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REFLECTIVE LEARNING

Phonemic Awareness

Mr. Ross is certified to teach early childhood and elementary grades. After teaching fifth grade for three 
years, he is offered a kindergarten position and is thrilled to have a new challenge. Even though many of 
his students have spent time in daycare, he will be their first formal teacher because the district has no four-
year-old program.

When Mr. Ross meets with the other kindergarten teachers in the fall, he is surprised to learn about the 
district’s emphasis on phonemic awareness and that teachers are required to assess kindergarteners on it. 
The other kindergarten teachers tell him the principal, a former kindergarten teacher, is motivated to dem-
onstrate that kindergarten students make adequate yearly progress in building phonemic awareness and that 
she will question him regularly on what he is doing to achieve that goal.

The results of the initial DIBELS assessment indicate that most of his students cannot clap syllables, 
many cannot give words that begin with the same initial sound, and no student can delete or manipulate 
sounds. Mr. Ross knows he needs to spend time helping students build their awareness of phonemes; how-
ever, he knows of no strategies to help build phonemic awareness.

Questions

1. What should Mr. Ross do first?

2. Do you think Mr. Ross should spend time each day with explicit instruction in phonemic awareness? 
Explain why or why not, as though you are addressing the parents of children in Mr. Ross’s class.

3. What types of activities are most appropriate for kindergarten children, and which should Mr. Ross use?

4. Where should Mr. Ross go to find creative activities in all the five areas of phonemic awareness?
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5. Is there a particular sequence of the five areas that Mr. Ross should use? Or should he engage the students 
in all five areas each day?
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