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SCENARIO

M
r. Lightfoot taught grade 4 for ten years and is beginning his first year as a kindergarten teacher. He 
understands that it is crucial for all students to be able to distinguish sounds at the end of kindergarten. 
He has read the research studies that support building young students phonemic awareness. It was his 

practice to examine his grade 4 students’ reading records to understand why some students struggle with reading 
and writing, while other students were passionate fluent readers and writers in grade 4. His practice of studying 
students’ reading/writing records affirmed that students who were successful readers and writers in grade 4 were 
able to distinguish syllables and sounds within words by the end of kindergarten. Mr. Lightfoot desires that all 
students learn to read so he decides to take the kindergarten position when it came available. He researches 
phonemic awareness evidence-based strategies and decides he would call the strategies “games” because he also 
knows that young children love to play games. His plan is to observe students as he plays the various sound 
“games” with small groups of three or four students so he can determine if there is any student who appears to 
struggle with sound “games.” His plan is to give extra game time to students who struggle clapping back sylla-
bles, blending, and segmenting phonemes.

As you read this chapter, consider the following questions:

Guiding questions

1. Which dimensions of phonemic awareness are the focus of Mr. Lightfoot’s games?

2. Is Mr. Lightfoot focusing on the most important dimensions of phonemic awareness?

3. From your observations in classrooms or your own kindergarten days, what are some game-like activities 
Mr. Lightfoot could do with his small groups?

4. Choose several activities from the chapter and think about how you would modify these activities for English 
learners.
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