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SCENARIO

D
r. Read, a reading professor in the education department of a university located in a large urban area, 
was inundated with calls from parents whose children attend a school where one of Dr. Read’s former 
students is the principal; the parents are seeking tutors. Dr. Read calls the principal, Ms. Wilson, to find 

out about this sudden need for tutors. Ms. Wilson explains that the school has established a three-tier plan for 
its RTI (Response to Intervention). The school has just released the scores of the first benchmark assessment, and 
many parents are concerned that their child’s score is below grade level and want to get help from a tutor. The 
school has decided that students below grade level after the first benchmark would receive extra small-group 
tutoring during the school day.

Dr. Read understands the parents’ concerns and wants to help them. He decides his preservice elementary 
majors can gain valuable experience by tutoring the struggling readers. He tells his three Reading Diagnosis 
classes about the situation, and many volunteer to become tutors. He schedules a Tuesday afternoon meeting to 
explain what the tutors will need to do. All the preservice students are currently paired with a struggling reader 
from the university lab school, and he tells these new tutors that he expects the same type of lesson plan for this 
new program and that he will be available during tutoring hours.

Dr. Read tells Ms. Wilson that he has sixteen education majors available to tutor the students with the low 
benchmark scores. He asks the parents to share the benchmark scores with the tutors so they can focus on the 
areas that will benefit the child.

A week later the sixteen students come to the university reading clinic for tutoring. At the end of the first 
semester, they take another test at school to determine their growth. The college students are thrilled to learn that 
every student they tutored tested at grade level. The parents are thrilled with their children’s progress and, realizing 
the benefits of tutoring, ask if the college students will continue to tutor their children. They say their children like 
the individual attention and being able to read without other classmates listening in; they also think it is “cool” to 
attend the university.

As you read this chapter, consider the following questions:

Guiding Questions

1. What other options does Ms. Wilson have in terms of providing the students with tutoring?

2. What key elements were likely part of the lesson plans Dr. Read’s students used with struggling readers?

3. What adaptations to the plan would they have made for English learners?

4. If Dr. Read’s students encounter a reader who stops when he does not know a word, what responses would 
you suggest they use with that reader?
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