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Guide to Hunting and Harvesting 
For More Opportunities to Share Your Education Expertise with the World 
 
By Jenny Grant Rankin, Ph.D. 

 
 
The reach of my voice would never have soared like it did if I wasn’t scrappy. I mean 
scrappy in the sense of being determined and thinking outside the box to find numerous, 
creative ways to seize opportunities to spread knowledge about helping kids.  
 
My book Sharing Your Education Expertise with the World: Make Research Resonate and 
Widen Your Impact directs you to many opportunities, but if you summon all the 
scrappiness within you, you will find and land many more opportunities to share your 
expertise. More sharing means more students helped by what you know. 
 
A scrappy person accepts that he must both hunt and harvest to land as many great 
opportunities as possible. To get in the hunting and harvesting mindsets, consider how 
they work: 
 

• Hunt. Not every desired opportunity is going to call you on the phone and say, “I 
heard about you and I want to give you this opportunity to share your work.” The 
reality is you have to hunt for opportunities if you want to land a good portion 
and/or the best of them. Much of your hunt will occur online. 
 

• Harvest. Once per week (or whatever frequency you can accommodate without 
detracting from your work), plant some seeds that might grow into opportunities 
later. For example, pursue some traditional avenues that might prove fruitful later 
(submit an article or paper, apply for an award, heed a call for conference 
presenters, etc.). Also pursue some nontraditional avenues that might bear fruit (for 
example, call the author of that article you liked and offer to contribute to a related 
piece, or email that NPR reporter you admire and suggest he interview you on your 
cutting-edge study or school program). You never know which of these seeds will 
grow and bear fruit later, but the more of these seeds you plant, the more 
opportunities you will likely harvest later. 

 
The tips in this packet will help you hunt and harvest: two approaches that are equally 
important in your quest to spread your knowledge. Remember: only do what your time 
allows. This chapter contains lots of ideas to choose from, but you need not choose them 
all. 
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Join and Subscribe 
 
Joining organizations and/or 
subscribing to their publications 
such as e-newsletters (typically free) 
is a great way to stay abreast of 
opportunities like calls for 
submissions to conferences, 
magazines, contests, and more. For 
example, I just glanced at this 
week’s (as I’m writing) e-newsletter 
from the Comparative and 
International Education Society 
(CIES) and it contains: three 
conference updates, two awards’ 
application details, one invitation to 
be a book series editor, five calls for 
submissions to journals, four calls 
for proposals to conferences, and 
seven job postings. That’s just one 
email from just one week from just 
one organization, and it is rife with 
opportunities to share knowledge. 
Joining numerous organizations and 
emailing lists will expose you to 
even more. 
 
Visit the book’s “List of 
Organizations” eResource (listing 
hundreds of organizations in the 
education field; described in 
“Chapter 10. Connecting” in the 
book) and visit sites related to your 
interests to: 
 

r Search the site for opportunities like awards to pursue, calls for speakers, etc. 
 

r Subscribe to publications (if offered). These are usually free, particularly if they are 
delivered via email. 

 
r Join (if an option); membership is often free and commonly lets you control which 

types of correspondence you will receive from the organization. If membership is 
not free, paying to attend the organization’s conference (if it has one) will often 
provide you with free membership for one year. 

Memory-Saving Tip 
 
As you read the book Sharing Your Education 
Expertise with the World, your head might be 
figuratively exploding. The book covers 
thousands of ways to share your expertise 
with the world, but since you can’t do 
everything at once you will want I good way 
to remember the opportunities you most want 
to pursue. 
 
Consider writing directly on your book copy 
to add a checkbox (to check off later) next to 
every action you don’t want to forget to take. 
You might even use a checkbox system like 
this: 
 

¨ = Do now! 
� = Do after I finish my Ph.D. [or other goal] 

 = Do after my 1st book is published [or 
other goal] 

 

This will help you prioritize, as you never 
want to let your sharing time compromise 
your time for primary work passions. It will 
feel great to fill these boxes as you compete 
tasks, and you’ll prevent opportunities from 
slipping through the cracks. 
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Note large organizations sometimes have special interest groups (SIGs) that are like 
clubs within a club. Joining a SIG allows you to join with others who share a 
specific passion. 

 
r Set up a member profile page (if an option). Include a short bio with a link to your 

website or online CV so you don’t have to update all these profile pages every time 
you achieve something new. 

