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APPENDIX

(1)  Sir Francis Drake Revived

(2)  The Relation of David Ingram

(3)  Ralph Lane’s Discourse on the First 
Colony
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 The three texts reproduced in this appendix were fashioned by authors who 
brought into conversation scholarly, literary, and cultural inf luences from many 
different genres and styles of writing. This amalgamation of inf luences pro-
duced the characteristics particular to the wider body of narrative texts associ-
ated with European imperial expansion. 

 The body of narratives describing the activities of Englishmen abroad brought 
before readers information derived from a variety of diverse overseas activities—
descriptions of trade, diplomacy, and military service were printed. Aware of 
Spanish methods put in place—through interviews, questionnaires, and reports—
to gather and systematize knowledge, Englishmen such as Richard Hakluyt sug-
gested that sailors and travelers record their experiences in such a way that they 
might be useful to the state and individuals who might follow in their footsteps. 

 Consequently, these genres and texts brought the forms of descriptions par-
ticular to these diverse realms into conversation with each other. Englishmen 
were publishing domestic travel descriptions; descriptions of devotional travels 
and pilgrimages; natural-historical descriptions of nature, environment, and 
tales of oddities and strange journeys within the British Isles. 

 These branches of descriptive narratives could not remain  separate  from one 
another—domestic mad journeys affected the literature of international trade 
and travel literature; devotional literature affected travel narratives; natural his-
tory descriptions and observations affected domestic mad journeys and devo-
tional literature; travel narratives and pilgrimage narratives affected each other. 

 Columbus’ voyages and the subsequent Spanish conquest/despoliation of the 
New World were described in published letters, narratives, and chronicles. The 
‘conquest’ was a published process, made real for readers through the genres 
that emerged to describe what happened. Pre-existing forms existed to allow 

    INTRODUCTION  
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mariners to record their travels and experiences so that those who followed 
them might make their way safely. 

 These narrative texts are characteristically  late-Elizabethan —hostility to Spain 
is palpable, it is of supreme importance, and Is one of the constants and organiz-
ing principles of the common worldview. 

 Understandably, English imperial expansion in the early modern period—
framed within the matrix of opposition to Spain (and the Catholic Church)—
was inextricably connected to pre-existing messianic religious ideologies. Since 
the fear of a universal monarchy enlivened opposition to the Spanish—it would 
be surprising if the opposition to such a force were  not  infused with an incan-
descent religious fervor. The defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 will feed 
into the general idea of an English mission to confront and defeat Spain. 

 The first text,  Sir Francis Drake Revived , presents the Englishman as a hero on a 
providential mission to disrupt the Spanish; in the second, David Ingam ends his 
account with a description of Englishmen facing down the Devil himself; and in 
the third, Ralph Lane sees himself best by a coterie of scheming pagan lords. The 
Drake text has the added element of having been prepared for publication in the 
midst of political concerns about a new monarch’s loyalty to Protestantism. 

 English supremacy over the peoples and kingdoms of the British Isles, as well 
as their (presumed) leadership of Protestantism—reinforce the belief that they 
are a nation favored with intelligence, ability, and power. English adventurers 
who hoped to replace the Spanish carried themselves as if they believed that 
the Spanish  did not really understand  what it was they had built in the Americas. 
In addition, it was taken as given that the Indigenous peoples were  not capable 
of understanding  their own existences. It is ironic that Lane, the leader of the 
Roanoke expedition, believed himself to be intelligently assessing the situation 
and re-acting to the Indigenous strategic reality in a prudent fashion, when in 
reality he was created a bloody mess. 

Like Cervantes’ Quixote-book, the narratives in the texts present information 
through a complicated interplay of perspectives and not-entirely-chronological 
timeframes.  Ingram’s account is the most radical in this regard.  The text is 
presented as the record of an examination of Ingram by the recorder of the text. 
While Ingram is ‘the actor’ in the text, at the same time the recorder provides 
commentary upon the truthfulness of his descriptions, or the extreme nature 
of some of his contributions.  Each of the texts have elements of this layering of 
perspectives, time-frames, and experiences. 

The goal has been to produce readable versions of the texts in modern-
spelling, with any derogatory terms, usages, and forms of address excised.  
Ingram and Lane’s use of the term savages has been changed to Indians or indige-
nous man (or woman, or people), and Nichol’s use of the term negro in Sir Francis 
Drake Revived has been changed to Black man or Black person.

Due to its length, Sir Francis Drake Revived is presented in a shortened ver-
sion, with cuts to the text marked by two asterisks.  I chose to include all of 
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the sections of the text that include Drake’s interactions with the symerons—I 
made cuts to the text prior to his engagement with them, as well as descriptions 
of his adventures in the South Sea and South America.

 *** 

 A body of insightful scholarship is available to assist readers in the analysis of 
texts such as these: 

 J. Canizarres-Esguerra, Puritan Conquistadors: Iberianizing the Atlantic, 1550–1700, 
(Cambridge, 2006) 

 D. Carey and C. Jowitt, (eds.),  Richard Hakluyt and Travel Writing in Early Modern 
Europe , (Aldgate, 2012; Routledge, 2016) 

 D. Carey and C. Jowitt ,  “Introduction: Early Modern Travel Writing: Variet-
ies, Transitions, Horizons,”  Studies in Travel Writing  13 (2009): 95–98 

 N. Das and T. Youngs, (eds.),  The Cambridge History of Travel Writing , (Cam-
bridge, 2019) 

 R. R. Davies, The First English Empire: Power and Identities in the British Isles 
1093–1343, (Oxford, 2002) 

 W. Eamon, Science and the Secrets of Nature: Books of Secrets in Medieval and Early 
Modern Culture, (Princeton, 1996) 

 M. C. Fuller, Voyages in Print: English Narratives of Travel to America, 1576–1624, 
(Cambridge, 1995) 

 A. Grafton and A. Shelford, New Worlds, Ancient Texts: The Power of Tradition 
and the Shock of Discovery, (Harvard, 1995) 

 S. Greenblatt, Marvelous Possessions: The Wonder of the New World, enlarged edi-
tion (Chicago, 2017) 

 P. Hellawell, “‘The Best and Most Practical Philosophers’: Seamen and the 
Authority of Experience in Early Modern Science”  History of Science  (2019) 

 P.C. Mancall, (ed.), Travel Narratives from the Age of Discovery: An Anthology 
(Oxford, 2006) 

 W. Mignolo, The Darker Side of the Renaissance: Literacy, Territoriality, and Colo-
nization 2d edition (Michigan, 2003) 

 B. Ogilvie, The Science of Describing: Natural History in Renaissance Europe, (Chi-
cago, 2008) 

 A. Parr, Renaissance Mad Voyages: Experiments in Early Modern English Travel, 
(Routledge, 2016) 

 M. L. Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation, 2d edition (Rout-
ledge, 2007) 

 J. P. Rubiés, Travel and Ethnology in the Renaissance: South India Through European 
Eyes, 1250–1675, (Cambridge, 2001) 

 M. E. Schotte, Sailing School: Navigating Science and Skill, 1550–1800, ( Johns 
Hopkins, 2019) 

 C. Thrush, Indigenous London: Native Travelers at the Heart of the Empire, (Yale, 2016)  
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 By PHILIP NICHOLS, Preacher. 
 Reviewed by Sir Francis Drake himselfe before his death, 

 and much holpen and enlarged by divers Notes with his owne 
 hand here and there Inserted. 

 Set forth by Sir Francis Drake Baronet 
 (his Nephew) now living. 

 LONDON, 
 Printed for  Nicbolas ‘Bourne , dwelling at the South 

 Entrance of the Royall Exchange, 1628. 

 Primary Document One 

 Sir Francis Drake Revived: 
Calling upon this Dull or Effeminate Age to 

follow his Noble steps for Gold and Silver. 
  By this Memorable Relation of the Rare occurrences  

  (never yet declared to the World) in a third Voyage made  
 by him into the West-Indies, in the yeeres 72 and 73 when 

  Nombre de Dios  was by him and fiftie two others 
 onely in his Companie surprised. 

 Faithfully taken out of the Report of M.  Christopher Ceely, Ellis  
  Hixom  and others, who were in the same Voyage with him. 
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 SIR  FRANCIS DRAKE  
   REVIVED . 

  Calling upon this Dull or Effeminate 
 Age to follow his Noble Steps for 

 Gold and Silver. 

 On Whitsunday Eve, being the 24th of May in the year 1572, Captain Drake 
in the Pascha of Plymouth of 70 tons his Admiral, with the Swan of the same 
port of 25 tons his Vice-Admiral, in which his brother John Drake was Cap-
tain (having in both of them of men and boyes seaventy three, all voluntarily 
assembled, of which the eldest was fifty, all the rest under thirty: so divided 
that there were forty-seven in one ship, and twenty-six in the other: both richly 
furnished, with victuals and apparel for a whole year: and no less heedfully 
provided of all manner of munition, artillery, artificers, stuff and tools, that 
were requisite for such a man of war in such an attempt, but especially hav-
ing three dainty pinnaces, made in Plymouth, taken a sunder all in pieces and 
stowed aboard, to be set up as occasion served -- set sail from out of the Sound 
of Plymouth, with intent to land at Nombre de Dios. 

  May   24 .   1572 . 

 The wind continued prosperous and favorable at Northeast, and gave us a very 
good passage, without any alteration or change, so that, albeit we had sight of 
Porto Santo, one of the Maderas, and of the Canaries also within twelve dayes of our 
setting forth, yet we never struck sail, nor came to anchor, nor made any stay for 
any cause, neither there nor else where, until 25 days after, when we had sight of 
the island of Guadalupe, one of the islands of the West Indies, goodly high land. 

 ** 

  June   29 . 

 … [A]bout three in the afternoon, we set sail, towards the Continent of 
Terra Firma. And the f ifth day after we had sight of the high land of Santa 
Martha, but came not near the shore by ten leagues, but thence directed our 
course for a place called by us Port Pheasant, for that our Captain had so named 
it in his former voyage, by reason of the great store of those goodly Fowles 
which he and his Company did then daily kill, and feed on, in that place. In 
this course, notwithstanding we had two dayes calm, yet within six days we 
arrived at our Port Phesant, which is a f ine round Bay, of very safe harbour 
for all winds, lying between two high points, not past half a cables length 
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over at the mouth, but within eight or ten cables length everie way, having 
ten or twelve fathom water, more or less, full of good fish, the soil also very 
fruitful; which may appeare by this, that our Captain having been in this place 
within a year and few days before, and having rid the place with many alleys 
and paths made, yet now all was so overgrown again, as that we doubted at first 
whether this were the same place or no. 

  July   1. 
 July   6.
July   12 . 

 At our entrance into this bay, our Captain having given order to his brother 
what to do if any occasion should happen in his absence, was on his way, with 
intent to have gone a-land, with some few only in his company, because he 
knew there dwelt no Spaniards within thirty-five leagues of that place, Tolu. 
being the nearest to the eastwards, and Nombre de Dios to the westwards, 
where any of that nation dwelt. But as we were rowing a-shore, we saw a 
smoke in the woods, even near the place which our Captaine had aforetime 
frequented; therefore thinking it fit to take more strength with us, he caused 
his other boat also to be manned with certain muskets and other weapons, sus-
pecting some enemy had been a-shore. 

 ** 

  July  13. 

 Within seven dayes after his coming, having set up our pinnaces, and dis-
patched all our business in providing all things necessary out of our ships into 
our pinnaces, we departed from that harbor, setting sail in the morning towards 
Nombre de Dios, continuing our course til we came to the Isles of Pinos: where 
being within three days arrived, we found two frigates of Nombre de Dios, lad-
ing plank and timber from thence. 

  July  20. 

 The Black people which were in those frigates gave us some particular 
understanding of the present state of the town, and besides told us that they 
had heard a report that certain soldiers should come thither shortly, and were 
daily looked for, from the governor of Panama and the country thereabout, to 
defend the town against the Symerons (a Black people which about eighty years 
past f led from the Spaniards, their Masters, by reason of their cruelty, and are 
since grown to a nation, under two Kings of their own. The one inhabits to the 
west, the other to the east of the way from Nombre de Dios to Panama) which 
had near surprised it about six weeks before. 
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  July   22 . 

 Our Captain, willing to use those Black people well (not hurting himself ), 
set them a shore upon the main, that they might perhaps join themselves to 
their countrymen the Symerons, and gain their liberty if they would, or if they 
would not, yet by reason of the length and troublesomeness of the way by land 
 to  Nombre de Dios, he might prevent any notice of his coming, which they 
should be able to give. For he was loath to put the town to too much charge 
(which he knew they would willingly bestow) in providing before hand for his 
entertainement, and therefore he hastened his going there, with as much speed 
and secrecy as possibly he could. 

 To this end, disposing of all his companies according as they inclined most, 
he left the three ships and the caravel with Captaine Rause, and chose into his 
four pinnaces (Captaine Rauses shallop made the fourth) besides fifty-three of 
our men, twenty more of Captaine Rauses company, with which he seemed 
competently furnished to achieve what he intended: especially having propor-
tioned, according to his own purpose and our men’s disposition, their several 
armes, comprising six targets, six firepikes, twelve pikes, twenty-four muskets 
and callivers, sixteen bows, and six partizans, two drums, and two trumpets. 

 ** 
 We were no sooner returned to our strength, but there was a report brought 

by some of our men that our pinnaces were in danger to be taken, and that if 
we our selves got not aboard before day, we should be oppressed with mul-
titudes both of soldiers and townspeople. This report had his ground from 
one Diego a Black man ,  who in the time of the f irst conf lict came and called 
to our pinnaces, to know whether they were Captain Drake’s? Upon answer 
received continued asking to be taken aboard (though he had f irst three or 
four shot made at him) until at length they fetched him and learned by him 
that not past eight days before our arrival the King had sent thither some 
hundred and f ifty soldiers to guard the town against the Symerons, and the 
town at this time was full of people besides; which all the rather believed, 
because it agreed with the report of the Black people which we took before 
at the Isle of Pinos. And therefore our Captain sent his brother and John 
Oxnam to understand the truth. They found our men, which we left in our 
pinnaces, much frighted because they saw great troops and companies run-
ning up and down, with matches a-light, some with other weapons, crying 
Que gente? que gente? which having not been at the f irst conf lict but coming 
from the utter ends of the town (being at least as big as Plymouth) came many 
times near us, and, understanding that we were English, discharged their 
pieces and ran away. 

 ** 
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 [T]he Black man previously mentioned, being examined more fully, con-
firmed this report of the gold and silver, with many other intelligences of 
importance, especially how we might have gold and silver enough if we would, 
by means of the Symerons, whom though he had betrayed divers times (being 
used by his masters to do so) so that hee knew they would kill him, if they got 
him, yet if our Captain would undertake his protection, he would adventure 
his life, because he knew our Captain’s name was most precious and highly 
honoured of them. 

 ** 

  Aug. 14 . 

 After that our Captain had brought all his f leet together, and set the Span-
ish captives ashore; and so headed to the islands of Saint Bernard, about three 
leagues of the town, where we found great store of fish for our refreshing. 

 Here our Captain considering that he was now discovered upon two of the 
cheifest places of all the coast, and yet not meaning to leave it til he had found 
the Symerons and made his voyage as he had conceived, which would require 
some length of time, and sure manning of his pinnaces, he determined with 
himself to burn one of his ships and make of the other a storehouse, that his 
pinnaces (which could not otherwise) might be throughly manned, and so he 
might be able to abide any time. 

 ** 

 Aug.  15  .

 The next morning we resolved to seek out some fit place in the sound of 
Darien, where we might safely leave our ship at anchor, not discoverable by 
the enemy, who thereby might imagine us quite departed from the coast, and 
we the meantime better follow our purposes with our pinnaces; of which our 
Captain would himself take two to Rio Grande, and the third leave with his 
brother to seek the Symerons. 

 ** 

 Sept. 11. 

 Within three dayes after we arrived at the place which our Captain chose at 
first to leave his Ship in, which was called by our company Port Plenty ,  by rea-
son we brought in there continually all manner store of good victuals, which 
we took going that way by sea, for the victualling of Carthagene and Nombre 
de Dios, as also the f leets (  f lotas ) going and coming out of Spain, so that if 
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we had been two thousand, yea, three thousand persons, we might with our 
pinnaces easily have provided them sufficient store of wine, meale, cassava 
(a kinde of bread made of a root called yucca, whose juice is poison, but the 
substance good, and wholesome), dried beef, dried fish, live sheep, live hogs, 
aboundance of hens, besides the infinite store of dainty fish very easily to be 
taken every day. 

 Insomuch that we were forced to build four several magazines or store-
houses, some ten, some twenty leagues asunder, some in islands, some in 
the maine, providing our selves in various places, that though the enemy 
should with force surprise anyone, yet we might be suff iciently furnished, 
til we had made our voyage as we did hope. In building of these, our Black 
people’s help was very much, as having a special skill in the speedy erection 
of such houses. This our store was such, as thereby we relieved not only our 
selves and the Symerons, while they were with us, but also two French ships 
in extreme want. 

