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REFLECTIVE LEARNING

Reluctant Writers

Ms. Bryant has been teaching fifth grade for twenty-seven years. She loves children’s literature and also 
understands the importance of students being able to write well. Her favorite author is Avi, and she uses 
many of his books for read-alouds throughout the year. She has multiple copies of all his books, and students 
are required to read at least one of them during the school year. Many students read more than one because 
they, too, enjoy how he tells a story. One of Ms. Bryant’s assignments at the end of the year is for students to 
select their favorite Avi book and focus on the book’s main topic (e.g., What animal is featured in the story? 
In what country does the story take place? What is the major problem of the protagonist? In what period of 
history does the story take place?). Students must research that topic, write a report, and give an oral pres-
entation on it. Topics taken from the books over the years have included the owls and field mice from Poppy 
(2005), the porcupines from Ereth’s Birthday (2001), the Alaskan Malamute from The Good Dog (2004), 
the beavers from Poppy and Rye (2005), and the era of the 1400s from Midnight Magic (1999).

This year when Ms. Bryant presents the assignment, D.D., a reluctant writer, asks, “Why do I have to 
write a report when I am going to tell the class what I learned?” Ms. Bryant knows there is some truth in 
what he says, but she wants him to write and give an oral presentation.

Questions

1. What should Ms. Bryant do to make the writing assignment authentic?

2. What type of writing assignment would give D.D.’s report a different audience?

3. What technology might Ms. Bryant include to motivate students like D.D.?

4. How should Ms. Bryant implement the new writing assignment?
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