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             Example of a fifth grade argumentative essay.

Why Oklahoma Should Adopt Deposits 
on Beverage Containers

By Marcus White, Fifth Grade

Oklahoma claims it is a progressive state; however, it 
lags over forty years behind Oregon who adopted the 
first Bottle-Bill (Profita 2013), and behind nine other 
states who have had a Bottle Bill for a couple of decades 
(Smedley).  Oklahoma should join the ten states that 
have adopted Bottle Bills, which requires citizens to pay 
deposits on all aluminum, plastic, and glass beverage con-
tainers. When the citizens return the containers to a retail 
store, a redemption center, or a reverse vending machine, 
they get their deposit back; it does not cost citizens any 
money if they return the containers. The ten states—
California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Iowa, Maine, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Oregon, Vermont, and Guam—report 
four positive results after adopting Bottle Bills. They boast 
that the bill reduces litter and landfills, increases recycling 
incentives, creates jobs, and conserves natural resources 
(Container Recycling Institute). Oklahoma must adopt a 
Bottle Bill so we can experience the same four benefits.

Did you know that plastic water bottles take 700 
years to decompose (Environmental Media Association, 
EMA)? Did you know that Americans use 2,500,000 
plastic bottles every hour, and 80,000,000,000 aluminum 
soda cans every year (EMA)? In 2003, 55.47 percent of 
American’s municipal waste was solid waste such as bever-
age cans, plastic bottles and glass bottles.  This was equal 
to 2.46 pounds of waste per person per day (Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful, KAB). Oklahomans are a part of this monu-
mental problem of litter and waste because we do not 
have a Bottle Bill. In the ten states that have Bottle Bills, 
they have reduced litter and cut down on the amount 
of solid waste in landfills (Container Recycling Institute). 
New York reduced their roadside litter by 70 percent 
(Department of Environmental Conservation), and Okla-
homa can do the same. Adopting a Bottle Bill in Oklaho-
ma would not be a hassle as opponents state, but having 
such a bill will reduce litter and cut down on the amount 
of solid waste in Oklahoma landfills.

The ten states that have a Bottle Bill boast that the 
bill has increased recycling. Did you know that New York 
recycled 90 billion containers, which equals 6 million tons 
of materials that were not put into landfills (Department of 
Environmental Conservation). The ten states that do have 
a Bottle Bill average a recycling rate from 66 to 96 percent 
(Container Recycling Institute). Most states have a five to 
ten cents deposit, but Oregon has increased the deposit 
because five cents does not have the same value it did in 
1971, the year they implemented the bill (Profita). Other 
states are considering raising the deposit also so it is worth 
citizens’ effort to recycling (Container Recycling Institute). 
Oklahoma should begin with a 15-cent deposit on all 
nonalcoholic aluminum, plastic, and glass containers and 
a 20-cent deposit on alcoholic containers.

The third reason that Oklahoma should adopt a Bottle 
Bill is that it will create jobs (Container Recycling Institute). 
Workers are needed to manage the redemption centers. 
Workers are need in the factories that make the reverse 
vending machines. Workers are needed to truck empty 
containers back to the bottling companies so they can be 
recycled. Additional workers will be needed to work the 
machines that recycle the containers. Some opponents of a 
Bottle Bill may think Oklahoma has a low unemployment 
rate; however, this will make it even lower!

There are three primary reasons for Oklahoma to 
adopt a Bottle Bill. First, such a bill will reduce litter and 
keep solid waste out of our landfills. Second, a deposit will 
increase recycling incentives. Third, a Bottle Bill will create 
jobs for Oklahomans. Finally, such a bill will conserve our 
precious natural resources. Join me in writing a letter to 
your state representative to create and adopt a Bottle Bill!
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