 For in our absence Captain John Drake, having one of our pinnaces as was 
appointed, went in with the main, and as he rowed along the shore, where he 
was directed by Diego, the Black man aforesaid, who willingly came to us at 
Nombre de Dios, he espied certaine of the Symerons, with whom he dealt so 
effectually that in conclusion he left two of our men with their leader, and 
brought aboard two of theirs, agreeing that they should meet him againe the 
next day, at a river midway betweene the Cabezas and our ships, which they 
named Rio Diego. 

 These two being very sensible men, chosen out by their commander, did 
with all reverence and respect declare unto our Captain that their nation con-
ceived great joy of his arrival, because they knew him to be an enemy to the 
Spaniards, not only by his late being in Nombre de Dios, but also by his former 
voyages; and therefore were ready to assist and favor his enterprises against his 
and their enemies to the uttermost. And to that end their captain and company 
did stay at this present near the mouth of Rio Diego, to attend what answer 
and order should be given them: that they would have marched by land, even 
to this place, but that the way is very long, and more troublesome by reason of 
many steep mountaines, deep rivers and thick brakes. Desiring therefore, that 
it might please our Captain to take some order, as he thought best, with all 
convenient speed in this behalf. 

 Our Captain, considering the speech of these persons, and weighing it with 
his former intelligences (had not onely by Black people but Spaniards also, 
whereof he was always very careful), as also conferring it with his brother’s 
informations of the great kindness that they shewed him being lately with 
them, after he had heard the opinions of those of best service with him, what 
were fittest to be done presently, resolved himself with his brother and the two 
Symerons, in his two pinnaces to go toward this river, as he did the same eve-
ning; giving order that the ship and the rest of his f leet should the next morning 
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follow him, because there was a place of as great safety and sufficiency, which 
his brother had found out neere the river. The safety of it consisted, not only 
in that which is common all along that coast from Tolu to Nombre de Dios, 
being above sixty leagues, that it is a most goodly and plentiful country, and 
yet inhabited not with one Spaniard, or any for the Spaniards, but especially in 
that it lies among a great many of goodly islands full of trees, where, though 
there be channels, yet there are such rocks and shoales that no man can enter 
by night, without great danger, nor by day without discovery, whereas our ship 
might lie hidden within the trees. 

 The next day we arrived at this river, where we found the Symerons accord-
ing to promise. The rest of their number were a mile up in a wood by the 
river’s side. There, after we had given them entertainement and received good 
testimonies of their joy and good will towards us, we took two more of them 
into our pinnaces, leaving our two men with the rest of theirs, to march by 
land to another river called Rio Guana, with intent there to meet with another 
company of Symerons, which were now in the mountains. 

  Sept. 14 . 

 So we departed that day from Rio Diego, with our pinnaces towards our ship, 
as marvelling that she followed us hot as was appointed. But two dayes after, 
we found her in the place where we left her, but in far other state, being much 
spoiled, and in great danger, by reason of a tempest she had in our absence. 

 ** 

  Sept. 19 . 

 We were forced to spend the best part of three days, after our departure from 
our Port Plenty, before we were quiet in the new-found road, which we had 
but newly entred when our two men and the former troop of Symerons, with 
twelve other whom they had met in the mountains, came in sight over against 
our ship, on the maine, where we set them all aboard to their great comfort 
and our content, they rejoicing that they should have some fit opportunity to 
wreak their wrongs on the Spaniards, we hoping that now our voyage should 
be bettered. 

  Sept. 22.  
Sept. 23 . 

 At our first meeting, when our Captain had moved them to show him the 
means which they had to furnish him with gold and silver, they answered 
plainly that had they known gold had been his desire they could have satisfied 
him with store, which for the present they could not do, because the rivers, 
in which they had sunk great store which they had taken from the Spaniards, 
rather to despite them then for love of gold, were now so high, that they could 
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not get it out of such depths for him, and because the Spaniards in these rainy 
months do not use to carry their treasure by land. 

 This answer, although it was somewhat unlooked for yet nothing discon-
tented us, but rather pursuaded us further of their honest and faithful meaning 
towards us. Therefore our Captain, to entertain these five months, commanded 
all our ordnance and artillery a shore, with all our other provisions, sending his 
pinnaces to the maine, to bring over great trees, to make a fort upon the same 
island, for the planting of all our ordnance therein, and for our safeguard, if the 
enemy in all this time should chance to come. 

 Our Symerons   cut down palmito   boughs and branches, and with wonderfull 
speed raised up two large houses for all our company. Our fort was then made 
(by reason of the place) triangle wise with maine timber and earth, of which the 
trench yielded us good store, so that we made it thirteen foot in height. 

  Sept . 24. 

 But after we had continued upon this island foureteen days, our Captain, 
having determined with three pinnaces to go for Carthagene,   left his brother 
John Drake   to govern these who remained behind with the Symerons,   to f in-
ish the fort which he had begun. For which he appointed him to fetch boards 
and planks, as many as his pinnace would carry, from the prize which we 
tooke at Rio Grand   and left at the Cativas,   where she drove ashore and was 
wrecked, in our absence, but now she might serve very commodiously to 
supply our uses, in making platformes for our ordnance. Thus our Captain 
and his brother took their leave, the one to the eastward, and the other to the 
Cativas. 

 ** 

  Nov . 13. 

 ** 

 The next morning being fair weather, though the wind continued contrary, 
our Captain commanded the  Minion,  his lesser pinnace, to hasten away before 
him towards his ships at Fort Diego within the Cabezas ,  to carry news of his 
coming, and to put all things in a readiness for our land journey, if they hear 
any thing of the  f lotas  arrival by the  Symerons,  giving the  Minion  charge, if they 
wanted wine, to take Saint Bernards in their way, and there take in some such 
portion, as they thought good, of the wines which we had there hidden in the 
sand. 

  Nov . 15. 

 We plyed to windwards, as near as we could, so that within a seven-night 
after the  Minion  departed, we came to Saint Bernards ,  where we stayed many 
hours, finding but twelve  botijos  of wine, of all the store we left, which had 
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escaped the curious search of the enemy (who had been there) for that they 
were deep in the ground. 

  Nov . 22. 

 Within four or five days after we came to our ship, where we found all other 
things in good order, but received very heavy news of the death of John Drake ,  
our Captain’s brother, and another young man called Richard Allen ,  which 
were both slain at one time, as they attempted the boarding of a frigate within 
two days after our departing from them. 

  Nov . 27. 

 ** 

 Thus having moored our ships fast, our Captain resolved to keep himself 
close, without being discovered, until he might hear of the coming of the 
Spanish  f lota , and therefore set no more to sea, but supplied his wants, both 
for his own company and the  Symerons,  out of his foresaid magazine, besides 
daily out of the woods, with wild hogs, pheasants and iguanas; continuing 
in health (God be praised) all the meantime, which was a month at least, til 
at length about the beginning of January, half a score of our company fell 
down sick altogether, and the most of them died within two or three days: 
so long that we had thirty at a time sick of the  calenture , which attacked our 
men, either by reason of the sudden change from cold to heat, or by reason of 
brackish water which had been taken in by one pinnace, through the sloth of 
their men, in the mouth of the river, not rowing further in where the water 
was good. 

  Jan . 3 [1573] .

 ** 

 The  Symerons,  who had been entertained by our Captain in September last, 
and usually repaired to our ship, during all the time of our absence ranged the 
country up and down, between Nombre de Dios and us, to learn what they 
might do for us, whereof they gave our Captain advertisement from time to 
time, as now particularly certain of them let him understand that the  f lota  was 
certainly arrived at Nombre de Dios. 

 Therefore he sent the  Lyon  to the seamost island of the  Cativas,  to discry the 
truth of the report: by reason it must needs be that if the  f lota  were in Nombre 
de Dios all the frigates of the country would repaire thitherwards with victual. 

  Jan . 30. 

 The  Lyon  within few days descried what she was sent for, espying a frigate 
which she presently boarded and took, laden with  maiz , hens, and  pompions  
from  Tolu , who assured us of the whole truth of the arrival of the  f lota . In this 
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frigate were taken one woman and twelve men, of whom one was the  escriviano  
of  Tolu . These we used very courteously, keeping them diligently guarded from 
the deadly hatred of the  Symerons,  who sought daily by all means they could 
to get them of our Captain, that they might cut their throats to revenge their 
wrongs and injuries which the Spanish nation had done them; but our Captain 
pursuaded them not to touch them or give them ill countenance while they 
were in his charge, and took order for their safety, not only in his presence, but 
also in his absence. For when he had prepared to take his journey for  Panama  
by land, he gave Ellis Hixom charge of his own ship and company, and espe-
cially of those Spaniards whom he had put into the great prize, which was haled 
a-shore to the island (which we termed Slaughter Island ,  because so many of 
our men died there) and used as a store-house for our selves, and a prison for 
our enemies. 

 All things thus ordered, our Captain (conferring with his company and the 
chiefest of the  Symerons  what provisions were to be prepared for this great and 
long journey, what kind of weapons, what store of victuals, and what manner 
of apparel) was especially advised to carry as great store of shoes as possibly he 
might, by reason of so many rivers with stones and gravel as they were to pass, 
which accordingly providing, prepared his company for that journey, entering 
it upon Shrove-Tuesday. At what time there had died twenty-eight of our men; 
and a few whole men were left aboard with Ellis Hixom to keep the ship and 
tend the sick, and guard the prisoners. 

 Feb. 3. 

 At his departure our Captain gave this master straight charge in any case not 
to trust any messenger that should come in his name with any tokens, unless 
he brought his hand writing: which he knew could not be counterfeited by the 
 Symerons  or Spaniards. 

 We were in all forty-eight, of which eighteen only were English; the rest 
were  Symerons,  which besides their arms every one of them bore a great quan-
tity of victual and provision, supplying our want of cariages in so long a march, 
so that we were not troubled with any thing but our furniture. And because 
they could not carry enough to suffice us altogether, therefore, as they prom-
ised before, so by the way with their arrows they provided for us competent 
store from time to time. 

 They have every one of them two sorts of arrows, the one to defend himself 
and offend the enemy, the other to kill his victuals. These for fight are some-
what like the Scottish arrow, only somewhat longer, and headed with iron, 
wood, or fish-bones, But the arrows for provision are of three sorts. The first 
serves to kill any great beast as oxe, stag, or wilde boar. This hath a head of iron 
of a pound and a half weight, shaped in form like the head of a javelin or boar-
spear, as sharp as any knife, making so large and deep a wound as can hardly 
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be believed of him that has not seen it. The second serves for smaller beasts and 
has a head of three quarters of a pound. This he most usually shoots. The third 
serves for all manner of birds: it has a head of an ounce weight. And these heads, 
though they be of iron only, yet are they so cunningly tempered that they will 
continue a very good edge a long time, and though they be turned sometimes 
yet they will never or seldom break. The necessity, in which they stand con-
tinually, causes them to have iron in far greater account then gold: and no man 
among them is of greater estimation then he that can most perfectly give this 
temper unto it. 

 Every day we were marching by sunrise; we continued til ten in the fore-
noon, then resting (ever near some river) til past twelve, we marched til four, 
and then by some riverside we rested in such houses as either we found prepared 
by them, when they travelled these woods, or they daily built very readily for 
us, in this manner: 

 As soon as we came to the place where we intended to lodge the  Symerons,  
presently laying down their burdens, fell to cutting of forks or posts, and poles 
or rafters, and  palmito  boughs, or plantain leaves, and with great speed set up, to 
the number of six houses. For every of which, they first fastned deep into the 
ground three or four great posts with forks; upon them they laid one transome, 
which was commonly about twenty foot, and made the sides in the manner 
of the roofs of our country houses, thatching it close with those leaves, which 
keep out water a long time, observing always that in the lower ground, where 
greater heat was, they left some three or four foot open unthached below, and 
made the houses, or rather roofs, so many foot the higher. But in the hills, 
where the air was more piercing and the nights colder, they made our rooms 
always lower, and thatched them close to the ground, leaving only one door to 
enter at, and a louver-hole for a vent, in the midst of the roof. In every one of 
these they made four lodgings, and three fires, one in the midst, and one at each 
end of every house, so that the room was most temperately warm, and nothing 
annoyed with smoke, partly by reason of the nature of the wood which they use 
to burn, yeelding very little smoke, partly by reason of their artificial making 
of it, as firing the wood (cut in length like our billets) at the ends, and joining 
them together so close, that though no f lame or fire did appear, yet the heat 
continued without intermission. 

 Near many of the rivers where we stayed or lodged we found sundry sorts 
of fruits, which we might use with great pleasure and safety temperately,  mam-
meas, guyavas, palmitos, pines, oranges, limons ; and various other from eating of 
which they disuaded us in any case, unless we eat very few of them, and those 
first dry rosted, as  plantans, potatos,  and such like. 

 In journeying, as oft as by chance they found any wild swine, of which those 
hills and valleys have store, they would ordinarily, six at a time, deliver their 
burdens to the rest of their fellows, and pursue, kill, and bring away after us, 
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as much as they could carry, and time permitted. One day as wee travelled the 
 Symerons  found an otter and prepared it to be dressed. Our Captain marvelling 
at it, Pedro     (our chief  Symeron ) asked him,  Are you a man of war, and in want, and 
yet doubt whether this be meat that has blood?  Our Captain rebuked himself secretly, 
that he had so slightly considered of it before. 

 The third day of our journey, they brought us to a town of their own, seated 
near a fair river, on the side of a hill, environed with a dike of eight foot broad 
and a thick mud wall of ten foot high, sufficient to stop a sudden surprizer. It 
had one long and broad street lying east and west, and two other cross streets of 
less breadth and length. There were in it some five or six and fifty households, 
which were kept so clean and sweet that not only the houses but the very streets 
were very pleasant to behold. In this town we saw they lived very civilly and 
cleanly, for as soon as we came there they washed themselves in the river, and 
changed their apparrel, which was very fine and fitly made (as also their women 
do wear) somewhat after the Spanish fashion, though nothing so costly. This 
town is distant thirty-five leagues from Nombre de Dios, and forty-five from 
Panama .  It is plentifully stored with many sorts of beasts and fowl, with plenty 
of maiz and sundry fruits. 

 Touching their affection in religion, they have no kind of priests, only they 
held the Cross in great reputation; but at our Captain’s persuasion they were 
contented to leave their Crosses, and to learn the Lord’s prayer, and to be 
instructed in some measure concerning God’s true worship. They keep a con-
tinual watch in four parts, three miles off their town, to prevent the mischiefs 
which the Spaniards intend against them, by the conducting of some of their 
own coats which, having been taken by the Spaniards, have been enforced to; 
wherein, as we learned, sometimes the Spaniards have prevailed over them, 
specially when they lived less careful; but since then they against the Spaniards, 
whom they kill like beasts, as often as they take them in the woods, having 
aforehand understood of their coming. 

 We stayed with them that night and the next day til noon, during which 
time they related to us various very strange accidents that had fallen out 
between them and the Spaniards, namely one: A gallant gentleman enter-
tained by the governours of the country undertook the year past with a hun-
dred and f ifty soldiers to put this town to the sword, men, women, and 
children, being conducted to it by one of them that had been taken prisoner 
and won by great gifts. He surprised it half an houre before day, by which 
occasion most of the men escaped but many of their women and children 
were slaughtered, or taken. But the same morning by sunrise, after that their 
guide was slain in following another man’s wife and that the  Symerons  had 
assembled themselves in their strength, they behaved themselves in such sort 
and drove the Spaniards to such extremity that, what with the disadvantage of 
the woods, having lost their guide, and thereby their way, what with famine 
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and want, there escaped not past thirty of them, to return answer to those 
who sent them. 

 Feb. 7. 

 Their King dwelt in a city within sixteen leagues southeast of Panama ,  
which is able to make one thousand seven hundred fighting men. 

 They all entreated our Captain very earnestly to make his aboad with them 
some two or three days, promising that by that time they would double his 
strength if he thought good. But he, thanking them for their offer, told them 
that he could stay no longer, it was more then time to prosecute his purposed 
voyage; as for strength, he would with no more then he had, although he might 
have presently twenty times as much, which they tooke as proceeding not only 
from kindness, but also from magnanimity, and therefore they marched footh 
that afternoon with great good will. 

 This was the order of our march: Four of those  Symerons  that best knew the 
ways went about a mile distance before us, breaking boughs as they went, to be 
a direction to those that followed, but with great silence, which they required 
us also to keep. Then twelve of them were as it were our vanguard and other 
twelve our rearward, we with their two captains in the midst. 