 
If you don’t have time to wade through e-newsletters looking 
for involvement opportunities, most email services allow you 
to set up filters to do this wading for you. For example, in my 
Gmail email account I can use the “Create a new filter” 
option under “Settings” to send emails straight to “Archive” 
(skipping my inbox) if they are from an e-newsletter provider 
and do not contain the any of the words shown in the 
“Opportunity-Friendly Words” text box. As another option, I 
could have those emails that do contain those words land in 
a special “Check for Opportunities” file (rather than my 
inbox) to check when I have time for them. 

 
 
 

Join Online Communities 
 
Online communities allow you to share your expertise from the convenience of your own 
home. Journalists often search online communities for education experts to quote in their 
stories. 
 
Join the following sites, craft a profile, and participate in discussions related to your 
specialties: 
 

• NPR Listens (www.nprlistens.org) 
• Quora (www.quora.com) 
• Sites listed in the “Educator Social Networking Sites” and “Academic Social 

Networking Sites” subsections of “Chapter 2. Image” in the book 
 
If you “follow” key journalists on Quora (www.quora.com/Who-are-the-journalists-on-
Quora), you can see when they post questions and then answer them. I once read an 
interview with a nationally-renowned principal who said the first few times he was quoted 
in the media were based on his Quora answers. Some publications (like Mental Floss, 
which has 12 million different readers per month) integrate Quora answers into their 
stories (example: http://mentalfloss.com/article/90971/why-there-no-e-grade). See the 
“Short Answer and Reference Sites” section of “Chapter 4. Writing Short-Form (Articles, 
Papers, Etc.)” for more concerning Quora. 

Opportunity-Friendly 
Words 
 
application, apply, 
award, call, 
competition, contest, 
deadline, entry, 
judge, nominate, 
panel, prize, 
submission, submit 
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Groups listed within the “List of Organizations” eResource (described in “Chapter 10. 
Connecting” of the book) often offer online communities where you can exchange field 
knowledge and learn of more opportunities for sharing. 
 
 

Events and Occasions 
 
The “Participating” and “Speaking” parts of the book, as well as any other opportunities 
that facilitate interaction with others, can promote involvement in future projects. 
Participate fully at such events and accept invitations to connect with others. 
 
For example, if you wrote a book you are likely invited to the publisher’s “author 
appreciation dinners” or “cocktail hours” that occur in conjunction with conferences you 
attend. If you make a point to attend these after-hour festivities, you might: 
 

r Make connections with other authors: “I met an author who writes about a topic 
that intersects with mine. Now we are each going to write a vignette about our own 
research for the other author’s next book, so readers can better understand how the 
two topics coincide to impact kids.” 
 

r Make connections with other stakeholders: “After talking to my editor about my 
next project, I learned she got a call from a reporter asking for experts on the same 
topic. She’s going to put me in contact with him so I can contribute insight to his 
article.” 

 
r Learn from others: “I sat next to my publicist and she told me about an upcoming 

TV special concerning my topic. She gave me the details I need to reach out to 
them to be involved.” 

 
Sometimes being somewhere in person, with the “small chat” that involves, leads to 
discoveries that allow you to share your expertise in new ways. Of course, you need to be 
forthcoming about your work in order for shared interests to be discovered. The people 
you speak with will never think, “Hey! That thing this person is researching or practicing 
totally relates to an opportunity of which I know!” if those people never know about your 
work. So share openly (never aggressively) about anything on-topic. 
 
For example, the “roundtable discussion” format of sessions at conferences like AERA and 
ISTE are great places to discuss shared interests. If you wrote a journal paper on the topic 
or are an expert implementing strategies related to the topic, speak up. You can do so in a 
way that is collaborative and appropriate rather than self-serving and off-putting. Just 
convey how the work adds to the discussion. 
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Google 
 
Just as we use the Internet to 
inform our professional practice 
and research, we can search the 
web for opportunities to share our 
expertise with the world. While 
Google (www.google.com) is the 
tool we’ll explore here, you can 
apply many of this section’s 
concepts to other online search 
tools, as well. 
 
