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Document 5.2 Richmond Shoemakers’ Exchanges (1861) 
 
In an attempt to use sectional feelings to their advantage, cordwainers in the soon-to-be designated Confederate 
capital united in agreement not to finish the shoe work begun in Northern shops. Employers responded by 
claiming that the president of the unionists was, himself, a Northerner, and sharp exchange followed, reflecting 
the tensions exacerbated by the disintegration of the Union. The union survived, publicly announcing a business 
meeting months later. 
 
Alex. Hill & Co. The subscribers wish to employ five first-class Bootmen, and six hands on Shoes and Gaiters, both 
stitched and channeled. Those who are capable of making first-rate work, we will give constant employment and 
good wages. Members of the present society of Journeymen Cordwainers need not apply, as we will not submit to 
their arrogance and presumption. Alex. Hill & Co.  
 
Journeymen Cordwainers Society. The Cordwainers of Richmond do present the following statement to the public 
regarding the present suspension of work: Our employers want to reduce our wages 26 per cent., which we have 
complied with; but we will not submit to finish Northern work, viz: Northern legs to be bottomed here by us. By 
order of the Committee.  
 
A. We see from a card in the paper of this morning that we are charged with being liars, which we deny out and 
out; and why should Messrs. Page, White, Harwood, and ourselves, be watched on Saturday last, to see who took 
out work? And why should our servants be stopped whilst carrying packages to the American Hotel, which had 
been purchased by gentlemen, and stopped by the President of the Cordwainers’ Society? And who is the President, 
and where did he come from? And who was it that had a card published in the Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New 
York papers, warning journeymen boot and shoe makers not to come to Richmond, as they would be whipped? and 
that any man who takes out work from Messrs. Page. White, Harwood, and ourselves, is to be whipped by some of 
the Society men? We have nothing further to say. 
 
JCS. Sirs: I have seen a personal attack made on me in yesterday’s Dispatch. accusing me of stopping your servant 
in carrying packages to the American Hotel. This I deny, and which I can prove, too. As for watching your shop, on 
Saturday last, it is also false. You ask who I am and where did I come from? Sirs, my name is Denis Bropry, a native 
of Ireland, County Kilkenny, Ballgragget; a sober, industrious citizen, and I defy any man to say that he has ever 
seen me with a “brick in my hat.” I can give you plenty-of good references, if required. As you made this wanton 
attack on me, I would respectfully ask who you are, and where did you come from? You will oblige Denis Brophy, 
President of the Journeymen Cordwainers’ Society of Richmond, by answering the interrogatory. Sirs, you 
furthermore ask, “who was it that had a card published in the Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York papers, 
warning journeymen boot and shoe makers not to come to Richmond, as they would be whipped if they did so?” It 
was the Secretary who sent the following notice, which we copy from the paper as it appeared: N. B.—Shoemakers, 
beware of the notice of the employers of this city, (Richmond, Va.) They have struck against the Cordwainers’ 
Society here, and want to reduce our wages 25 per cent. less than the usual price.  
 
A. The subscribers wish to employ five first-class Bootmen, and six hands on Shoes and Gaiters, both stitched and 
channeled. Those who are capable of making first-rate work, we will give constant employment and good wages. 
Members of the present society of Journeymen Cordwainers need not apply, as we will not submit to their 
arrogance and presumption.  
 
JCS. The Journeymen Cordwainer’s Society, of men’s and ladies’ branch, will meet on Monday next, [September] 
23d instant, at 7 Â½ o’clock P. M., at Monticello Hotel. By order of the President. 
 
Source: Richmond Daily Dispatch, February 21, 23, 26, 27, March 11, September 20, 1861. 
 