 All the way was through woods very cool and pleasant, by reason of those 
goodly and high trees that grow there so thick that it is cooler travelling there 
under them in that hot region, then it is in the most parts of England in the 
summer time. This gave a special encouragement unto us all, that we under-
stood there was a great tree about the midway, from which we might at once 
discern the North Sea from whence we came, and the South Sea where we 
were going. 

 The fourth day following we came to the height of the desired hill (a very 
high hill, lying east and west, like a ridge between the two Seas) about ten of 
the dock; where the chiefest of these  Symerons  took our Captain by the hand 
and prayed him to follow him, if he was desirous to see at once the two Seas, 
which he had so long longed for. 

  Feb . 11. 

 Here was that goodly and great high tree, in which they had cut and made 
divers steps to ascend up neere unto the top, where they had made a convenient 
Bower wherein tenne or twelve men might easily sit: and from thence we might 
without any difficulty plainly see  the Atlantic    Ocean where now we came and 
the south  Atlantic  so much desired. South and north of this tree they had felled 
certain trees that the prospect might bee the cleerer, and neere about the Tree 
there were divers strong houses that had beene built long before, as well by other 
 Symerons  as by these, which usually passe that way, as being inhabited in divers 
places in those waste countries. 
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 After our Captain had ascended to this bower with the chief  Symeron  and 
(having as it pleased God at that time, by reason of the breeze, a very fair day) 
had seen that sea of which he had heard such golden reports, he besought 
Almighty God of his goodness to give him life and leave to sail once in an 
English ship in that sea. And then, calling up all the rest of our men, acquainted 
 John Oxnam  especially with this his petition and purpose, if it would please 
God to grant him that happiness; who, understanding it, presently protested 
that unless our Captain did beat him from his company he would follow him 
by God’s grace. 

 Thus all, throughly satisfied with the sight of the seas, descended and, after 
our repast, continued our ordinary march through woods yet two dayes more 
as before without any great varietie. But then we came to march in a cham-
pion country, where the grass grows not only in great length as the knotgrass 
groweth in many places, but to such height that the inhabitants are faine to 
burn it three times in the year that it may be able to feed their cattle, of which 
they have thousands. For it is a kind of grass with a stalk as big as a great 
wheaten reed, which has a blade issuing from the top of it, on which though the 
cattle feed yet it grows every day higher, until the top be too high for an oxe to 
reach. Then the inhabitants are wont to put fire to it, for the space of five or six 
miles together, which notwithstanding, after it is thus burnt within three days 
it springs up fresh like green corn. Such is the great fruitfulness of the soil by 
reason of the eevenness dews of the day and night, and the rich dewes which 
fall every morning. 

  Feb . 13. 

 In these three last day’s march in the champion, as we past over the hills we 
might see Panama five or six times a day, and the last day we saw the ships rid-
ing in the road. 

  Feb . 14. 

 But after that we were come within a day’s journey of  Panama,  our Captain 
(understanding by the  Symerons  that the dames of  Panama  make a habit to send 
forth hunters and fowlers for taking of dainty fowl, which the Land yields, by 
whom, if we marched not very heedfully, we might be descried) caused all his 
company to march out of all ordinary way, and that with as great heed, silence 
and secrecy, as possibly they might, to the grove, which was agreed on four days 
before, lying within a league of  Panama,  where we might lie safely undiscov-
ered near the highway that leads from there to  Nombre de Dios . 

 Thence wee sent a chosen  Symeron,  one that had served a master in  Panama  
before time, in such apparel as the Black men of  Panama  do use to wear, to be 
our spy, to go into the town to learn the certain night and time of the night 
when the carriers laded the treasure from the King’s treasure-house to  Nombre 
de Dios . 
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 For they made it their habit to take their journey from  Panama  to  Venta 
Cruz,  which is six leagues, ever by night, because the country is all champion 
and consequently by day very hot; but from  Venta Cruz  to  Nombre de Dios,  
as they often travel by land with their treasure, they travel always by day and 
not by night, because all that way is full of woods, and therefore very fresh 
and cool—unless the  Symerons  happily encounter them, and make them sweat 
with fear, as sometimes they have done, whereupon they are glad to guard their 
mule-trains with soldiers as they pass that way. 

 This last day our Captain did behold and view the most of all that fair city, 
discerning the large street which lie directly from the sea into the land, south 
and north. By three o’clock we came into this grove, passing (for the more 
secrecy) alongst a certain river which at that time was almost dried up. 

 Having disposed of ourselves in the grove, we dispatched our spy an hour 
before night so that by the closing in of the evening he might be in the city, as 
he was; presently he returned unto us, that which very happily he understood 
by companions of his: That the treasurer of Lima ,  intending to pass into Spain 
in the first  adviso , (which was a ship of three hundred and fifty tons, a very 
good sailer) was ready that night to take his journey towards Nombre de Dios ,  
with his daughter and family: having foureteen mules in company, of which 
eight were laden with gold and one with jewels. And farther, that there were 
two other mule-trains ,  of fifty mules in each, laden with victuals for the most 
part, with some little quantity of silver, to come forth that night after the other. 
There are twenty-eight of these mule-trains ,  the greatest of them is of seventy 
mules, the less of fifty, unless some particular man hire for himself, ten, twenty 
or thirty, as he might need. 

 Upon this notice we marched four leagues, til we came within two leagues 
of Venta Cruz ,  in which march two of our  Symerons,  who were sent before, by 
scent of his match found and brought a Spaniard whom they had found asleep 
by the way, by scent of the match, and drawing near thereby, heard him taking 
his breath as he slept; and being but one, they fell upon him, stopped his mouth 
from crying, put out his match, and bound him so that they well-near strangled 
him by that time he was brought unto us. By examining him, we found all that 
to be true which our spy had reported to us, and that he was a soldier enter-
tained with others by the treasurer for the guard and conduct of this treasure, 
from Venta Cruz to Nombre de Dios. 

 This soldier, having learned who our Captain was, took courage and was 
bold to make two requests: the one, that he would command his  Symerons  
which hated the Spaniards (especially the soldiers), to spare his life, which he 
doubted not but they would do at his charge; the other was that, seeing he was 
a soldier, and assured him that they should have that night more gold, besides 
jewels, and pearles of great price, then all they could carry (if not, then he was to 
be dealt with how they would), but if they all found it so, then it might please 
our Captain to give him as much as it might suffice for him and his mistress to 
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live upon, as he had heard our Captain had done to various others, for which he 
would make his name so famous as any of them which had received like favour. 

 Being at the place appointed, our Captain with half of his men lay on one 
side of the way, about fifty paces off in the long grass. John Oxnam ,  with the 
Captain of the  Symerons  and the other half, lay on the other side of the way at 
the like distance but so far behind that as occasion served the former Com-
pany might take the foremost mules by the heads and the other the hindmost, 
because the mules, tied together, are always driven one after another; and espe-
cially that if we should have need to use our weapons that night, we might be 
sure not to damage our fellows. We had not lain thus in ambush much above an 
hour, but we heard the trains comming from the city to Venta Cruz ,  and from 
Venta Cruz to the city, which has a very common and great trade, when the 
 f lota  is there: we heard them, by reason they delight much to have deep sound-
ing bells, which in a still night are heard very far off. 

 Now though there were as great charge given as might be that none of our 
men should show or stir themselves, but let all that came from Venta Cruz to 
pass quietly, their trains also, because we knew that they brought nothing but 
merchandise from there, yet one of our men called Robert Pike, having drunk 
too much wine without water, forgot himself, and enticing a  Symeron  forth 
with him, was intent to have shown his forwardness on the foremost mules. 
And when a cavalier from Venta Cruz, well-mounted with his page running at 
his stirrup, passed by, unadvisedly he rose up to see what he was; but the  Sym-
eron  (of better discretion) pulled him down, and lay upon him, that he might 
not discover them any more. Yet by this the gentleman had taken notice by 
seeing one all in white (for that we had all put our shirts over our other apparel, 
that we might be sure to know our own men in the pell-mell in the night). By 
means of this sight, the cavalier (putting spurs to his horse), rode a fast gallop, 
as desirous not only himself to be free of this doubt, which he imagined, but 
also to give advertisement to others that they might avoid it. 

 Our Captain, who had heard and observed (by reason of the hardness of the 
ground and stilness of the night) the change of this gentleman’s trot to a gal-
lop, suspected that he was discovered, but could not imagine by whose fault, 
neither did the time give him leisure to search. And therefore considering that 
it might be by reason of the danger of the place (well known to ordinary 
travellers), we lay still in expectation of the treasurer’s coming, who was by 
this time within half a league, and had come forward to us, but that this horse-
man meeting him, and (as we afterwards learned by the other trains) making 
report to him what he had seen presently that night, what he heard of Cap-
tain Drake this long time, and what he conjectured to be most likely: the Captain 
Drake ,  or some acting for him, disappointed of his expectation of getting any 
great treasure, both at Nombre de Dios and other places, was by some means 
or other come by land, in covert through the woods, unto this place to speed 
for his purpose, and thereupon persuaded him to turne his train out of the 
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way, and let the other trains, which were coming after, to pass on. They were 
whole trains, and laden but with victuals for the most part, so that the loss of 
them were far less, if the worst befel, and yet they should serve to discover 
them as well as the best. 

 Thus by the recklesness of one of our company, and by the carefulness of this 
traveller, we were disappointed of a most rich booty, which is to be thought 
God would not should be taken, for that by all likelihood it was well gotten by 
that treasurer. 

 The other two trains were no sooner come up to us but being seized on, one 
of the chief carriers, a very sensible fellow, told our Captain by what means 
we were discovered, and counseled us to shift for our selves, unless we were 
able to encounter the whole force of the city and country which before day 
would be about us. 

 It pleased us but little that we were defeated of our golden train ,  and that in 
these we could find not past some two horse-load of silver; but it grieved our 
Captain much more that he was discovered, and that by one of his own men. But 
knowing it of no worth to grieve at things past, and having learned by experi-
ence that all safety in extreamity consists in taking of time, after no long consul-
tation with Pedro the chief of our  Symerons,  who declared that there were but 
two ways for him—the one to travel back again the same secret way they came, 
for four league’s space into the woods, or else to march forward, by the high-
way to Venta Cruz ,  being two leagues, and make a way with his sword through 
the enemies—he resolved, considering the long and weary marches that we had 
taken, and chiefly that last evening and day before, to take now the shortest and 
readiest way, as choosing rather to encounter his enemies while he had strength 
remaining, then to be encountred or chased when we should be worn out with 
weariness (principally now having the mules, to ease them that would, some part 
of the way). 

 Therefore, commanding all to refresh themselves moderately with such 
store of victual as we had there in abundance, he signified his resolution and 
reason to them all, asking Pedro by name whether he would give his hand not 
to forsake him (because he knew that the rest of the  Symerons  would also then 
stand fast and firm, so faithfull are they to their Captain.) He, being very glad 
of his resolution, gave our Captain his hand and vowed that he would rather die 
at his foot then leave him to the enemies, if he held this course. 

 So, having strengthened ourselves for the time, we took our journey towards 
Venta Cruz ,  with help of the mules, til we came within a mile of the town, 
where we turned away the trains ,  charging the conducters of them not to fol-
low us upon pain of their lives. 

 There the way is cut through the woods, about ten or twelve foot broade, so 
as two trains may pass one by another. The fruitfulnesse of the soil causes that 
with often shredding and ridding the way those woods grow as thick as our 
thickest hedges in England that are oftenest cut. 
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 To the midst of this wood a company of soldiers, which continually lay in 
that town to defend it against the  Symerons,  were come forth, to stop us if they 
might on the way, if not, to retreat to their strength, and there to expect us. A 
convent of friars, of whom one was become a leader, joined with these soldiers, 
to take such part as they did. 

 Our Captain, understanding by our two  Symerons,  which with great heed-
fulness and silence marched now but above half a f light-shot before us, that it 
was time for us to arm and take us to our weapons, for they knew the enemy 
was at hand by smelling of their match and hearing of a noise, had given us 
charge that no one of us should make any shot until the Spaniards had first 
spent their volly, which he thought they would not do before they had spoken, 
as indeed fell out. For as soone as we were within hearing, a Spanish captain 
cried aloud,  Hóó!  Our Captain answered him likewise, and being demanded, 
 Que gente?  replied:  Englishmen.  But when the commander charged him in the 
name of the King of Spain ,  his Master, that we should yield ourselves, prom-
ising in the word and faith of a gentleman soldier, that if he would so do he 
would use us with all courtesy; our Captain, drawing somewhat near him said, 
that for the honour of the Queen of England ,  his Mistress, he must have passage 
that way, and discharged his pistol towards him. 

 Upon this they presently shot off their whole volly, which, though it lightly 
wounded our Captain and various of our men, yet it caused death to one 
only of our Company, called John Harris, who was so powdered with hail-
shot (which they all used for the most part as it seemed, or else quartered, for 
that our men were hurt with that kind) that we could not recover his life, 
though he continued all that day afterwards with us. Presently as our Captain 
perceived their shot to come slacking, as the latter drops of a great shower of 
rain, with his whistle he gave us his usual signal to answer them with our shot 
and arrows, and so march onwards upon the enemy with intent to come to 
hand-strokes, and to have joined with them, whom, when he found retired as 
to a place of some better strength, he increased his pace to prevent them if he 
might. Since the  Symerons  perceived this, although by terror of the shot con-
tinuing they were for the time stepped aside, yet as soon as they discerned by 
hearing that we marched onward, they all rushed forward one after another, 
traversing the way, with their arrows ready in their bows, and their manner of 
country dance or leap, very lustily, singing  Yó pehó, Yó pehó,  and so got before 
us, where they continued their leap and song, after the manner of their owne 
country wars, til they and we over-took some of the enemy who, near the 
town’s end, had conveyed themselves within the woods, to have taken their 
stand at us, as before. 

 But our  Symerons  (now throughly encouraged), when they saw our resolu-
tion, broke in through the thickest, on both sides of them, forcing them to f ly, 
friars and all, although various of our men were wounded, and one  Symeron  
especially was run through with one of their pikes, whose courage and mind 
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served him so well notwithstanding that he revenged his own death before he 
died, by killing him who had given him that deadly wound. 

 We, with all speed following this chase, entered the town of Venta Cruz ,  
being of about forty or fifty houses, which had both a governor and other 
officers and some fair houses, with many store-houses large and strong for the 
wares which were brought there from Nombre de Dios ,  by the river Chagres ,  
so to be transported by mules to Panama, besides the monastery where we 
found above a thousand bulls and pardons newly sent there from Rome. 

 In those houses we found three gentlewomen who had lately beene deliv-
ered children there though their dwellings were in Nombre de Dios ,  because 
it has been observed of long time, as they reported to us, that no Spaniards or 
white woman could ever be delivered in Nombre de Dios with safety of their 
children, but that within two or three days they died; notwithstanding that, 
being born and brought up in this Venta Cruz or Panama five or six years and 
then brought to Nombre de Dios, if they escaped sickness the first or second 
month, they commonly lived in it as healthily as in any other place, although 
no stranger (as they say) can endure there any long time, without great danger 
of death or extreme sickness. 

 Though at our f irst coming into the town with arms so suddenly these 
gentlewomen were in great fear, yet because our Captain had given strait 
charge to all the  Symerons  (that while they were in his company they should 
never hurt any woman, nor man that had not a weapon in his hand to do them 
hurt, which they earnestly promised and no less faithfully performed) they 
had no wrong offered them not anything taken from them to the worth of 
a garter: wherein, although they had indeed sufficient safety and security by 
those of his company which our Captain sent unto them to comfort them, yet 
they never ceased most earnestly entreating that our Captain would vouchsafe 
to come to them himself for their increased safety, which when he did, in their 
presence reporting the charge he had first given and the assurance of his men, 
they were comforted. 

 While the guards which we had not without great needed set, as well on the 
bridge which we were to pass over as at the town’s end where we entered (they 
have no other entrance into the town by land, but from the water’s side there is 
one other, to carry up and down their merchandise from their frigates), gained 
us liberty and quiet to stay in this town some hour and a half, we had not only 
refreshed ourselves, but our company and  Symerons  had some good pillage, 
which our Captain allowed and gave them (being not the thing he looked for) 
so that it were not too cumbersome or heavy in respect of our travel, or defence 
of ourselves. A little before we departed, some ten or twelve horsemen from 
Panama ,  by all likelihood supposing that we were gone out of this town, for 
that all was so still and quiet, came to enter the town confidently, but, finding 
their entertainement such as it was, they that could rode faster back again for 
fear, then they had ridden forwards for hope. 
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 Thus having ended our business in this town and the day beginning to 
spring, we marched over the bridge, observing the same order that we did 
before. There we were all safe in our opinion, as if we had been environed with 
wall and trench, for that no Spaniard without his extreme danger could follow 
us. The rather now, for that our  Symerons  were grown very valiant. But our 
Captain considering that he had a long way to pass and that he had been now 
well near a fortnight from his ship, where he had left his company but weak by 
reason of their sickness, hastned his journies as much as he might, refusing to 
visit the other  Symeron  towns (which they earnestly desired him) and encour-
aging his own company with such example and speech, that the way seemed 
much shorter. For he marched most cheerefully and assured us that he doubted 
not but before he left that coast we should all be bountifully paid and recom-
pensed for all those pains taken. But by reason of this, our Captain’s haste, and 
leaving of their towns, we marched many days with hungry stomachs, much 
against the will of our  Symerons,  who, if we would have stayed any day from this 
continual journeying, would have killed sufficient food for us. 

