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Document 28.7 C.I. Walker, Rolls and Historical Sketch of the Tenth Regiment (1881) 
 
The recollection below describes the emotions of the 10th South Carolina upon evacuating Columbia, SC and 
leaving it open to attack by General Sherman’s army. Because this unit was fighting so close to home, tactical 
movements like this evacuation were demoralizing. The author uses this demoralization to explain the actions of 
those who deserted as well as to praise those who stood by the colors. 
 
Everything now seemed to be lost, our backs turned on our homes, our State given up to the foe, our families 
exposed to their outrages. The men who composed the Regiment were husbands, fathers, sons. Their dear ones 
were about to be abandoned, for how long, only God knew. With the example of the rest of the Army before them 
to justify them, with the natural affections of honest men to impel them, about one hundred and fifty men yielded 
to the temptation and “took five days leave of absence.” When the roll was called next morning only about eighty-
three noble fellows were accounted for. Those who had left us certainly committed a flagrant breach of military 
discipline—the penalty of which was death—but if ever desertion was excusable, this was. The majority had not 
been home since they left South Carolina in 1862. And for the credit of these men be it said, that at the expiration 
of the five days at home, they gathered at Marion C.H. again, though unable to join their colors, Sherman being on 
the way, they rendered valuable service against the raiders who came through the Pee Dee country. For their sakes 
and for the credit of the Regiment, how much I wish that they had been able to share the glory of these noble old 
veterans who remained to the last.  
 
Source: C.I. Walker, Rolls and Historical Sketch of the Tenth Regiment, SO. CA. Volunteers in the Army of the 
Confederate States (Charleston: Walker, Evans, and Cogswell, 1881), 131–132.  
 


