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Michelle’s graphic organizer and retelling of Patricia Polacco’s The Butterfly (2000).

When? World War II.

Where? France, at Marcelle Solliliage’s home, an 
underground safe haven for Jews escaping to freedom.

Who? Monique (young French girl), Marcelle (her 
mother), Nazi soldiers, Sevrine (a Jewish girl hiding 
in Monique’s basement).

Main Problem: Jews were being taken from homes 
and shipped to “camps.”

Sequence: Monique noticed Sevrine one night in her 
bedroom.

Monique kept taking things, including butterflies, 
to Sevrine to enjoy.

Neighbor spotted the two girls at the bedroom 
window.

Marcelle and husband, dressed like a nun and 
priest, fled on foot with the girls to the French 
countryside.

Another family met them on the way and took 
Sevrine to another place.

At the train station Monique was separated from 
her mother.

Monique made it back to her house without her 
mother.

Her mother found her safe at home.

Climax: Monique and her mother spotted butterflies 
in their garden in the spring; they saw it as a “sign” 
that Sevrine was safe.
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Retelling: Monique and her parents lived in Paris during World War II. They provided a hiding place 
for a Jewish girl who was the same age as Monique. First, Monique did not know who Sevrine was, but 
her mother told her Sevrine was hiding in a secret room in their basement. Monique and Sevrine became 
friends and loved to watch the butterflies from Monique’s bedroom window.

 One day a hateful neighbor spotted two girls at the window (he knew his neighbor had only one 
girl). Monique told her mother, and that night they fled on foot to the countryside where another friend-
ly person helped Sevrine get to Switzerland. When Monique and her mother were returning to Paris, they 
became separated in the crowd at the train station.

 Monique took the train to Paris and walked the two miles to her home. Later her mother arrived 
home too.

 The next spring, Monique and her mother found hundreds of butterflies one day in the garden. 
They saw that as a good sign that Sevrine was safe.