 In our absence the rest of the  Symerons  had built a little town within three 
leagues off the port where our ship lay. There our Captain was contented, 
upon their great and earnest intreaties, to make some stay, for that they alleged 
it was only built for his sake. And indeed he consented the rather that the 
lack of shoes might be supplied by means of the  Symerons  (who were a great 
help unto us), all our men complaining of the tenderness of their feet, whom 
our Captain would himself in their complaint accompany sometimes without 
cause, but sometimes with cause indeed, which made the rest to bear the bur-
den the more easily. 

 These  Symerons  during all the time that we were with them did us continu-
ally very good service, and in particular in this journey, being unto us instead of 
intelligencers to advertise us; of guides in our way to direct us; of purveiors to 
provide victuals for us; of housewrights to build our lodgings; and had indeed 
able and strong bodies carying all our necessaries, yea many times when some 
of our company fainted with sickness or weariness, two  Symerons  would carry 
him with ease between them two miles together, and at other times (when need 
was) they would show themselves no less valiant then industrious and of good 
judgement. 

 From this town, at our first entrance in the even on Saturday, our Captain 
dispatched a  Symeron  with a token and certain order to the master, who had 
this three weeks kept good watch against the enemy, and shifted in the woods 
for fresh victual for the relief and recovery of our men left aboard. As soon as 
this messenger was come to the shore, calling to our ship, as bringing some 
news, he was quickly set aboard by those who longed to hear of our Captain’s 
speeding; but when he showed the tooth-pike of gold, which he said our Cap-
tain had sent for a token to Edward Hixom, with charge to meet him at such 
a river, though the master knew well the Captain’s tooth-pike yet by reason of 
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his admonition and caveat given him at parting, he (though he betrayed no sign 
of distrusting the  Symeron ) yet stood as amazed, lest something had befallen our 
Captain otherwise then well. The  Symeron  perceiving this, told him that it was 
night when he was sent away, so that our Captain could not send any letter, but 
yet with the point of his knife he wrote something upon the tooth-pike which 
(he said) should be sufficient to gain credit to the messenger. 

  Feb . 22. 

 Thereupon the master looked upon it and saw written:  By me Francis Drake , 
wherefore he believed, and according to the message prepared what provision 
he could and repaired to the mouth of the river of Tortugos, as the  Symerons  
that went with him then named it. 

 That afternoon towards three o’clock we were come down to that river not 
past half an hour before we saw our pinnace ready come to receive us, which 
was unto us all a double rejoicing: first, that wee saw them and, next, so soone. 
Our Captain with all our company praised God most heartily for that we saw 
our pinnace and fellows again. 

 We all seemed to these who had lived at rest and plenty all this while aboard 
as men strangely changed (our Captain yet not much changed) in countenance 
and plight, and indeed our long fasting and sore travel might somewhat waste 
us, but the grief we drew inwardly, for that we returned without that gold and 
treasure we hoped for, did no doubt show her print and footesteps in our faces. 

 The rest of our men which were then missed could not travel so well as our 
Captain, and therefore were left at the Indian new town; and the next day we 
towed to another river in the bottom of the bay and took them all aboord. 

  Feb . 23. 

 Thus being returned from Panama, to the great rejoicing of our company, 
who were thoroughly revived with the report we brought, especially under-
standing our Captain’s purpose, that he meant not to leave off thus, but would 
once again attempt the same journey, whereof they also might be partakers, our 
Captain would not in the meantime suffer this edge and forwardness of his men 
to be dulled or rebated by lying still idly unemployed, as knowing right well 
by continual experiences, that no sickness was more noisome to impeach any 
enterprise then delay and idleness. 

 Therefore considering deepely the intelligences of other places of impor-
tance thereabouts, which he had gotten the former years, and particularly of 
Veragua, a rich town lying to the westward, between Nombre de Dios and 
Nicaragua ,  where is the richest mine of fine gold that is on this north side, he 
consulted with his company touching their opinions, what was to be done in 
this mean time, and how they stood affected? Some thought, that it was most 
necessary to seek supply of victuals, that we might the better be able to keep our 
men close and in health til our time came, and this was easy to be compassed, 
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because the frigates with victual went without great defence, whereas the frig-
ates and barks with treasure for the most part were wafted with great ships and 
store of soldiers. Others yet judged we might better bestow our time in inter-
cepting the frigates of treasure, first, for that our magazines and store-houses 
of victual were resonably furnished, and the country itself was so plentiful that 
every man might provide for himself if the worst befel, and victual might here-
after be provided aboundantly as well as now, whereas the treasure never f loats 
upon the sea so ordinarily as at this time of the  f lota  being there, which time in 
no wise may be neglected. 

 The  Symerons , being demanded also their opinion, for that they were expe-
rienced in the particularities of all the towns thereabouts, as in which some or 
other of them had served, declared that by Veragua Señor Pezoro, sometimes 
their master, from whom they f led, dwelt not in the town, for fear of some 
surprise, but yet not far off from the town, for his better relief, in a very strong 
house of stone, where he had dwelt nineteen years at least, never travelling from 
home, unless happily once a yeare to Carthagene or Nombre de Dios when the 
 f lota  was there. He keeps a hundred slaves at least in the mines, each slave being 
bound to bring in daily clear gain (all charges deducted) three  pesos  of gold for 
himself and two for his women (eight shillings three pence the  peso ) amount-
ing, in the whole, to above two hundred pound sterling each day, so that he 
has heaped a mighty mass of treasure together, which he keeps in certain great 
chests of two foot deep, three broad, and four long, being, notwithstanding all 
his wealth, hard and cruel not only to his slaves but unto all men, and therefore 
never going abroad but with a guard of five or six men to defend his person 
from danger, which he fears extraordinarily from all creatures. And, as touch-
ing means of compassing this purpose, they would conduct him safely through 
the woods, by the same ways by which they f led, that he should not need to 
enter their havens with danger but might come upon their backs altogether 
unlooked for. And though his house were of stone so that it could not be burnt, 
yet if our Captain would undertake the attempt they would undermine and 
overthrow, or otherwise break it open, in such sort as we might have easy access 
to his greatest treasure. 

 Our Captain, having heard all their opinions, concluded so that by dividing 
his company the two first different sentences were both reconciled, both to be 
practised and put in use: John Oxnam appointed in the Bear to be sent east-
wards towards Tolu, to see what store of victuals would come athwart his half, 
and himself would to the westward, in the Minion, lie off and on the Cabezas, 
where was the greatest trade and most ordinary passage of those which trans-
ported treasure from Veragua and Nicaragua to the  f lota , so that no time might 
be lost nor opportunity let slip either for victual or treasure. As for the attempt 
of Veragua or Señor Pezoros house by land, by marching through the woods, 
he liked not of, least it might over weary his men by continual labour, whom 
he studied to refresh and strengthen for his next service forenamed. 
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 Therefore using our  Symerons  most courteously, dismissing those that were 
desirous to go to their wives, with such gifts and favors as were most pleasing, 
and entertaining those still aboard his ships which were contented to abide with 
the company remaining, the pinnaces departed as was determined, the Minion 
to the west, the Bear to the east. 

 The Minion about the  Cabezas  met with a frigate of Nicaragua, in which was 
some gold and a Genoa pilot, of which nation there are many in those coasts, 
which had beene at Veragua not past eight days before. He being very well 
entreated, certified our Captain of the state of the town, and of the harbor, and 
of a frigate that was there ready to come forth within few days, aboard in which 
there was above a million of gold, offering to conduct him to it, if we would 
do him his right, for that he knew the channel very perfectly, so that he could 
enter by night safely without danger of the sands and shallows (though there be 
but little water) and utterly undescried, for that the town is five leagues within 
the harbor, and the way by land is so far about and difficult through the woods 
that though wee should by any casualtie be discovered, about the point of the 
harbor, yet we might dispatch our business and depart before the town could 
have notice of our coming. At his being there he perceived they had heard of 
Drake’s being on the coast, which had put them in great fear, as in all other 
places (Pezoro purposing to remove himself to the South Sea), but there was 
nothing done to prevent him, their fear being so great that, as it is accustomed 
in such cases, it excluded counsel and bred despair. 

 Our Captain, conferring with his own knowledge and former intelligences, 
was purposed to have returned to his ship to have taken some of those  Symerons  
which had dwelt with Señor Pezoro ,  to be the more confirmed in this point. 
But when the Genoa pilot was very earnest, to have the time gained, and war-
ranted our Captain of good speed, if we delayed not, he dismissed the frigate 
somewhat lighter, to hasten her journey, and with this pilot’s advise laboured 
with sail and oars to get this harbor and to enter it by night accordingly, con-
sidering that this frigate might now be gained and Pezoro’s house attempted 
hereafter notwithstanding. 

 But when we were come to the mouth of the harbor we heard the report 
of two chambers, and farther off, about a league within the bay, two other as 
it were answering them. Whereby our Genoa pilot conjectured that we were 
discovered, for he assured us that this order had been taken since his last being 
there; by reason of the advertisement and charge which the governor of Panama 
had sent unto all the coast, which even in their beds lay in great and continual 
fear of our Captain, and therefore by all likelihood maintained this kind of 
watch at the charge of the rich Pezoro, for their security. 

 Thus, being defeated of this expectation, we found that it was not God’s 
will that we should enter at that time, the rather for that the wind which had 
all this time beene easterly, came up to the westward and invited us to returne 
again to our ship, where on shore. Thursday we met according to appointment 
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with our Bear, and found that she had bestowed her time to more profit then 
we had done. 

 For she had taken a frigate in which there were ten men, whom they set 
ashore, great store of  maiz , 28 fat hogs, and 200 hens. Our Captain discharged 
this frigate of her lading and because she was new, strong, and of a good mold 
the next day he tallowed her to make her a man of war, disposing all our ord-
nance and provisions that were fit for such use in her. For we had heard by the 
Spaniards last taken, that there were two little gallies built in Nombre de Dios 
to waft the Chagres  f lota  to and fro, but were not yet both launched; wherefore 
he purposed now to adventure for that  f lota . And to hearten his company he 
feasted them that Easter-day with great cheer and cheerfulness, setting up his 
rest upon that attempt. 

  Mar . 20. 

 The next day with the new tallowed frigate of  Tolou  and his  Bear  we set 
sail towards the  Cativaas,  where about two days after we landed and stayed 
while noon: at what time, seeing a sail to the westwards, as we deemed mak-
ing to the island, we set sail and plyed towards him, who, descrying us, bare 
with us, til he perceived by our confidence that we were no Spaniards and 
conjectured that we were those Englishmen of whom they had heard long 
before. And being in great want, and desiring to be relieved by us, he bore up 
under our lee, and in token of amity shot off his lee ordnance which was not 
unanswered. 

  Mar . 21. 

 We understood that he was Tetu, a french Captaine of  La Havre , a man 
of war, as we were, desirous to be relieved by us. For at our first meeting the 
French captain cast abroad his hands, and prayed our Captain to help him to 
some water, for that he had nothing but wine and cider aboard him, which 
had brought his men into great sickness. He had sought us ever since he first 
heard of our being upon the coast, about this five weeks. Our Captain sent 
one aboard him with some relief for the present, willing him to follow us to 
the next port, where he should have both water and victuals. At our coming 
to anchor he sent our Captain a case of pistols and a fair guilt scimitar (which 
had been the late Kings of  France , whom Monsieur  Montgomery  hurt in the 
eye, and was given him by Monsieur  Strosse ). Our Captain requited him with a 
chain of gold and a tablet which he wore. 

 This Captain reported unto us the first news of the Massacre at  Paris  at the 
King of  Navarre’s  marriage on S.  Bartholomew’s  day last, of the Admiral of 
 France  slaine in his chamber, and various other murders: so that he thought those 
Frenchmen the happiest that were farthest from  France , now no longer  France  
but frenzy, even as if all  Gaul  were turned into worm-wood and gall,  Italian  
practises having overmastered the French simplicity. He showed what famous 
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and often reports he had heard of our great riches. He desired to know of our 
Captain which way he might compasse his voyage also. Though we had him in 
some jealousy and distrust, for all his pretence, because we considered more the 
strength he had then the good will he might beare us, yet upon consultation 
among our selves, whether it were fit to receive him or no, we resolved to take 
him and 20 of his men to serve with our Captain for halves, in such sort as we 
needed not doubt of their forces, being but twenty, nor be hurt by their por-
tions, being no greater then ours, and yet gratify them in their earnest suite and 
serve our own purpose, which without more help we could very hardly have 
acheived. Indeed, he had seventy men and we now but thirty-one. His ship was 
above eighty tons, and our frigate not past twenty, our pinnace nothing neere 
ten tons; yet our Captain thought this proportionable, in consideration that not 
number of men, but quality of their judgments and knowledge were to be the 
principall actors herein and the French Ship could doe no service, nor stand 
in any steed to this enterprise which we intended, and had agreed upon long 
before, both touching the time when it should take beginning, and the place 
where we should meet, namely at  Rio Francisco . 

 Having thus agreed with Captain  Tetu,  we sent for the  Symerons  as before 
was decreed. Two of them were brought aboard our ships, to give the French 
assurance of this agreement. And as soon as we could furnish ourselves and 
refresh the French company, which was within five or six days (by bringing 
them to the magazine which was the nearest, where they were supplyed by us in 
such sort as they protested they were beholding to us for all their lives), taking 
20 of the French and fifteen of ours with our  Symerons , leaving both our ships 
in safe road, we manned our frigate and two pinnaces (we had formerly sunk 
our Lyon, shortly after our returne from Panama, because we had not men 
sufficient to man her) and went towards  Rio Francisco , which, because it had 
not water enough for our frigate, caused us to leave her at the  Cabezas  manned 
with English and French, in the charge of Robert Doble ,  to stay there, without 
attempting any chase, until the return of our pinnaces. And then bear to  Rio 
Francisco , where both captains landed with such force as aforesaid, and charged 
them that had the charge of the pinnaces to be there the fourth day next fol-
lowing without any fail. And thus knowing that the carriages went now daily 
from Panama to Nombre de Dios, we proceeded in covert through the woods, 
towards the high way that leads between them. 

  Mar . 13. 

 It is five leagues accounted by sea, betweene Rio Francisco and Nombre de 
Dios, but that way which we marched by land, we found it above seven leagues. 
We marched as in our former journey to Panama, both for order and silence, to 
the great wonder of the French captain and company, who protested they knew 
not by any meanes how to recover the pinnaces, if the  Symerons  (to whom what 
our Captain commanded was a law, though they little regarded the French, as 
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having no trust in them) should leave us. our Captain assured him there was no 
cause of doubt of them of whom he had had such former trial. 

 When we were come within an English mile of the way we stayed all night, 
refreshing ourselves in great stillness in a most convenient place, where we heard 
the carpenters, being many in number, working upon their Ships, as they usually 
do by reason of the great heat of the day, in Nombre de Dios, and might hear 
the mules coming from Panama, by reason of the advantage of the ground. The 
next morning, upon hearing of that great number of bells, the  Symerons  rejoyced 
exceedingly, as though there could not have befallen them a more joyful accident, 
chiefely having been disappointed before. Now they all assured us we should have 
more gold and silver then all of us could bear away, as in truth it fell out. 

 April 1. 

 For there came three trains, one of fifty mules, the other two of seaventy 
each, every of which carried 300 pound weight of silver, which in all amounted 
to near thirty tons. We, putting our selves in readiness, went down near the 
way to hear the bells, where we stayed not long, but we saw of what mettle 
they were made, and took such hold on the heads of the foremost and hindmost 
mules that all the rest stayed and lay down, as their manner is. These three 
trains were guarded with forty-five soldiers or there abouts, fifteen to each 
train, which caused some exchange of bullets and arrows for a time, in which 
conf lict the French captain was sore wounded with hail-shot in the belly, and 
one  Symeron  slain. But in the end these soldiers thought it the best way to leave 
their mules with us, and to seek for more help abroad, in which mean time we 
took some pain to ease some of the mules, which were heaviest laden. And, 
being weary, we were contented with a few bars and quoits of gold, as we could 
well cary, burying about fifteen tons of silver, partly in the boroughs which 
the great landcrabs had made in the earth, and partly under old trees which are 
fallen thereabout, and partly in the sand and gravel of a river, not very deep 
of water. Thus when about this business we had spent some two hours, and 
had disposed of all our matters, and were ready to march back, the very self 
same way that we came, we heard both horse and foot coming as it seemed to 
the mules, for they never followed us after we were once entred the woods, 
where the French captain by reason of his wound, not able to travel farther, 
stayed in hope that some rest would recover him better strength. But after we 
had marched some two leagues, upon the French soldiers complaint that they 
missed one of their men also, examination being made whether he were slaine 
or no, it was found that he had drunk much wine and over-lading himself with 
pillage and hasting to go before us, had lost himself in the woods. And, as we 
afterwards knew, he was taken by the Spaniards that evening and, upon torture, 
discovered unto them where we had hidden our treasure. 