Searching online for opportunities 
to share your work can be highly 
beneficial, but it can also steal 
your time if you don’t put limits  
on your hunting. I like to hunt online for fun (I’m nerdy enough to consider this fun) some 
evenings while I watch TV since searching is easy (especially after you’ve done it for a 
bit), or on my phone when I’m stuck somewhere like the DMV. That way I don’t detract 
time from my more serious work. 

 
Try all of the 
following in your 
search: 
 

r Start with 
words and 
phrases 
related to the 
type of 
opportunity 
in which you 
are most 
interested 
(like “book 
chapter”, 
fellowship, 
journal, 
“judging 
panel”, 
“keynote 
speaker”); the  

  

Time-Saving Tip  
 
Before you start searching the web for 
opportunities to speak, write, participate, etc., 
familiarize yourself with the eResources shared 
throughout the book. Basically, this book’s 
author is already sharing lists of hundreds of 
opportunities with you (along with the dates to 
apply, links to submit your application and 
work, etc.). Googling will help you find 
additional opportunities and new 
opportunities, but most of the hunting work 
has been done for you. 
 

Tech Tip 
 
EdTech expert Kevin Behan recommends, “installing the free 
Keywords Everywhere plugin, which will help you discover 
what keywords, questions, and topics are most searched in 
Google. Understanding what questions people are seeking 
answers to is the most important first step in writing web copy 
that attracts users.” 
 

For example, if you write about “knowledge infrastructures” 
and Google that term within quotes (after installing the plugin), 
you might see the search volume for that term is “140/mo”, 
meaning that term is searched by people 140 times per month 
(as determined by the last 12 months’ average). “Knowledge 
distribution”, however, is searched 210 times per month, and 
“knowledge dissemination” is searched 880 times. Knowing 
this, you could still write about knowledge infrastructures but 
include the term “knowledge dissemination” in your piece to 
potentially attract 529% more readers. 
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quotation marks limit your search to exact phrases. 
 

r Add opportunity-friendly terms like application, apply, “call for”, deadline, entry, 
guidelines, nominate, opportunity, submission, and submit for more targeted 
results. 

 
r Include words that relate to the field as necessary (such as education if you only 

want education conferences, blended learning if you are only interested in journals 
related to that topic, etc.). 

 
r Use the date range trick (…) from the next pages’ table to narrow results to within 

the past year (this will keep your search results timely). 
 

r Using additional keys in the next pages’ table will further cater the returned 
webpages to your needs.  

 
 
 
Table: To Improve Google Searches 
 
 

Keys How to Use Examples 
What 

Google 
Gives You 

“  ” 

Type the exact phrase 
you’re looking for inside the 
quotation marks. You can 
include more than one of 
these sets in a single search. 

“call for papers” 
 

 “nominate a keynote speaker” 

Only results 
that contain 
the specific 
phrase(s) 

* 

When you can’t remember 
a word within a quote (as 
described above), use an 
asterisk in its place. 

“John * King Jr.”  
 

 “data * decision-making” 

Results with 
the quote, 
but with any 
word in 
place of the 
asterisk 

- 

Type a hyphen in front of a 
word you don’t want the 
results to contain. This is 
helpful when you keep 
seeing things you don’t 
want in your search results. 
You can include more than 
one of these sets in a single 
search. 

-medical 
 

-winners 

Only results 
that do not 
contain the 
specific 
word(s) 
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Table: To Improve Google Searches (Continued) 
 
 

Keys How to Use Examples 
What 

Google 
Gives You 

~ 

Type a tilde (usually in the 
row of numbers on your 
keyboard) in front of a word 
to include its synonyms. 

~teach 
 

~leader 

Only results 
that contain 
the word or 
its 
synonym(s) 

AND 

Type AND between 2 words 
when you only want sites 
including both those words. 

education AND magazine 
 

volunteer AND professor 

Only results 
that contain 
both of the 2 
words 

OR 

Type OR between 2 words 
when either of the words 
will do. The pipe (|) can be 
used in place of OR. 

session OR presentation 
 

paper | chapter 

Only results 
that contain 
either of the 
two words 

allin: 

Type allintitle: at the front of 
your search to only hunt 
sites’ headlines, use 
allintext: to only hunt body 
text, or use allinurl: to only 
search web addresses. 

allintitle: call for input 
 

allinurl: education foundation 

Only results 
containing 
your search 
words in the 
areas 
specified 

… 

Type three periods between 
2 numbers or years if any 
number within that range 
will do. Clicking the “Tools” 
option under the search 
field (and above your search 
results) lets you narrow 
down to a specific date 
range. 

