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Name:  Date:

SCORING CONTINUUM

WOW! Exceeds expectations

5 Strong Shows control and skill in this trait; many strengths present

4 Effective On balance, the strengths outweigh the weaknesses; a small amount of 
revision is needed

3 Developing Strengths and need for revision are about equal; about halfway home

2 Emerging Need for revision outweighs strengths; isolated moments hint at what the 
writer has in mind

1 Not Yet A bare beginning; writer not yet showing any control

Circled number shows where you are on the continuum for each trait.

iDeAS

 5  This paper is clear and focused. It holds the reader’s attention. Relevant anecdotes 
and details enrich the central theme.

 3  The writer is beginning to define the topic, even though development is still basic or 
general.

 1  As yet, the paper has no clear sense of purpose or central theme. To extract meaning 
from the text, the reader must make inferences based on sketchy or missing details. 
The writing reflects more than one of the problems.

orgAniZAtion

 5  The organization enhances and showcases the central idea or theme. The order, 
structure, or presentation of information is compelling and moves the reader 
through the text.

 3  The organizational structure is strong enough to move the reader through the text 
without too much confusion.

 1  The writing lacks a clear sense of direction. Ideas, details, or events seem strung 
together in a loose or random fashion; there is no identifiable internal structure. 
The writing reflects more than one of the problems.

Voice

 5  The writer speaks directly to the reader in a way that is individual, compelling, and 
engaging. The writer crafts the writing with an awareness and respect for the audi-
ence and the purpose for writing.

 3  The writer seems sincere, but not fully engaged or involved. The writing has dis-
cernable purpose, but is not compelling.

 1  The writer seems indifferent to the topic and the content. The writing lacks purpose 
and audience engagement.
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WorD choice

 5  Words convey the intended message in a precise, interesting, and natural way. The 
words are powerful and engaging.

 3  The language is functional, even if it lacks much energy. It is easy to figure out the 
writer’s meaning on a general level.

 1  The writer demonstrates a limited vocabulary or has not searched for words to con-
vey specific meaning. 

Sentence FLuency

 5  The writing has an easy flow, rhythm, and cadence. Sentences are well built, with 
strong and varied structure that invites expressive oral reading.

 3  The text hums along with a steady beat, but tends to be more pleasant or business-
like than musical, more mechanical than fluid.

 1  The reader has to practice quite a bit in order to give this paper a fair interpretive 
reading. The writing reflects more than one of the problems. 

conVentionS

 5  The writer demonstrates a good grasp of standard writing conventions (e.g., spell-
ing, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, usage, paragraphing) and uses conven-
tions effectively to enhance readability. Errors tend to be so few that just minor 
touch-ups would get this piece ready to publish.

  GRADES 7 AND UP ONLY: The writing is sufficiently complex to allow the writer to 
show skill in using a wide range of conventions. For writers at younger ages, the writing 
shows control over those conventions that are grade age appropriate.

 3  The writer shows reasonable control over a limited range of standard writing con-
ventions. Conventions are sometimes handled well and enhance readability; at other 
times, errors are distracting and impair readability.

 1  Errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, usage, and grammar and/or para-
graphing repeatedly distract the reader and make the text difficult to read. The writ-
ing reflects more than one of the problems.

preSentAtion (optional)

 5  The form and presentation of the text enhances the ability of the reader to under-
stand and connect with the message. It is pleasing to the eye.

 3  The writer’s message is understandable in this format.

 1  The reader receives a garbled message due to problems relating to the presentation of 
the text.

This abbreviated version of the 6 + 1 Trait® Writing Model of Instruction & Assessment is used with permission of Education 
Northwest, formerly Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL), Portland, OR.

For more information and access to the complete assessment tool, visit www.educationnorthwest.org.

Copyright © Education Northwest.
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