 We continued our march all that and the next day towards Rio Francisco, in 
hope to meet our pinnaces, but when we came there, looking out to sea, we saw 
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seven Spanish pinnaces which had been searching all the Coasts thereabout, 
whereupon we mightily suspected that they had taken or spoiled our pinnaces, 
for that our Captain had given so straight charge that they should repair to this 
place this afternoon from the  Cabezas  where they rode, whence, to our sight, 
these Spaniards pinnaces did come. 

  April  2, 3. 

 But the night before there had fallen very much rain, with much westerly 
wind which, as it enforced the Spaniards to return home the sooner by reason 
of the storm, so it kept our pinnaces, that they could not keep the appointment, 
because the wind was contrary and blew so strong that with their oares they 
could all that day get but half the way. Notwithstanding, if they had followed 
our Captain’s direction in setting forth over-night, while the wind served, they 
had arived at the place appointed with far less labor, but with far more danger, 
because that very day at noon, the Spanish shallops manned out of purpose 
from Nombre de Dios, were come to this place to take our pinnaces, imagining 
where we were, after they had heard of our intercepting of the treasure. 

 Our Captain, seeing the shallops, feared lest, having taken our pinnaces, 
they had compelled our men by torture to confess where his frigate and ships 
were. Therefore in this distress and perplexity, the company misdoubting that all 
mean of return to their country were cut off, and that their treasure then served 
them to small purpose, our Captain comforted and encouraged us all, saying 
we should venture no farther then he did, it was no time now to fear, but rather 
to haste to prevent that which was feared. “If the enemy have prevailed against 
our pinnaces, which God forbid, yet they must have time to search them, time 
to examine the mariners; time to execute their resolution after it is determined; 
before all these times be taken, we may get to our ships if ye will, though not 
possibly by land, because of the hills, thickets and rivers, yet by water. Let us 
therefore make a raft with the trees that are here in readines, as offering them-
selves being brought down the river, happily this last storm, and put our selves to 
sea. I will be one. Who will be the other? ” John Smith offered himself, and two 
Frenchmen that could swim very well desired they might accompany our Cap-
tain, as did the  Symerons  likewise (who had been very earnest with our Captain 
to have marched by land though it were 16 day’s journey, and in case the ships 
had been surprised, to have aboard always with them) especially Pedro ,  who yet 
was fain to be left behind, because he could not row. The raft was fitted and fast 
bound, a sail of a biscuit sack prepared; an oar was shaped out of a young tree 
to serve as a rudder, to direct their course before the wind. At his departure he 
comforted the company by promising that if it pleased God he should put his 
foot in safety aboord his frigate, he would, God willing, by one means or other 
get them all aboard, in despite of all the Spaniards in the Indies. 

 In this maner putting off to the sea, he sailed some three leagues, sitting up 
to the waist continually in water and at every surge of the wave to the armpits, 
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for the space of six hours, upon this raft. What with the parching of the sun 
and what with the beating of the salt water, they had all of them their skins 
much fretted away. At length God gave them the sight of two pinnaces turn-
ing towards them with much wind, but with far greater joy to him that could 
easily conjecture and did cheerfully declare to those three with him, that they 
were our pinnaces and that all was safe, so that there was no cause of fear. But 
see, the pinnaces not seeing this raft, nor suspecting any such matter, by reason 
of the wind and night growing on, were forced to run into a cover behind the 
point, to take succour for that night; which our Captain seeing, and gathering, 
because they came not forth again, that they would anchor there, put his raft a 
shore, and ran by land about the point, where he found them, who upon sight 
of him made as much hast as they could to take him and his company aboard. 

 For our Captain, of purpose to try what haste they could and would make in 
extremity, himself ran in great haste, and so willed the other three with him, 
as if they had beene chased by the enemy, which they the rather suspected, 
because they saw so few with him. And after his coming aboard, when, they 
demanding how all his company did, he answered coldly, well, they all doubted 
that all went scarce well. But he, willing to rid all doubts, and fill them with 
joy, took out of his bosom a quoit of gold, thanking God that our voyage was 
made. And to the Frenchmen he declared how their Captain indeed was left 
behind, sore wounded and two of his company with him, but it should be no 
hinderance to them. 

 That night our Captain with great pain of his company, rowed to Rio Fran-
cisco, where he took the rest in, and the treasure which we had brought with 
us, making such expedition that by dawning of the day we set sayle back againe, 
to our frigate, and from thence directly to our ships where, as soon as we 
arrived, our Captain divided by weight the gold and silver into two even por-
tions, between the French and the English. 

 April 4. 

 About a fortnight after, when we had set all things in order and, taking 
out of our ship all such necessaries as we needed for our frigate, had left and 
given her to the Spaniards whom we had all this time detained, we put out of 
that harbor, together with the French ship, riding some few days among the 
Cabezas. In the mean time our Captain made a secret composition with the 
 Symerons , that twelve of our men and sixteen of theirs should make another 
voyage to get intelligence in what case the country stood and, if it might be, 
recover Monsieur Tetu the French captain, at least wise to bring away that 
which was hidden in our former surprise and could not then be conveniently 
caried. John Oxnam and Thomas Sherwell were put in trust for this service, 
to the great content of the whole company, who conceived greatest hope of 
them next our captain, whom by no means they would condescend to suffer 
to adventure again this time (yet he himself rowed to set them ashore at Rio 
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Francisco )  finding his labor well employed both otherwise and also in saving 
one of those two Frenchmen that had remained willingly to accompany their 
wounded captain. 

 For this gentleman, having escaped the rage of the Spaniards, was now com-
ing towards our pinnace, where he fell down on his knees, blessing God for the 
time that ever our Captain was born, who now beyond all his hope was become 
his deliverer. He being demanded what was become of his captain and other 
fellow, showed that within half an houreafter our departure the Spaniards had 
overgotten them, and tooke his captain and other fellow. He only escaped by 
f light, having cast away all his carriage, and among the rest one box of jewels, 
that he might f ly the swifter from the pursuers; but his fellow took it up and 
burdened himselfe so sore that he could make no speed, as easily he might oth-
erwise, if he would have cast down his pillage, and laid aside his covetous mind. 
As for the silver which we had hidden thereabout in the earth and the sands, 
he thought that it was all gone, for that he thought there had been neere 2000 
Spaniards and Black men there to dig and search for it. 

 This report notwithstanding, our purpose held and our men were sent to 
the said place, where they found that the earth, every way a mile distant, had 
been digged and turned up in every place of any likelihood, to have any thing 
hidden in it. And yet nevertheless men’s, for all that narrow search, all our mens 
labor was not quite lost, but so considered that the third day after their depar-
ture they all returned safe and cheereful with as much silver as they and all the 
 Symerons  could find (  thirteen bars of silver, and some few quoits of Gold), with 
which they were presently embarqued without empeachment, repairing with 
no less speed then joy to our frigate. 

 Now was it high time to think of home, having sped ourselves as we desired, 
and therefore our Captain concluded to visit Rio Grand once againe, to see if 
he could meet with any sufficient ship or bark to cary victual enough to serve 
our turn homewards, in which we might in safety and security embarque our-
selves, the French-men (having formerly gone from us as soon as they had their 
shares at our first return with the treasure, as being very desirous to return 
home into their country, and our Captain as desirous to dismiss them, as they 
were to be dismissed, for that he foresaw they could not in their ship avoid 
the danger of being taken by the Spaniards, if they should make out any men-
of-war for them while they lingered on the coast, and having also been then 
againe relieved with victuals by us) now at our meeting of them again were 
very loath to leave us, and therefore accompanied us very kindly as far up as S. 
Barnards ,  and farther would, but that they dared not adventure so great danger, 
for that we had intelligence that the  f lota  was ready to set sail for Spain, riding 
at the entry of Carthagena. 

 Thus we departed from them, passing hard by Carthagena ,  in the sight of all 
the  f lota , with a f lag of Saint George in the main-top of our frigate, with silk 
streamers and ancients down to the water, sailing forward with a large wind, 
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til we came within two leagues of the river, being all low land, and dark night, 
where, to prevent the over-shooting of the river in the night, we lay off and on 
bearing small sail, til that about mid-night the wind veering to the eastward, 
by two o’clock in the morning, a frigate from Rio Grand passed hard by us, 
bearing also but small sail. We saluted them with our shot and arrows. They 
answered us with bases. But we got aboard them, and took such order that they 
were content against their wills to depart ashore and to leave us this frigate, 
which was of twenty-five tons, loaded with mais, and hens and hogs, and some 
honey, in very good time fit for our use. 

 The next morning, as soon as we set those Spaniards ashore on the main, 
we set our course for the Cabezas without any stop, whither we came about 
five days after. And being at anchor, presently we hove out all the maiz a-land, 
saving three buttes which we kept for our store and carying all our provisions 
ashore, we brought both our frigate on the  Carine,  and new tallowed them. 
Here we stayed about a seve-night, trimming and rigging our frigates, board-
ing and stowing our provisions, tearing abroad and burning our pinnaces, that 
the  Symerons  might have the iron-work. 

 About a day or two before our departure our Captain willed  Pedro  and three 
of the chiefest of the  Symerons  to go through both his frigates, to see what they 
liked, promising to give it them whatsoever it were, so it were not so neces-
sary as that he could not return into England without it. And for their wives, 
he would himself seek out some silks or linen that might gratify them, which 
while he was choosing, out of his trunks, the scimitar which captain Tetu 
had given to our Captaine chanced to be taken forth in Pedro’s sight, which 
he seing grew so much in liking thereof that he accounted of nothing else in 
respect of it, and preferred it before all that could be given him; yet, imagining 
that it was no less esteemed of our Captain, dared not himself open his mouth 
to crave or commend it, but made one Francis Tucker to be his mean to break 
his mind, promising to give him a fine quoit of gold, which yet he had in store, 
if he would but move our Captain for it; and to our Captain himself he would 
give four other great quoits which he had hidden, intending to have reserved 
them til another voyage. Our Captain, being accordingly moved by Francis 
Tucker, could have been content to have made no such exchange, but yet 
desirous to content him that had deserved so well, he gave it him with many 
good words, who received it with no litle joy, aff irming that if he should give 
his wife and children (which he loved dearely) in lieu of it, he could not suf-
ficiently recompence it (for he would present his King with it, who he knew 
would make him a great man, even for this very gift’s sake), yet in gratuity 
and steed of other requital of this jewel, he desired our Captain to accept these 
four pieces of gold, as a token of his thankfulness to him, and a pawn of his 
faithfulness during life. Our Captain received it in most kind sort, but took 
it not to his own benefit, but caused it to be cast into the whole adventure, 
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saying if he had not beene set forth to that place, hee had not attained such 
a commodity, and therfore it was just that they which bare part with him of 
his burthen in setting him to sea should enjoy the proportion of his benefit 
whatsoever at his return. 

 Thus with good love and liking we took our leave of that people, setting 
over to the islands of whence the next day after, we set sail towards Cape 
Saint Anthony, by which we past with a large wind. But presently, being to 
stand for Havana ,  we were faine to ply to the windward some three or four 
days; in which plying we fortuned to take a small bark, in which were two or 
three hundred hides and one most necessary thing, which stood us in great 
steed,  viz . a pump, which we set in our frigsate. Their bark, because it was 
nothing fit for our service, our Captain gave them to carry them home. And 
so returning to Cape S. Anthony and landing there, we refreshed our selves, 
and besides great store of turtles’ egges, we tooke 200 and 50 turtles by night. 
We powdered and dried some of them, which did us good service. The rest 
continued but a small time. 

 There were at this time, belonging to Carthagene, Nombre de Dios, Rio 
Grand, Santa Martha, Rio de Hacha, Venta Cruz, Veragua ,  Nicaragua, the 
Honduras, Jamaica above 200 frigate, some of 120 tons other but of ten or 
twelve tons, but the most of thirty or forty tons, which all had intercourse 
between Carthagene and Nombre de Dios, the most of which, during our 
abode in those parts we took, and some of them twice or thrice each, yet 
never burnt or sunk any unless they were made out men-of-war against us, 
or laid to entrap us. And of all the men taken in these several vessels, we 
never offered any kind of violence to any, after they were once come under 
our power, but either presently dismissed them in safety or, keeping them 
with us some longer time (as some of them we did), we always provided for 
their sustenance as for our selves, and secured them from the rage of the 
 Symerons  against them, til, at last, the danger of their discovering where our 
ships lay being overpast (for which onely cause we kept them prisoners), we 
set them also free. 

 Many strange birds, beasts and fishes, besides fruits, trees, plants, and the 
like, were seen and observed of us in this journey, which willingly we pre-
termit as hastning to the end of our voyage, which from this Cape of Saint 
 Anthony,  we intended to finish by sayling the most direct and speediest way 
homeward, and accordingly even beyond our owne expectation most happily 
performed. For whereas our Captaine had purposed to touch at  New-found-land , 
and there to have watered, which would have beene some let unto us, though 
we stood in great want of water, yet God Almighty so provided for us, by giv-
ing us good store of raine water, that we were sufficiently furnished, and within 
twenty three dayes wee past from the Cape of  Florida  to the Iles of  Silley , and so 
arrived at  Plimouth  on Sunday about Sermon-time, August the ninth 1573. At 
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what time the newes of our Captaines returne brought unto his, did so speed-
ily passe over all the Church, and surpasse their minds with desire and delight 
to see him, that very few or none remained with the Preacher, all hastning to 
see the evidence of Gods love and blessing towards our Gracious Queene and 
Countrey, by the fruite of our Captaines labour and successe. 

  Soli Deo gloria . 
 FINIS.word 

   



Copyright material from Ignacio Gallup-Díaz (2020), European Expansion and Representations of 
Indigenous and African Peoples: A Distorted Vision, Routledge

 Primary Document Two 

  The Relation of David Ingram of Barking, in the County 
of   Essex Sailor, of sundry things which he with others did see, in 

traveling by  
 land from the most Northerly partes of the Baie of Mexico (where he with 
many others were set on shore by Master Hawkins) through a great part of 
America, until he came within fiftie leagues or there abouts of Cape Britton. 

 About the beginning of October, 1568, David Ingram with the rest of his 
company being 100 persons in all, were set on land by Master John Hawkins, 
about five Leagues to the west of the river La Mina, or Rio de Minas, which 
stands about 140 leagues west and north from the Cape of Florida, who trav-
eling towards Cape Britton, spent about 12 months in the whole, and about 
seven months thereof in those countries, which lie towards the north of the 
river of May, in which time (as the said Ingram thinks) he traveled by land 
two thousand miles at the least, and never continued in any one place above 
three or four days, saving only at the city of Balma, where he stayed six or 
seven days. 

 There are in those partes (he reports) very many Kings, commonly within a 
hundred or a hundred and twenty miles one from another, who are at continual 
warres together: The first King that they came before, dwelt in a country called 
Giricka, who caused them to be stripped naked, and wondering greatly at the 
whiteness of their skins, let them depart without further harm. 

 The Kings in those countries are clothed with painted or colored garments, 
and thereby you may know them, and they wear great precious stones, which 
commonly are rubies, being 4 inches long, and two inches broad. And if the 
same be taken from them, either by force or feignt, they are presently deprived 
of their kingdoms. 

 When they mean to speak with any person publicly, they are always carried 
by men in a sumptuous chair of silver or crystal, garnished with precious stones. 

 And if you will speak with the king at your first approaching near to him, 
you must kneel down on both your knees, and then arise again and come some-
what nearer him, within your length, the kneel down again as you did before. 
Then take of the earth or grass between both your hands, kissing the backside 
of each of them, and put the earth or grass on the crown of your head, and so 
come, and kiss the king’s feet. Which circumstances being performed, you may 
then arise and stand by, and talk with him. 

 The noble men and such as be in special fauor with the King, do commonly 
wear feathers in the hair of their heads for the most part, of a bird, as big as a 
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goose of russet color. And this is the best mark that this Ingram can give to 
know him by. 

 There is in some of those countries great abundance of pearl, for in every 
cottage he found pearl, in some houses a quart, in some a pottle, in some a peck, 
more or less, where he did see some as great as a bean. And Richard Browne 
one of his companions, found one of these great pearls in one of their canoes 
or boats, which pearl he gave to Monsieur Champagne, who took them aboard 
his ship, and brought them to New-Haven in France. 

