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SCENARIO

t the beginning of the fall semester at Neil Armstrong Middle School, reading interventionist Mr. 
Spearhead is assigned to work with Jesus, a seventh-grade English learner. Jesus has lived in the 
United States for two years and attended five different schools before his father found steady work 

and enrolled Jesus at the school. During their first session, Mr. Spearhead observes the boy struggling to 
read a short poem, “Bring Your Own Lunch” (Lansky, 2009), which has mainly one-syllable words recogniz-
able to most seventh graders. The poem also has rhyming words (e.g., lick/sick and ill/will); however, Jesus 
pronounced lick as let, sick as sack, ill as ill, and will as went. Mr. Spearhead has Jesus tell him about his 
family, their favorite family activities, and his other schools. This allows Mr. Spearhead to assess Jesus’s oral 
language, which he finds adequate for a second-year English learner.

During his second session with Jesus, Mr. Spearhead works with riming words. He reads three words (e.g., 
hall, jump, fall) and asks Jesus to repeat the words that rime. He cannot, so Mr. Spearhead writes hall and fall 
on a whiteboard and underlines the all in each word. Jesus catches on quickly and soon adds to the list by writ-
ing mall, ball, call, and tall. Mr. Spearhead begins with onset and rimes because there are thirty-seven rimes that 
create nearly five hundred words (Stahl, 1998). He also understands the importance of Jesus writing the words 
so he hears, sees, and physically writes the words.

As you read this chapter, consider the following questions:

Guiding questions

1. What do you know about phonics generalizations? Can you remember any jingles you learned about phonics?

2. What generalizations will be important for Mr. Spearhead to teach Jesus?

3. What principles of phonics/spelling instruction is Mr. Spearhead using with Jesus?

4. If you had a student with Jesus’s abilities, what would you do to assess his knowledge of phonics?

5. In what specific additional activities would you engage your student?
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