustrates the last days before that unit’s 
surrender. Even though the experience of Tunnard’s regiment was not repeated for all units, it gives one example 
of how Confederate soldiers experienced surrender. This passage also captures the ad hoc nature of the 
Confederate demobilization process. 
  
On the 10th of May Camp Boggs presented a strange spectacle. The men where gathered in groups everywhere, 
discussing the approaching surrender. Curses deep and bitter fell from lips not accustomed to use such language, 
while numbers, both officers and men, swore fearful oaths never to surrender. It was such a scene as one seldom 
cares to witness. The depth of feeling exhibited by compressed lips, pale faces, and blazing eyes, told a fearful story 
of how bitter was this hopeless surrender of the cause for which they had fought, toiled suffered for long years. The 
humiliation was unbearable. Paper money became worthless; rations were issued in large quantities; such as 
coffee, and other delicacies. The weather kept clear and pleasant, as if in mockery of the general gloom and 
despondency. Sunday the 13th, Shreveport was quiet. Troops began to leave for home, openly and unmolested; yet 
the Third remained…On the 18th they were informed that the Missourians had come to relieve them. They became 
indignant and furious and threatened to leave en masse. A delegation of prominent citizens besought them to 
remain. Governor Allen addressed them most feelingly. All in vain. That day a Missouri Colonel addressed his 
regiment, and informed the men that they had been sent to guard the Louisiana regiment. Such, at least, was 
reported to them. That afternoon they were relieved, and sentinels place around them, who officiously told the men 
that they were stationed there to guard them. Injured in feeling, wounded in pride and spirit, the brave boys carried 
out their threat. The morning of the 19th found the majority of the regiment gone, or preparing to leave. They were 
allowed to take Government horses, mules and wagons, and leave the place. Clothes, linen, cotton, thread, buttons, 
leather, etc., from the Quartermaster’s department, were issued to them in such quantities that they were unable 
to carry them away or dispose of them. The condition of affairs was terrible, awful, heart-rending. On the 20th the 
men were all furloughed by the Confederate authorities, or, more properly speaking, formally discharged from the 
Confederate army. Numbers left, declaring they would take neither furlough, discharge, nor parole. Many went 
down the river in pontoons. The officers staid with the men until the finale. 
 
Source: W.H. Tunnard, Southern Record—The History of the 3rd Regiment Louisiana Infantry (Baton Rouge: Printed 
for the Author, 1866), 335–337.  
 