 All the people generally do wear bracelets, as big as a man’s finger, upon 
each of their arms, and the like on the small of each of their legs, where of com-
monly one is gold and two silver. 

 And many of the women also one wear plates golne, covering their bodies in 
manner of a paper of curets, and many curets and chains of great pearl. 

 The people commonly are of good favor, feature, and shape of body, of 
growth above five feet high, somewhat thick, with their faces and skins of color 
like an olive, and towards the north, somewhat tawny, but some of them are 
painted with divers colors, they are very swift of foot, the hair of their heads is 
shaven in sundry spots, and the rest of their head is traced. 

 In the South parts of there country they go all naked, saving that the mens 
cover themselves with the ueeke of gourde, and the wemen with the leaves of 
the plam tree. 

 But in the north parts they are clothed with beasts skins, the hairy side being 
next to their bodies in winter. 

 They are naturally very courteous, if you do not abuse them, either in their 
persons or goods, but use them courteously. The killing or taking of their beasts, 
birds, fishes or fruits cannot offend them, except it be of their cattle which they 
keep about their houses, as kine, guinea hens, or such like. 

 If any of them do hold by both their hands at length together, and kiss the 
backs of them sure token on both sides, then you may trust them, for it is the 
greatest token of friendship that may be. 

 If any of them that come into you with a horse-tail in his hand, then 
you may assure yourself that he is a messenger from the King, and to him 
you may safely commit your person, or go to the King, or anywhere else, 
or by him send anything or message to the King. For men are always either 
[ensign] f lag bearers in the wares, or the King’s messengers, who will never 
betray you. 

 To allure the people to speech ,  if you will have any of the people come 
abode your ship, hang out some white cloth upon a staff, for the is a sign of 
amity. 
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 If you will bargain for wares with them, leave the thing that you will sell 
upon the ground, and to from it a pretty way off, then will they come and take 
it, and set down such wares as they will give for it in the place: And if you think 
it not sufficient, leave the wares with signs that you like it not, and they will 
being more, until either they or you be satisfied, or will give no more. Other-
wise you may hang your wares upon a long poles end, and so put more of less 
on it, until you have agreed on the bargain. 

 When they go to the wars, they march in battle array two and three in a 
rank. 

 Their trumpets they do make of certain beast’s teeth, they have a kind of 
drum, which they make of beast’s skins. They have shields and targets of the 
skins of beasts, compassed with willow twigs, and being dried, they are strong 
and defensible. 

 Their weapons are darts, headed with iron, the heads are two fingers broad, 
and half a foot long, which are fastened within a socket. 

 They have also short bows, strung with bark of trees, being half inch broad, 
their arrows are of bone, a yard long, notched and beaded with silver bone, and 
their arrows are of small force within a stone’s cast of them, and you may put 
them by with a staff a pretty way off. 

 They have short broad swords, of black iron of the length of a yard, or very 
near and ell. bearing edges thicker then backs of knives, somewhat like the foils 
in our fence schools. 

 They have crooked knives of iron somewhat like a wood knife, or hanger, 
wherewith they will carve excellently both in wood and bone. 

 Their f lag figure is horse tail, with glass or crsytal in some of them, being 
they in sundry colors, as red, yellow, green etc. 

 The people in those countries are professed enemies to the cannibals or 
men-eaters: The cannibals inhabit between Norumbega, [Barimah], they have 
teeth like dog’s teeth, and there by you may know them. In the wars they do 
pitch their camp as near as they may into some wood of palm tree, which yields 
them meat, drink, and present remedy against poisoned arrows. 

 Their buildings are weak and of small force. Their houses are made round 
like dove houses, and they dwell together in towns and villages. And some of 
them have banqueting houses in the top of them, built with pillars of silver, and 
crystal, framed square: whereof many of them are as big as a boy’s leg of fifteen 
years of age, and some less. 

 Ingram did also see various towns and villages, as Gunda, a town a f light-
shot in length. 

 Gunda a town a f lighshot in length. 
 Ochala, a great town a mile long. 
 Balma, a rich city, a mile and a half long. 
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 Bega, a country, and town of that name, three quarters of a mile long, where 
are good store of hides. 

 Saguanah, a town almost a mile in length. 
 Barimah a city a mile and a quarter long: also there is a river and a town of 

that name, but less then the first above named. 
 Gunda, a small town and a River, both of that name. And this is the most 

northerly part, that this Ingram was at. 
 There are besides those towns aforenamed, many other great towns which 

this Ingram passed by; commonly distance five or eight miles one from the 
other, which have divers small with large within eight or ten miles from them. 

 They have in every house scoops, buckets, and various other vessels of silver, 
where with they throw out water and dust, and otherwise do employ them to 
their necessary uses in their houses: All which this Ingram did see common and 
usual in some of these countries, especially where he found the great pearls. 

 There are also great rivers, at the heads whereof, this Ingram his compan-
ions did find sundry pieces of globe, some as big as a man’s fist, the earth being 
washed away with the water. 

 And in other places, they did see great rocks of crystal, which grew at the 
heads of great and many rivers, being in quantities to load ships. 

 There are also in those parts, plenty of fine furs, unknown to this Ingram 
are dressed in the manner of the country. 

 The people there so burn a kind of white turf of earth, which they dig out 
of the marshes, a fathom deep in the ground. It burns very clear, and smells as 
sweet as musk, and that earth is as wholesome, sweet, and comfortable, to smell 
unto, as any pomander. They do make their fire of this earth for the sweetness 
thereof, having great abundance of wood. 

 When they want fire, they take briars, and rub them very hard together 
between their fists, and so with hard and often rubbing they kindle and make 
fire. 

 They have great plenty of iron, and there is also great plenty of mineral salt, 
in the marine ground which looks reddish, a things necessary for the great 
fishing near the sea shore, which are there abundant, and the fish very large 
and huge. 

 The ground and countrey is most excellent, fertile and pleasant, especially 
towards the river of May. For the grass of rest is not so green, as it is in these 
parts, for the other is burnt away with the heat of the Sun. And as all the coun-
try is good and most delicate, having great plains, as large a as fair in many 
places as may be seen, being as plain as board: And then great and huge woods 
of sundry kind of trees, as cedar,  lingnum vite , bombassa, planes & bushes, bark 
that breech like pepper, (of which kind, young M. Winter brought home part 
from Straight of Magelan) with the fruitful palm tree, a great plenty of other 
sweet trees to this Ingram unknown. 
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 And after that plains again, and in other places great closes of pasture, envi-
roned with most delicate trees, instead of hedges: they being as it were set by 
the hands of men: 

 Yet the best grass for the most part is in the high countries, somewhat far 
from the sea side, and great rivers, by reason that the low grounds there be so 
rich, that the grass grows faster than it can be eaten, whereby the old grass lieth 
withered thick, and the new grass growing through it. Whereas in the upper 
parts, the grass and ground is most excellent and green. The ground not being 
overcharged with any old withered grass. 

 The palm tree carries hairs on the leaves, which reach to the ground, from 
which the Indians do make ropes and cords for their cotton beds, and do use 
the same to many other purposes. 

 The which tree, if you prick with your knife, about two foot from the root, 
it will yield a wine in color like whey, but in taste strong, which is most excel-
lent drink. But it will distemper both your head and body, if you drink too 
much thereof, as our strong wines will one in these parts. 

 The branches of a top of tree are most excellent meat raw, after you have 
pared away the bark. 

 Also there is a red oil that comes out of the root of this tree, which is most 
excellent against poisoned arrows and weapons: for by it they do recover them-
selves of their poisoned wounds. 

 There is a tree called a plantain, with a fuite growing on it like a pudding, 
which is most excellent meat raw. 

 They have also a red berry like a peascod, called  guyathos , two or three 
inches long, which growth on short bushes full of picks like the sloe or thorn 
tree, and the fruit tastes like a green rasin, but sharper somewhat: They stamp 
this berry and make wine thereof, which they keep in vessels made of wood. 

 They have also in many places vines which bear grapes as big as man’s thumb. 
 There is also great plenty of herbs, and of all kinds of f lowers, as roses, and 

gilly f lowers, like ours in England, and many others which be knew not. 
 Also, they have a kind of grain, the ear where of is as big as the wrist of man’s 

arm: the grain is like a f lat pea, it makes very good bread and white. 
 They are also make bread of the root called  cassava , which they do dry, and 

beat it as small as they can, and temper it with water, and so bake it in cakes 
on a stone. 

 There is also great plenty of buffaloes(?), bears, horses, kine, wolves, foxes, 
deer, goats, sheep, hares, and conies: also other cattle like ours, the most part 
of those buffaloes(?), which are beasts as big as two oxen, in length almost 
twenty feet, having long ears like a blood hound, with long hair about their 
ears, their horns be crooked like ram’s horns, their eyes black, their hair long, 
black, rough, shagged as a goat: The hides of these beasts are sold very dear, this 
beast keeps company only by couples, male and female; and does always fight 
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with others of the same kind when they do meet. There is also great plenty of 
deer both red, white and speckled. There is also great plenty of another kind 
of sheep with course wool: This sheep is very good meat, although the f lesh 
be very red. They are exceeding fat, and of nature loathe to rise when they are 
laid down, which is always from five o’clock at night, until five o’clock in the 
morning: between which time you may easily kill them, but after they be on 
foot they are very wild, and rest not in one place, living together in herds, in 
some 500, more or lesse: And the red sheep are most about the Bay of Saint 
Mary. There are bears both black and white. There are wolves. The foxes have 
their skins more grisled than ours in England, There are conies both white and 
red, and grey in every place great plenty. 

 Ingram did also see in those countries a monstrous beast twice as big as a 
horse, and in proportion like to a horse, both in mane, hoof, baire, and neigh-
ing, saving it was small towards the hinder parts like a greyhound. These beasts 
hath two teeth or horns of a foot long growing straight forth by their nostrils: 
they are natural enemies to the horse. 

 He did also see in that country both elephants and ounces[?]. He did also 
see one other strange beast bigger than a bear, he had neither head nor neck: 
his eyes and mouth were in his breast. This beast is very ugly to behold, and 
cowardly. It. bears a very fine skin like a rat, full of silver hairs. 

 There are in those countries abundance of russet parrots, but very few are 
green. There are also birds of all sorts as we have, and many strange birds. There 
are great plenty of guinea-hens which are tame birds, and proper to the Inhab-
itants, as big as geese, very black of color, having feathers like down. There is 
also a bird called a f lamingo, whose feathers are very red, and is bigger than a 
goose, billed like a shoveler, and is very good meat. There is also another kind 
of fowl in that country which hunts the rivers near into the islands: They are of 
the shape and bigness of a goose but their wings are covered with fine yellow 
feathers, and cannot f ly: You may drive them before you like sheep: They are 
exceeding fat and very delicate meat. They have white heads, and therefore the 
country-men call them  penguins  (which seems to be a Welsh name.) And they 
have also in use various other Welsh words, a matter worth noting. There is 
also a very strange bird, twice as big as an eagle, very beautiful to behold, his 
feathers are more orient then a peacocks feathers, his eyes are glittering as an 
hawk’s eyes, but as great as man’s eyes, his head and thigh as big as a man’s: It 
hath a crest and tuft of feathers of sundry colors on the top of the head like a 
Lapwings hanging backwards: His beak and talons in proportion like eagles, 
but very huge and large. 

 Touching tempests and other strange monstrous things in those parts that 
Ingram hath seen it lighten and thunder in summer season by the space of 
twenty-four hours together: the cause where he judges to be the heat of the 
climate. 
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 He further said that there is a cloud, sometime of the year seen in the air, 
which commonly turns to great tempests. And that sometimes of the year there 
are great winds in manner of whirlwinds. 

 Touching their religion, he saith that then honor for their God a Devil, 
which the call  Colluchio , who speaks unto them sometimes in the likeness of a 
black dog, and sometimes in the likeness of a black calf. 

 And some honor the sun, the moon, and the stars. 

 He reports that the people in those countries are allowed many wives, some 
five, some ten, and a King sometimes an hundred: And that adultery is very 
severely punished in the manner following, The woman taken in adultery 
must, with her own hands, cut the throat of the adulterer, and the next of his 
kin doth likewise cut the throat of the adulteress. And being asked in what 
manner they take their executions? he saith that they are brought to execution 
by certain magistrates, who do deliver unto the woman the knife, wherewith 
she cuts the throat of the adulterer. Then appears their  Colluchio  or Devil, the 
likeness aforesaid and speaks to them, and so that Devil the parties brought 
to execution do great reverence, and with many prayers unto it they do take 
their death. 

 Ingram said that such persons that are put to death in such sort, have not any 
of their friends buried with them: but such as die naturally, have always buried 
with them quick one of their dearest friends to keep them company, and to pro-
vide victuals for them, who do willingly consent to it, being by their  Colluchio  
or Devil, who they do worship. 

 Ingram said further, that he and his two fellows, namely, Richard Browne, 
and Richard Twide, went into a poor man’s house, and there they did see the 
said  Colluchio  or Devil, with very great eyes like a black calf: Upon the sight 
whereof, Browne said, “There is the Devil, and there upon he blessed himself: 
In the name of the father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” And Twide 
said very vehemently, “I defy you and all the works.” And presently the  Col-
luchio  shrank away in a stealing manner, and was seen no more unto them. 

 Also they passed over many great rivers in those countries, in canoes or boats: 
some four, some six, some eight, some ten miles over: whereof one was so large, 
that they could scarce cross the same in twenty-four hours. 

 Also Ingram said, that in the same country, the people have instruments of 
music made of a piece of a cane, almost a foot long, being open at both ends: 
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which sitting down, they smite upon their thighs and one of their hands, mak-
ing a pleasant kind of sound. 

 And they do have another kind of instrument like a tabor, covered with a white 
skin somewhat like parchment. 

 Ingram said he can very well describe their gestures, dancing, and songs. 

 After long travail, the aforesaid David Ingram with his two companions 
Browne and Twide, came to the bend of a river called Garinda, which is 60 
leagues west from Cape Breton: where they understood by the people of that 
country of arrival of a Christian. Whereupon they made their repair to the 
seaside, and there found a French Captain named Monsieur Champaigne, who 
took them into his ship and brought them unto Newhaven in France and from 
there they were transported into England in the year 1569. 

 This Monsieur Campaigne, with various of his company was brought into 
the village of Baryanathe about twenty miles up into the country by Ingram 
and his two companions, by whole means he had a take with the people of div-
ers sorts of fine furres, and of great red leaves of trees almost a yard long, and 
about a foote broad, which he thinketh are good for dyeing. 

 Also the said Monsieur Champaigne, had there for exchange of trif ling 
wares, a good quantity of rude and wrought silver. 

 Ingram said further, that divers of the said Frenchmen which were in the 
said Shippe called the Gargarine, are yet lying in Honf leur upon the coast of 
France, as he thinks, for he did speak with some of them within three years. 

 About a fourenigh after coming from Newhaven into England, Ingram and 
his two companions came to Master John Hawkins, who had set them on shore 
upon the Bay of Mexico, and unto each of them he gave a reward. 

 Richard Brown his companion was slain about five years past in the Eliza-
beth of Master Cockens of London: And Richard Twide his other companion 
died at Ratcliffe in John Sherwood’s house there, about three years past. 

 The language of some of the Indians. 
 Gwando. His a word of salutation, as among us: Good morrow, Good even, 
God save you and such like. 
 Garicona. A King. 
 Garccona. A Lord. 
 Tona. Bread. 
 [Carmugnar. The ***] 
 Kerucca. The Sunne. 

 Also David Ingram traueilling towards the north, found the main sea upon the 
north main of America, and taveled on the sight the space of two whole days, 
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where the people signified unto him, that they had seen ships on that coast, and 
did draw upon the ground the shape and figure of ships, and of their sails and 
f lags. Which thing specially proves the the passage of the of the Northwest, 
and is agreeable to the experience of Vazques de Coronado, who found a ship 
of China or  Cataia  upon the Northwest of America. 

 Also Ingram said, that there is an island called Cursao, and there are in it five 
or six thousand Indians at the least, and those are governed by one Black man, 
who is but a slave to a Spaniard. 

 And moreover the Spaniards will send but one of their slaves with an hun-
dred or two hundred of the Indians, when they go to gather gold in the rivers 
descending from the mountains. And when they that be absent by the space of 
20 or 30 days at the least, every one of the Indians will nevertheless obey all the 
slaves commandments with as great reverence, as if he were their natural King, 
although there be never a Christian near them by the space of a hundred or two 
hundred miles: which displays the great obedience of those people, and how 
easily they may be governed when they be conquered. 
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 Primary Document Three 

 45. 17 AUGUST 1585–18 JUNE 1586. 
 RALPH LANE’S DISCOURSE ON THE FIRST COLONY 

 An account of the particularities of the employments of the English men 
left in Virginia by Sir Richard Greenville under the charge of Master Ralph 
Lane General of the same, from the 17 of August, 1585 until the 18. of June 
1586, at which time they departed the Country: sent and directed to Sir Wal-
ter Ralegh. 

