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Document 5.6 “Printers on a Strike” (1864) 
 
By the spring of 1864, the course of the course of the war drove Southern newspapers and their printers into 
Atlanta. Facing a particularly acute cost of living, printers there asked for a wage increase. The employers replied 
to “the unreasonable demand made by the Typographical Union” by discharging the men, taking away their draft 
exempt status, and summoning the military to conscript them. In June, the authorities drafted the workers and 
placed them under command of Albert Roberts, the editor of the Southern Confederacy and one of the bosses 
with whom they had clashed. This printers’ company of “Robert’s Exempts,” included union printers from locals 
across the South and several from Northern locals that had evidently been in the South at the war’s outbreak. This 
was likely the first instance of an American government’s drafting of strikers and forcing them to return to work 
under threat of military discipline. 
 
Atlanta, April 11. On Friday the Typographical Union held a called meeting, and resolved to advance the price from 
$1.35 to $1.87 per thousand. The publishers held a meeting on Saturday, and asked a postponement of action for 
two weeks to see the course of prices and currency. The printers refused, and to-day the offices are closed.  
 
The proprietors of the four journals published here issued the following card today: We are under the necessity of 
suspending temporarily the publication of our journals on account of the unreasonable demand made by the 
Typographical Union, the printers employed in our offices in Atlanta having raised their rates upon the present 
prices 50 per cent. This would require a greater tax upon the public than we are willing to impose. The price of 
newspapers is already large enough, and we feel that the sympathies of our readers will sustain our endeavors to 
protect their interest as well as our own. Arrangements will be made as soon as practicable for the resumption of 
our issue, and in the meantime the indulgence of the public is earnestly invoked.  
 
Source: Richmond Daily Dispatch, April 13, 1864. 
 


