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REFLECTIVE LEARNING

Differentiating Instruction: Gifted Students

Mr. Kasai has just completed his first year of teaching seventh-grade language arts at a school in a low socio-
economic neighborhood. His classes were diverse, each with three to four students who were English learn-
ers. Most students came from single-parent homes in which the parent worked one or two jobs to support 
the family. During the year, he observed that three of his academically gifted students were bored by daily 
assignments; in fact, they usually failed to hand them in. He did notice that when they were discussing the 
novels Under the Same Sky (DeFelice, 2003), about social inequality, and Runner (Deuker, 2007), about a 
teen who lives in poverty on a boat with his alcoholic father, these students became very engaged in the read-
ing and discussion. Mr. Kasai also noticed that they enjoyed research on the topics they were able to choose. 
They also loved to collaborate on gathering research and on creating multimodal presentations.

At the end of the year, Mr. Kasai wished he had given the three gifted students a bigger challenge in every 
assignment. He is determined to find resources throughout the summer that will challenge all his students in 
the next year. But he does not know where to go for ideas. He needs your help.

Throughout this text much emphasis is placed on individualizing learning for all students, but too often 
we focus on struggling readers, when the students who are academically gifted are not challenged. Together 
with your classmates answer the following questions. Use these ideas challenge your future students when 
the time comes.

Questions

1. Who are some educators/researchers besides Joseph Renzulli who focus on the gifted student?

2. What resources, books, and websites can you recommend to Mr. Kasai?

3. What specific projects (find at least 20) would you recommend to Mr. Kasai to increase the motivation 
and engagement of his gifted students?
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RTI, English Learners, and Tutoring

Miss Thomas is a first-year teacher in an urban school in the city where she attended college. During her four 
years at the university, she observed in this school and volunteered to read to the students. She is thrilled to 
teach second grade at this school because she wants to make a difference in children’s lives. She knows her 
students’ success in life will hinge on their receiving a good education and developing a love of learning. She 
has enough experience to understand that school and learning must be interesting and fun.

However, after two weeks she is overwhelmed by the mandates of RTI and the needs of her students. 
Many are native Spanish speakers who have been in the United States less than two years. Through informal 
observation, she finds that many do not know the letter names or their sounds. The school has two reading 
specialists: one whose main job is to assess the students, and the other who is a reading intervention teacher 
providing small-group instruction. Miss Thomas, however, does not understand whether she or the read-
ing specialists are responsible for making sure students who need intense intervention as mandated by RTI 
receive it. She knows her students need more help than small-group instruction will offer, but is unsure about 
of her students’ tier or step in the RTI process.

Questions

1. Where should Miss Thomas go for help?

2. Should she approach the reading specialists about the problem?

3. Should she go to the reading specialists with an idea or a plan?

4. If the school has no funds to pay for outside help, where can she go?
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5. If the school chooses to use tutors, should the reading specialists train the tutors?

6. What lesson format should the tutors follow?

7. Where should the students receive the extra help?

8. What materials will the school need to provide for the tutors?

9. When should the tutors work with the students? Should the students miss the literacy instruction in class? 
Should the tutors tutor while the class has reading?
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