 That I may proceed with order in this discourse, I thinke it requisite to 
divide it into two parts. The first shall declare the particularities of such parts 
of the Country within the main, as our weak number, and supply of things 
necessary did enable us to enter into the discovery thereof. 

 The second part, shall set down the reasons generally moving us to resolve 
on our departure at the instant with the General Sir Francis Drake, and our 
common request for passage with him, when the barkes, pinnaces, and boats 
with the Masters and Mariners meant by him to be left in the Country for 
the supply of such, as for a further time meant to have stayed there, were car-
ried away with tempest, and foul weather: In the beginning whereof shall be 
declared the conspiracy of Pemisapan, with the Indians of the main to have cut 
vs off, & c . 

  The first part declaring the particularities of the Countrey of Virginia . 

 First therefore touching the particularities of the Country, you shall under-
stand our discovery of the same hath been extended from the Island of Roa-
noke, (the same having bene the place of our settlement or inhabitation) into 
the south, into the north, into the northwest, and into the west. 

 The uttermost place to the southward of any discovery was Secotan, being 
by estimation four score miles distant from Roanoake. The passage from thence 
was through a broad sound within the maine, the same being without kenning 
of land, and yet full of f lats and shoals : we had but one boat with four oars to 
pass through the same, which boat could not carry above fifteen men with their 
furniture, baggage, and victual for seuen dayes at the most: and as for our pinace, 
besides that she drew too deep water for that shallow sound, she would not stir 
for an oar: for these and other reasons (winter also being at hand) we thought 
good wholly to leave the discovery of those parts until our stronger supply. 

 To the northward our furthest discovery was to the Chesepians, distant 
from Roanoake about 130 miles, the passage to it was very shallow and most 
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dangerous, by reason of the breadth of the sound, and the little succor that upon 
any f law was there to be had. 

 But the territory and soil of the Chesepians (being distant fifteen miles from 
the shore) was for pleasantness of seate for temperature of climate, for fertility 
of soil, and for the commodity of the sea, besides multitude of bears (being an 
excellent good victual, with great woods of sassafras, and walnut trees) is not to 
be excelled by any other whatsoever. 

 There be sundry Kings, whom they call  weroances , and countries of great 
fertilities adjoining to the same, as the Mandoages, Tripanicks, and Opossians, 
which all came to visit the Colony of the English, which I had for a time 
appointed to be resident there. 

 To the Northwest the farthest place of our discouerie was Choanoke dis-
tant from Roanoake about 130 miles. Our passage thither lies through a broad 
sound, but all fresh water, and the channel of a great depth, navigable for good 
shipping. but out of the channel full of shoals. 

 The towns about the water-side situated by the way, are these following: 
Pysshokonnok, the woman’s town, Chipanum, Weopomiok, Muscamunge, 
and Mattaquen:all these being under the jurisdiction of the king of Weopo-
miok, called Okisco: from Muscamunge we enter into the riuer, and juris-
diction of Choanoke: There the river begins to straighten until it come to 
Choanoke, and then grows to be as narrow as the Thames between Westmin-
ster, and Lambeth. 

 Between Muscamunge and Choanoke upon the left hand as we pass thither, 
is a goodly high land, and there is a town which we called the blind-town, but 
the Indians called it Ooanoke, and hath a very goodly come field belonging 
into it: it is subject to Choanoke. 

 Choanoke itself is the greatest province and seigniory lying upon that river, 
and the very town itself is able to put 700 fighting men into the field, besides 
the forces of the province itself. 

 The King of the said province is called Menatonon, a man impotent in 
his limbs, but otherwise for a Indian, a very grave and wise man, and of very 
singular good discourse in matters concerning the state, not only of his own 
country, and the disposition of his own men, but also of his neighbors round 
about him as well far as near, and of the commodities that each country yields. 
When I had him prisoner with me, for two days that we were together, he gave 
me more understanding and light of the country then I had received by all 
the searches and salvages that before I or any of my company had had confer-
ence with: it was in March last past 1586. Amongst other things he told me, 
that going three day’s journey in a canoe up his river of Choanoke, and then 
descending to the land, you are within four day’s journey to pass over land 
northeast to a certain King's country, whose province lies upon the sea, but his 
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place of greatest strength is an island situated as he described to me in a bay, the 
water round about very deep. 

 Out of this Bay he signified to me, that this King had so great quantity of 
pearls, and does so ordinarily take the same, as that not only his own skins that 
he wears, and the better sort of his gentlemen and followers, are full set with 
the said pearls, but also his beds, and houses, are garnished with them, and that 
he hath such quantity of them, that it is a wonder to see. 

 He showed me that the King was with him at Choanoak two years before, 
and brought him certain pearls, but the same of the worst sort, yet was he fain 
to buy them of him for copper at a dear rate, as he thought: He gave me a rope 
of the same pearls, but they were black, and naught, yet many of them were 
very great, and a few amongst a number very orient and round, all which I lost 
with other things of mine, coming aboard Sir Francis Drake’s f leet: yet he told 
me that the King had great store of pearls that were white, great, and round, 
and that his black pearl his men did take out of shallow water, but the white 
pearl his men fished for in very deep water. 

 It seemed to me by his speech, that the King had traffic with white men 
that had clothes as we have, for these white pearls, and that was the reason that 
he would not depart with other then with black pearls, to those of the same 
country. 

 The King of Choanoak promised to give me guides to go over-land into that 
kings country whenever I would: but he advised me to take good store of men 
with me and good store of victual, for he said, that the King would be loath to 
suffer any strangers to enter into his country, and especially to meddle with the 
fishing for any pearls there, and that he was able to make a great many of men 
into the field, which he said would fight very well. 

 Hereupon I resolved with myself, that if your supply had come before the 
end of April, and that you had sent any store of boats or men, to have had them 
made in any reasonable time, with a sufficient number of men, and victuals 
to have found vs until the new corn were come in, I would have sent a small 
barque with two pinnaces about by sea to the northward to have found out the 
bay he spoke of, and to have sounded the bar if there were any which should 
have ridden there in the bay about that island, while I with all the small boats I 
could make, and with two hundred men would have gone up to the head of the 
river of Choanoak, with the guides that Menatonon would have given, which 
I would have been assured should have been of his best men, (for I had his best 
beloved son prisoner with me) who also should have kept me company with the 
rest by foot all the voyage over-land. 

 My meaning was further at the head of the river in the place of my descent 
where I would have left my boats to have raised a sconce with a small trench, 
and a  palisado  upon the top of it, in the which, and in the guard of my boats I 
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would have left twenty-five, or thirty men with the rest would I have marched 
with as much victual as every man could have carried, with their furniture, 
mattocks, spades and axes, two day’s journey. In the end of my march upon 
some convenient plot would I have raised another sconce according to the 
former, where I would have left 15 or 20. And if it would have fallen out con-
veniently, in the way I would have raised my sconce upon some corn field, that 
my company might have lived upon it. 

 And so I would have holden this course of ensconcing every two day’s 
march, until I had arrived at the bay or port he spoke of: which finding to be 
worth the possession, I would there have raised a maine forte, both for the 
defense of the harbors, and our shipping also, and would have reduced our 
whole habitation from Roanoake and from the harbor and port there (which 
by proof is very naught) unto this other before-mentioned, from whence, 
in the four day’s march before specified, could I at all times return with my 
company back into my boats riding under my sconce, very near whereunto 
directly from the west runs a most notable river, and in all those parts most 
famous, called the river of Morotico.This river opens into the broad sound of 
Weopomiok: And whereas the riuer of Choanoak, and all the other sounds, 
and bays, salt and fresh, show no currant in the world in calm weather, but 
are moved altogether with the wind : This river of Morotico has so violent a 
current from the west and southwest, that it made me almost of opinion that 
with oars it would scarce be navigable: it passes many creeks and turnings, and 
for the space of thirty miles rowing, and more, it is as broad as the Thames 
between Greenwich, and the Isle of Dogs, in some place more, and in some 
less: the current runs as strong being entered so high into the river, as at Lon-
don Bridge upon a vale water. 

 And for that not only Menatonon, but also the Indians of Morotico themselves 
do report strange things of the head of that river, and that from Morotico itself, 
which is a principal town upon that river, it is thirty days as some of them say, 
and some say forty days voyage to the head thereof, which head they say springs 
out of a maine rock in that abundance, that it makes a most violent stream: and 
further, that this huge rock stands near unto a Sea, that many times in storms (the 
wind coming outwardly from the sea) the waves thereof are beaten into the fresh 
stream, so that the fresh water for a certain space, grows salt and brackish: 

 I took a resolution with myself, having dismissed Menatonon upon a ransom 
agreed for, and sent his son into the pinnace to Roanoake, to enter presently 
so far into that river with two double-wherries, and forty persons one or other, 
as I could have victual to carrie us until we could meet with more either of 
the Moratiks, or of the Mangoaks, which is another kind of Indian, dwelling 
more to the westward of the river: but the hope of recovering more victual 
from the Indians made me and my company as narrowly to escape starving in 
that discovery before our return, as ever men did that missed the same. 
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 For Pemisapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of 
his brother Granganimo, had given both the Choanists & Mangoaks word of 
my purpose touching them, I having been enforced to make him privy to the 
same, to be served by him of a guide to the Mangoaks, and yet he did never rest 
to solicit continually my going upon them, certifying me of a general assembly 
even at that time made by Menatonon at Choanoak of all his  weroances , and 
allies to the number of 3000 bows preparing to come upon us at Roanoake, and 
that the Mangoaks also were joined in the same confederacy, who were able of 
themselves to bring as many more to the enterprise: 

 And true it was, that at that time the assembly was held at Choanoak about 
us, as I found at my coming there, which being unlooked for did so dismay 
them, as it made us have the better hand at them. But this confederacy against 
us of the Choanists and Mangoaks was altogether and wholly procured by 
Pemisapan himself, as Menatonon confessed to me, who sent them continual 
word that our purpose was fully bent to destroy them: on the other side he told 
me that they had the like meaning towards vs. 

 He in like sort having sent words to the Mangoaks of my intention to pass 
into their river, and to kill them (as he said) both they and the Moratiks, with 
whom before we were entered into a league and they had ever dealt kindly with 
us, abandoned their towns along the river, and retired with their corn within the 
maine: insomuch as having passed three day’s voyage vp the river, we could not 
meet a man, nor find a grain of corn in any their towns: whereupon considering 
with myself, that we had but two day’s victual left, and that we were then 160 
miles from home, besides casualty of contrary winds or storms, and suspecting 
treason of our own Indians in the discovery of our voyage intended, though we 
had no intention to be hurtful to any of them, otherwise then for our copper 
to have had come of them: I at night upon the corps of guard, before the put-
ting forth of sentinels, advertised the whole company of the case we stood in for 
victual, and of mine opinion that we were betrayed by our own Indians, and of 
purpose drawn forth by them upon vain hope to be in the end starred, seeing all 
the country fled before us, and therefore while we had those two day’s victual left, 
I thought it good for us to make our return homeward, and that it were neces-
sary for us to get the other side of the sound of Weopomiok, where we might 
be relieved upon the weares of Chypanum, and the woman’s town, although the 
people were fled. 

 Thus much I signif ied to them, as the safest way: nevertheless, I did refer 
it to the greatest number of voices, whether we should adventure the spend-
ing of our whole victual in some further view of that most goodly river in 
hope to meet with some better luck, or otherwise to retire ourselves back 
again: 
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 And for that they might be the better advised, I willed them to deliberate 
all night upon the matter, and in the morning at our going aboard to set our 
course according to the desires of the greatest part. Their resolution fully and 
wholely was (and not three found to be of the contrary opinion) that whiles 
there was left one half pint of corn for a man, that we should not leave the 
search of that river, and that there were in the company two masriues[?], upon 
the pottage of which with sassafras leaves (if the wont fell out) the company 
would make shift to hue two days, which would bring them down the current 
to the mouth of the river, and to the entry of the sound, and in two days more 
at the farthest they hoped to cross the sound and to be relieved by the weares, 
which two days they would fast rather than be drawn back a foot til they had 
see the Mangoaks either as friends or foes. This resolution of theirs did not a 
little please me, since it came of themselves, although for mistrust of that which 
afterwards did happen, I pretended to have been rather of the contrary opinion. 

 And that which made me most desirous to have some doings with the Man-
goaks either in friendship or otherwise to have had one or two of them pris-
oners, was, for it it is a thing most notorious to all the country, that there is a 
province to the which the Mangoaks have recourse and traffic up that river of 
Moratico, which has a marvelous and most strange mineral. This mine is so 
notorious amongst them, as not only to the Indians dwelling up the river, and 
also to the Indians of Choanoke, and all them to the westward, but also to all 
them of the maine: the country’s name is called Chaunis Temoatan. 

 The mineral they say is  wassador , which is copper, but they call by the name 
of  wassador  every metal whatsoever: they say it is of the color of our copper, 
but our copper is better than theirs: and the reason is for that it is redder and 
harder, whereas that of Chaunis Temoatan is very soft, and pale: they say that 
they take the metal out of a river that falls very swift from the rocks, and hills, 
and they take it in shallow water: the manner is this: They take a great bowl by 
their description as great as one of our targets, and wrap a skin over the hollow 
part, leaving one part open to receive in the mineral: that done, they watch the 
coming down of the current, and the change of the color of the water, and then 
suddenly chop down the said bowl with the skin, and receive into the same as 
much ore as will come in, which is ever as much as their bowl will hold, which 
presently they cast into a fire, making it melt, and yields in 5 parts, at the first 
melting, two parts of metal for three partes of ore. Of this metal the Mangoaks 
have so great store, by report of all the Indians adjoining, that they beautify 
their houses with great plates of the same: and this to be true, I received by 
report of all the country, and particularly by young Skiko, the King of Choa-
nokes son my prisoner, who also himself had been prisoner with the Mangoaks, 
and set down all the particularities to me before: but he had not been at Chaw-
nis Temoatan himself: for he said, it was twenty day’s journey overland from 
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the Mangoakes, to the said mineral country, and that they Mangoaks, before 
they came to the country. 

 Upon report of the premises, which I was very inquisitive in all places where 
I came to take very particular information of, by all the Indians that dwelt 
towards those parts and especially of Menatonon himself who in every thing 
did very particularly inform me, and promised mee guides of his own men, 
who should passe ouer with mee, euen to the country of Chaunis Temoatan, 
(for over land from Choanok to the Mangoaks is but one day’s journey from sun 
rising to sun setting, whereas by water it is 7 days with the soonest:) 

 These things I say, made me very desirous by all means possible to recover 
the Mangoaks, to get some of that their copper for an assay, and therefore I 
willingly yielded to their resolution: But it fell out very contrary to all expec-
tation, and likelihood: for after two day’s travel, and our whole victual spent, 
lying on shore all night, we could never see man, only fires we might perceive 
made along the shore where we were to pass, and up into the country until 
the very last day. In the evening whereof, about three o’clock we heard certain 
Indian call as we thought, Manteo, who was also at that time with me in boat, 
whereof we all being very glad, hoping of some friendly conference with them, 
and making him to answer them, they presently began a song, as we thought in 
token of our welcome to them: but Manteo presently took him to his peace[?], 
and told me that they meant to fight with us: which word was not so soon spo-
ken by him, and the light horse ready to put to shore, but there lighted a volley 
of their arrows amongst them in the boat, but did no hurt God be thanked to 
any man. 

 Immediately, the other boat lying ready with their shot to scour the place 
for our hand weapons to land upon, which was presently done, although the 
land was very high and steepe, the Indians forth with quitted the shore, and 
set themselves up to f light: we landed, and having fair and easily followed for 
a small time after them, who had wooded themselves we know not where: the 
sun drawing then towards the setting, and being then assured that the next day, 
if we would pursue them, though we might happen to meet with them, yet we 
should be assured to meet with none of their victual which we then had good 
cause to think of, therefore choosing for the company a convenient ground in 
safety to lodge in for the night, making a strong corps of guard, and putting out 
good sentinels, I determined the next morning before the rising of the sun to 
be going back again, if possibly we might recover the mouth of the river into 
the broad sound, which at my first motion I found my whole company ready to 
assent to: for they were now come to their dog’s porridge, that they had bespo-
ken for themselves, if that befell them which did, and I before did mistrust we 
should hardly escape. 
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 The end was, we came the next day by night to the river's mouth within 4 or 
5 miles of the same, having rowed in one day down the currant, as much as in 
4 days we had done against the same: we lodged upon an island, where we had 
nothing in the world to eat but pottage of sassafras leaves, the like whereof for a 
meat was never used before as I think. The broad sound we had to pass, the next 
day all fasting: that day the wind blew so strongly, and the billow so great, that 
there was no possibility of passage without sinking of our boats. Upon Easter 
day in the morning the wind coming very calm, wee entered the sound, and 
by 4 o’clock we were at Chipanum, where all the Indian that we had left there 
were f led, but their weares did yield us some fish, as God was pleased not utterly 
to suffer us to be lost: for some of our company of the light horsemen were far 
spent. The next morning we arrived at our home Roanoke. 

