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SCENARIO

“W
ill’s life was the American dream.
He was rich in friendship, fortune, and fame.
But he always loved people—all people—

With a grin on his face and a smile in his heart.
‘I never met a man I didn’t like.’ ” (n.p.)

Thus ends Zach’s flawless, fluent reading of Will Rogers (Keating, 2001). Abby, his tutor, is perplexed because 
Zach’s mother said he needed help in reading. She explained to Abby that the fourth grader was getting poor 
grades in science and social studies, and his teacher said it was because of his reading. So when he finishes the 
book, Abby compliments him on his excellent reading. However, when she asks him what the book was about, 
he says, “Will Rogers.”

“What did you learn about Will Rogers?” Abby prompts.
“He must be a cowboy because of the picture on the front cover.”
“Is there anything else you remember?” “Not really.”
Abby reads the first page to Zach and then asks what he knows about Will Rogers.
“He traveled all over the world and he never met a man he did not like.” This is exactly all the information 

shared on page one.
“Great! Now you reread the second page and let’s see what we learn.”
Again Zach reads the page without any errors, but he cannot provide any details about the information.
Abby knows some students read fluently without comprehending a passage. She figures this is the case with 

Zach and knows she has hard work ahead of her.
As you read this chapter, consider the following questions:

Guiding questions

1. Do you believe that all fluent readers comprehend what they read?

2. Why would it be important to assess Zach in not just rate but in all components of fluency? What assessments 
would you recommend Abby use for this purpose?

3. Do you know what strategies to teach Zach so he not only reads fluently but also comprehends what he reads?
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