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SCENARIO

M
rs. Beals, who taught second grade for five years, now begins her first year in preschool. After one 
week of school, she reflects on the wide range of literacy ability, including five English learners who 
have parents that do not speak English in the home. She also observed throughout the week two 

children appear to be very shy. Some children are reading books at the second-grade level and writing/drawing 
stories, while other students do not know how to correctly hold a book and scribble when they write. Of 
course, there are other children who fall somewhere in between the two extremes.

Mrs. Beals understands the challenge that awaits her, but she is excited to take on the challenge! She decides 
that during pretend-play centers (e.g., kitchen, grocery store) she is not going to group children according to 
language ability because she knows that children who have weak language skills will benefit from children with 
advanced language skills. In the writing center she places many types of writing tools (e.g., pencils, crayons) and 
different types of unlined and lined paper so children can draw or write stories. In the reading nook, she has 
wordless books, rebus books, and narrative and informational books on the second-grade level so all children 
can choose a book that fits their interest and reading level. Around the room she labels objects such as clock, 
door, word wall, whiteboard, computers, writing center, reading nook, listening center, large-group center. Each 
day she provides children times to interact while building blocks, floor puzzles, and playing with toys. Mrs. Beals 
understands the importance of a room filled with conversations.

As you are reading the chapter, consider the following questions:

Guiding questions

1. What are activities in Mrs. Beals’ preschool classroom that will promote language development?

2. What particular activities would you use to aid children’s language development?

3. How can Mrs. Beals help the English learners in her class develop speaking and listening skills?
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