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White Southerners deeply resented Northerners’ manipulation of the prisoner of war issue to brand them, their 
region and their cause as immoral, barbaric and dishonorable. They reacted to postwar insults by turning them on 
their heads. If Northerners would use the treatment of prisoners as the litmus test to prove which side embodied 
noble, Christian characteristics, Southerners would do the same. Hundreds of writers in the 50 years after Lee’s 
surrender embarked on a mission to counter the tales of Union veterans and other Northerners regarding 
Andersonville and other Confederate prisons during the Civil War, and also prove that Confederate prisoners were 
physically abused and denied adequate food, clothing, and shelter as a matter of Federal policy throughout the 
war. A frequent theme, employed in the account below by Joe Barbiere, a Lieutenant Colonel in the C.S.A., was 
that Southerners were never given enough food to eat in northern prisons, even as the North was apparently 
overflowing with food (unlike the blockaded and battle-scarred South). 

 
In all the prison pens of the North, many of the custodians of those sinks of oppression, allowed atrocities to be 
committed, at the recital of which the heart of civilization revolts. I append compilations, from official and other 
reliable data, which, I hope, every true child of the South—who love their ancestry and their heroic deeds—will read 
carefully, and when the lying histories of a fanatical party, speaks of the so-called horrors of Andersonville, let the 
youth of the South know, that it is written to hide the cruelties, practiced by our enemies upon Confederate 
prisoners…. 
 
Although the Southern Confederacy had more Northern prisoners in its hands, than the Northern Government had 
of Southern prisoners, the mortality in the Northern prisons was more than twice as great as in the Southern. It is 
thus that facts and figures disprove the violent calumnies which were set afloat in a time of passion, regarding the 
treatment of Union prisoners by the Southern government and its agents. The reader will not readily forget the 
shocking charges which were made during the war…. Had these stories been true, they would necessarily show a 
largely disproportionately excess of mortality in Southern prisons. The official records — not of the Southern States, 
be it remembered, but of the Northern States, show that the death rate was much greater in the North, than in the 
South.  
 
We do not pretend to say that there were not hardships, nay, grievous sufferings experienced in both the Northern 
and Southern pens. To say this, would be to say what was not the case. But it is evident that if the results are to be 
taken, as indicating the character of the treatment received, and we think they may be very fairly so taken, the 
Northern prisoners in the hands of the Confederacy were treated more leniently, than were the Southerners who 
had the misfortune to fall into the hands of their Northern oppressors. Assuming that the mode of treatment was 
the same in the North as in the South, the death rate in the Southern prisons ought to have been greater than in the 
Northern. For it is an indisputable fact that a Northern man will naturally suffer more in a Southern climate, than a 
Southern man will in a Northern climate. Besides, during the war, the Northern Government experienced no want 
of wholesome pro- visions wherewith to feed the prisoners who fell into their hands, if they had intended to treat 
them well, whilst the Confederacy was not so highly favored. Taking all these circumstances together, they go to 
show, that without the exercise of any extraneous influence, the mortality in the South, ought to have been much 
greater than in the North. That the opposite was the case — and to a very great extent too — must be taken as 
utterly disproving the charges of wanton cruelty against the South, which were so common at the time, and which, 
grossly exaggerated by artistic imagination, helped to disfigure the pictorial columns of “Harper's Weekly”…. 
Impartial history will record that the Southern people fought their cause with a nobleness of conduct, which did 
them honor. They fell, but falling could say in the memorable words of another people, who, like themselves, had 
striven, but in vain, for independence, “All is lost save honor.” There was no fouler charge made against the 
Southern people, than that of having cruelly treated Northern prisoners. By the mouths of their enemies have they 
been fully vindicated. 
 
Source: Joe Barbiere, Scraps from the Prison Table at Camp Chase and Johnson’s Island (Doylestown: W.W.H. 
Davis, 1868), 288, 290–292. 
 