2016…2018 
 

Click Tools, then Any Time, 
then any option (like Past 
Year).  

Only results 
that contain 
a number 
within the 
specified 
date range 

site: 

Type site: in front of a web 
address if you only want 
webpages within that 
website. 

site:org 
 

site:whitehouse.gov 

Only results 
within the 
specified 
website 

related: 

If you find a source you like 
and want more sites on the 
same topic, type related: in 
front of the web address you 
like. 

related:https://www.igi-
global.com/publish/submit-a-
proposal 
 

related:www.donorschoose.org 

More sites 
containing 
the same 
type of 
information 
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Social Media and Searching 
 
Opportunities to share your work, such as a call for participation on a conference panel or 
a search for chapters for a new book, are regularly publicized on social media sites. This is 
true of social media tools popular amongst educators and driven by text-based shares 
(more than those where photos and videos take center stage), such as Twitter and 
Facebook. 
 
Though you don’t have to open Twitter and Facebook accounts to view many of these 
opportunities, it’s recommended that you do (see “Chapter 2. Image”). Each site has a 
search field at the top of its webpages where you can search for whatever type of 
opportunity you’d like to pursue. The “Google” subsection, above, contains steps and tips 
you can apply on social media sites, too. Some of the operators from the table also work 
when searching social networking sites for opportunities. 
 
Some additional tips are: 
 

• For a site like Facebook, search specific users’ 
sites. For example, if you are interested in sharing 
your work on National Public Radio (NPR), visit 
the NPR and NPR Ed Facebook pages (just search 
for these in the search field). Then comb these 
pages for invitations to contribute (such as the 
common, illustrated “Talk to Us” posts that 
explain how to submit comments on specific 
topics). 
 

• For a site like Twitter, filter out the self-
promotional posts from the invitational posts. For 
example, if you are searching for keynote 
speaking opportunities (e.g., searching phrases 
like “call for keynote” and “suggest keynote 
speaker”), you’ll see many tweets that use these 
phrases as people recommend themselves as 
speakers. If you place a minus in front of words  

these speakers use (-if –my –me), you can quickly exclude most of the tweets in which 
people are proposing themselves as speakers. Then the opportunities more easily stand 
out. You can also add a specific user to your search to render only tweets from them (or 
that mention them), such as @teacherACER for the Australian Council for Educational 
Research. You can also use hashtags specific to an opportunity you seek, such as #ISTE18 
for the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) conference in 2018. 

 

 

Tech Tip  
 
Publicist Devin Boyle 
recommended I follow 
educator reporters on 
Twitter and interact with at 
least one reporter there 
daily. She noted some 
education reporters have 
less than 100 followers, and 
through these interactions 
you and your work can grab 
their attention. 
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There’s So Much More 
 
This guide offered tips for finding opportunities (on your own) to share your expertise with 
the world. However, the book Sharing Your Education Expertise with the World: Make 
Research Resonate and Widen Your Impact directs you to two thousand specific 
opportunities and arms you with the tools to land them. See that book for help with: 
 

• branding (crafting your pitch, leveraging social media, etc.) 
• writing (landing book deals and succeeding in key writing opportunities)  
• speaking (giving TED Talks, delivering conference keynote presentations, appearing 

on NPR, etc.) 
• participating (making connections, influencing policy, etc.) 
• serving (such as joining panels and advisory boards) 
• honors (winning awards and recognition to expand your platform) 
• media (landing interviews and contributing to public dialogue) 

 
Each chapter includes a “Scrappy Fast Track” giving you an insider’s route to skyrocketing 
quickly to the top with each endeavor (such as getting a book published if you’ve never 
been paid in the past for writing). 
 
You have something valuable to share. Use these resources to step onto the world stage so 
you can help as many students as possible. 