 I have set down this voyage somewhat particularly, to the end it may appear 
to you (as true it is) that there wanted no great good will from the most to 
the least amongst vs, to have persisted this discovery of the mine: for that the 
discovery of a good mine, by the goodness of God, or a passage to the South 
Sea, or someway to it, and nothing else can bring this country in request to 
be inhabited by our nation. And with the discovery of any of the two above 
showed, it will be the most sweet, and healthiest climate, and therewithal the 
most fertile soil, being manured in the world: and then will sassafras, and many 
other roots and gums there found make good merchandise and lading for ship-
ping, which otherwise of themselves will not be worth the fetching. 

 Provided also, that there be found out a better harbor then yet there is, 
which must be to the northward, if any there be, which was mine inten-
tion to have spent this summer in the search of, and of the mine of Chawnis 
Temoatan: the one I would have done, if the barks that I should have had of S ir  
Francis Drake had not been driven away by storm: the other if your supply of 
more men, and some other necessaries had come to vs in any convenient suf-
ficiency. For this river of Moratico promises great things, and by the opinion 
of M aster  Harriot the head of it by the description of the country, either rises 
from the bay of Mexico, or else from very near to the same, that opens out 
into the South Sea. 

 And touching the mineral, thus does M aster  Yougham affirm, that though 
it be but copper, seeing the Indians are able to melt it, it is one of the richest 
minerals in the world. 

 Wherefore a good harbor found to the northward, as before is said, and from 
thence four days overland, to the river of Choanoak sconces being raised, from 
whence again overland through the province of Choanoak one day’s voyage 
to the first town of the Mangoaks up the river of Moratico by the way, as also 
upon the said river for the defense of our boats like sconces being set, in this 
course of proceeding you shall clear yourself from all those dangers and broad 
shallow sounds before mentioned, and gain within four day’s travel into the 
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heart of the main 200 miles at the least, and so pass your discovery into that 
most notable, and to the likeliest parts of the main, with far greater felicity then 
otherwise can be performed. 

 Thus sir, I have though simply, yet truly set down to you, what my labor 
with the rest of the gentlemen, and poor men of our company, (not without 
both pain, and peril which the Lord in his mercy many ways delivered us from) 
could yield to you, which might have been performed in some more perfection, 
if the Lord had been pleased that only that which you had provided for us had 
at the first been left with us, or that he had not in his eternal providence now at 
the last set some other course in these things, then the wisdom of man could 
look into, which truly the carrying away, by a most strange, and unlooked for 
storm all our provision, with barks, master, mariners, and various also of mine 
own company, all having been so courteously supplied by the General S ir  Fran-
cis Drake, the same having been most sufficient to have performed the greatest 
part of the premises, must ever make me to think, the hand of God only, (for 
some his good purpose to myself yet unknown), to have been in the matter. 

  The second part touching the conspiracy of Pemisapan, 
the discouerie of the same, and at the last, of our request 
to depart with Sir Francis Drake for England . 

 Ensenore an Indian father to Pemisapan being the only friend to our nation 
that we had amongst them, and about the king, died the 20 of April, 1586, 
he alone, had before opposed himself in their consultations against all matters 
proposed against us, which both the King, and all the rest of them after Grang-
emo’s death, were very willing to have preferred. And he was not only by the 
mere providence of God during his life, a mean to save us from hurt, as poi-
sonings and such like, but also to do us very great good, and singularly in this. 

 The King was advised and of himself disposed, as a ready mean to have 
assuredly brought vs to ruin in the month of March, 1586, himself also with all 
his Indians to have run away from us, and to have left his ground in the island 
unsown, which if he had done, there had been no possibility in common rea-
son, (but by the immediate hand of God) that we could have been preserved 
from starving out of hand. For at that time we had no weares for fish, neither 
could our men skill of the making of them, neither had we one grain of corn 
for seed to put into the ground. 

 In mine absence on my voyage that I had made against the Chaonists, and 
Mangoaks, they had raised false news among themselves, that I and my com-
pany were part slain, and part starved by the Chaonists, and Mangoaks. One 
part of this tale was too true, that I and mine were like to be starved, but the 
other false. 

 Nevertheless until my return, it took such effect in Pemisapan's breast, and in 
those against us, that they grew not only into contempt of us, but also (contrary 
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to their former reverend opinion in show, of the almighty God of heaven, and 
Jesus Christ, whom we serve and worship, whom before they would acknowl-
edge and confess the only God :) 

 Now they began to blaspheme, and f latly to say, that our Lord God was 
not God, since he suffered us to sustain much hunger, and also to be killed of 
the Renapoaks, for so they call by that general name, all the inhabitants of the 
whole main, of whatever province. Insomuch as old Ensenore, neither any of 
his fellows, could for his sake have no more credit for us: and it came so far that 
the King was resolved to have presently gone away as is aforesaid. 

 But even in the beginning of this spreading of false news I returned, which 
when he saw contrary to his expectation, and the advertisement that he had 
received: that not only myself, and my company were all safe, but also by 
report of his own 3 Indians, which had been with me besides Manteo in that 
voyage, that is to say, Tetepano, his sister's husband Eracano, and Cosine, that 
the Chaonists, and Mangoaks, (whose name, and multitude besides their valor 
is terrible to all the rest of the provinces) dared not for the most part of them 
abide us, and that those that did abide us were killed, and that we had taken 
Menatonon prisoner, and brought his son that he best loved to Roanoke with 
me, it did not a little assuage all devices against us: 

 On the other side, it made Ensenor’s opinions to be received again with 
greater respects. For he had often before told them, and then renewed those 
his former speeches, both to the King and the rest, that we were the servants of 
God, and that we were not subject to be destroyed by them: but contrary-wise, 
that they amongst them that sought our destruction, should find their own and 
not be able to work ours, and that we being dead men were able to do them 
more hurt, then now we could do being alive. An opinion very confidently at 
this day held by the wisest amongst them, and of their old men, as also, that 
they have been in the night, being 100 miles from any us in the air shot at, and 
struck by some men of ours, that by sickness had dyed among them: and many 
of them hold the opinion, that we be dead men returned into the world again, 
and that we do not remain dead but for a certain time, and that then we return 
again. 

 All these speeches then agame grew in full credite with them, the King and 
all touching vs, when he saw the small troupe returned again, and in that sort 
from those whose very names were terrible to them: but that which made up 
the matter on our side for that time, was an accident, yea rather, (as all the rest 
was) the good providence of the Almighty for the saying of us, which was this. 

 Within certain days after my return from the said journey, Menatonon sent a 
messenger to visit his son the prisoner with me, and sent me certain pearls for a 
present, or rather as Pemisapan told me, for the ransom of his son, and therefore 
I refused them: but the greatest cause of his sending then, was to signify unto 
me, that he had commanded Okisko King of Weopomiok, to yield himself 
servant to the great  weroanza  of England, and after her to Sir Walter Ralegh: 
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to perform which commandment received from Menatonon, the said Okisko 
jointly with this Menatonon’s messenger, sent twenty-four of his principal men 
to Roanoke to Pemisapan, to signify that they were ready to perform the same, 
and so had sent those his men to let me know, that from that time forward he, 
and his successors were to acknowledge her Majesty their only Sovereign, and 
next unto her, as is aforesaid. 

 All which being done, and acknowledged by them all, in the presence of 
Pemisapan his father, and all his Indians in counsel then with him, it did for the 
time, thoroughly (as it seemed) change him in disposition toward us : Insomuch 
as forthwith Ensenore won this resolution of him, that out of hand he should 
go about to cause his men to set up weares forthwith for us: both which he, at 
that present went in hand and did so labor the expedition of it, that in the end 
of April, he had sowed a good quantity of ground, so much as had been suf-
ficient, to have fed our whole company (God blessing the growth) and that by 
the belly for a whole year: besides that he gave us a certain plot of ground for 
ourselves to sow. 

 All which put vs in marvelous comfort, if we could pass from April, until 
the beginning of July, (which was to have bene the beginning of their harvest,) 
that then a new supply out of England or else our own store would well enough 
maintain us: All our fear was of the two months between, in which mean space, 
if the Indians should not help us with cassavi, and Chyna, and that our weares 
should fail us, (as often they did) we might very well starve, notwithstanding 
the growing corn, like the starving horse in the stable, with the growing grass, 
as the proverb is, which we very hardly had escaped but only by the hand of 
God, as it pleased him to try us. For within few days after, as before is said 
Ensenore our friend died, who was no sooner dead, but certain of our great 
enemies about Pemisapan, as Osocan a  weroance , Tanaquiny and Wanchese most 
principally, were in hand again to put their old practices in ire against us, which 
were readily embraced, and all their former devices against us renewed, and 
new brought in question. 

 Bur that of starving us, by their forbearing to sow, was   broken by Ensenore 
in his life, by having made the King all at one instant to sow his ground not 
only in the island but also at Addesmocopeia in the main, within two leagues 
over against us. Nevertheless there was no lack of mischievous practices among 
them, and of all they resolved principally of this following. 

 First that Okisko, King of Weopomiok, with the Mandoages, should 
be moved, and with great quantity of copper entertained to the number 
of 700 or 800 bows to the enterprise the matter thus to be ordered. They 
of Weopomiok should be invited to a certain place which they do use to 
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solemnize in their manner for any great personage dead, and should have been 
for Ensenore. 

 At this instant also should the Mandoaks, who were a great people with the 
Chesepians, and their friends to the number of 700 of them be armed at a day 
appointed to the maine of Addesmocopeio, and there lying close at the sign of 
fires, which should interchangeably be made on both sides, whe n  Pemisapan 
wit h  his troop should have executed me, and some of our  weroances  (as they 
called all our principal officers, the maine forces of the rest should have come 
over into the island where they meant to have dispatched the rest of the com-
pany, whom they did imagine to find both dismayed and dispersed abroad in 
the island seeking of crabs, and fish to live with all the manner of their enter-
prise was this. 

 Tarraquine and Andacon two principal men about Pemisapan, and very 
lusty fellows with twenty more appointed to them had the charge of my person 
to see an order taken for the same, which they meant should in this sort have 
been executed. In the dead time of the night they would have beset my house, 
and put fire in the reeds, that the same was covered with: meaning (as it was 
likely) that myself would have come running out of a sudden amazed in my 
shirt without arms, upon the instant they would haue knocked out my brains. 

 The same order was given to certain of his fellow, for  Master  Herriots: so 
for all the rest of our better sort, all our houses at one instant being set on fire 
as afore is said, and that as well for them of the fort, as for us at the town. Now 
to the end that we might be the fewer in number together, and so be the more 
easily dealt with (for in deed ten of us with our arms prepared, were a terror to 
a hundred of the best sort of them,) they agreed and did immediately put it in 
practice, that they should not for any copper, sell us any victuals whatsoever: 
besides that in the night they should send to have our weares robbed, and also 
to cause them to be broken and once being broken never to be repaired again 
by them. By this means the King stood assured, that I must be enforced for 
lack of sustenance, there to disband my company into sundry places to live 
upon shellf ish, for so the Indians themselves do, going to Ottorasko, Croat-
oan, and other places fishing and hunting, while their grounds be in sowing, 
and their come growing, which failed not his expectation. For the famine 
grew so extreme among us, our weares falling us of f ish, that I was enforced to 
send captain Stafford with 20 with him to Croatoan my lord Admiral's Island 
to serve two turns in one, that is to say to feed himself, and his company, and 
also to keep watch, if any shipping came upon the coast to warn us. I sent 
master Pridiox with the pinnace to Otterasco, and ten with him, with the 
Provost Marshal to live there, and also to wait for shipping: also I sent every 
week 16 or 20 of the rest of the company to the maine over against us, to live 
of cassava, and oysters. 
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 In the meantime, Pemisapan went of purpose of Addesmocopeio for 3 
causes: the one, to see his grounds there broken up, and sowed for a second 
crop: the other to withdraw himself from my daily sending to him for supply 
of victual for my company, for he was afraid to deny me anything, neither did 
he dare in my presence but by color, and with excuses, which I was content to 
accept for the time, meaning in the end as I had reason, to give him the jump 
once for all: but in the meanwhile, as I had ever done before, I and mine bore 
all wrongs, and accepted all excuses. 

 My purpose was to have relied myself with Menatonon, and the Chaonists, 
who in truth as they are more valiant people and in greater number then the 
rest, so are they more faithful in their promises, and since my late being there, 
had given many tokens of earnest desire they had to join in perfect league with 
us, and therefore were greatly offended with Pemisapan and Weopomiok for 
making him believe such tales of us. 

 The third cause of his going to Addesmacopeio was to dispatch his messen-
gers to Weopomiok, and to the Mandoages, as aforesaid, all which he did with 
great impress of copper in hand, making large promises to them of greater spoil. 

 The answer within few days after, came from Weopomiok, which was divided 
into two parts. First for the King Okisko, who denied to be of the party for 
himself, or any of his followers, and therefore did immediately retire himself with 
his force into the maine: the other was concerning the rest of the province who 
accepted of it: and in like sort the Mandoags received the impress. 

 The day of their assembly at Roanoke, was appointed the 10 of July: all 
which the premises were discovered by Skyco, the King Menatonon his son my 
prisoner, who having once attempted to run away, I laid him in the bilboes, 
threatening to cut off his head, whom I remitted at Pemisapans request: where-
upon he being persuaded that he was our enemy to the death, he did not only 
feed him with himself, but also made him acquainted with all his practices. On 
the other side, the young man finding himself as well used at my hand, as I had 
means to show, and that all my company made much of him, he f latly revealed 
all to me, which also afterwards was told to me by one of Pemisapan's one men, 
the night before he was slain. 

 These mischiefs being al instantly upon me, and my company to be put in 
execution, stood me in hand to study how to prevent them, and also to save all 
others, which were at that time so far from me: whereupon I sent to Pemisapan 
to put suspicion out of his head, that I meant presently to go to Croatoan, for 
that I had heard of the arrival of our f leet, (though I in truth had neither heard 
nor hoped for so good adventure,) and that I meant to come by him, to borrow 
of his men to fish for my company, and to hunt for me at Croatoan, as also to 
buy some four day’s provision to seem for my voyage. 

 He sent me word that he would himself come over to Roanoke, but from 
day to day he deferred, only to bring the Weopomioks with him, and the 
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Mandoags, whose time appointed was within 8 days after. It was the last of 
May, 1586 when all his own Indians began to make their assembly at Roanoke, 
at his commandment sent abroad to them, and I resolved not to stay longer 
upon his coming over, since he meant to come with so good company, but 
thought good to go, and visit him with such as I had, which I resolved to do the 
next day: but that night I meant by the way to seize upon all the canoes about 
the island to keep him from warning others. 

 But the town took the alarm, before I meant it to them: the occasion was 
this. I had sent the master of the light horsemen with a few with him, to gather 
up all the canoes in the setting of the sun, and to take as many as were going 
from us to Adesmocopeio, but to suffer any that came from there to land: he 
met with a canoe, going from the shore, and overthrew the canoe, and cut off 
two Indians’ heads: this was not done so secretly but he was discovered from 
the shore, whereupon the cry arose: for in truth they, committed to their own 
villainous purposes against us, held as good watch upon us, both day and night, 
as we did upon them. 

 The alarm given, they took themselves to their bows, and we to our arms: 
some three or four of them at the first were slain with our shot, the rest f led 
into the woods. 

 The next morning with the light horseman, and one canoe, taking 25 
with the colonel of the Chesepians, and the sergeant-major, I went to Ades-
mocopeio, and being landed sent Pemisapan word by one of his own Indi-
ans who met me at the shore, that I was going to Croatoan, and meant to 
take him in the way to complain to him of Osocon, who the night past 
was conveying away my prisoner, whom I had there present tied in a han-
dlock: hereupon the King did abide my coming to him, and f inding myself 
amidst 7 or 8 of his principal  weroances and  followers, (not regarding any of 
the common sort) I gave the watchword agreed upon, (which was Christ 
our victory,) and immediately those his chief men, and himself, had by the 
mercy of God for our deliverance, that which they had purposed for us. 
The King himself being shot through by the colonel with a pistol lying on 
the ground for dead, and I looking as watchfully for the saving of Manteo’s 
friends, as others were busy that none of the rest should escape, suddenly he 
started up, and ran away as though he had not been touched, insomuch as 
he overran all the company, being by the way shot through the buttocks by 
mine Irish boy with my petronell. In the end an Irish man serving me, one 
Nugent and the deputy provost undertook to capture him, and following 
him in the woods overtook him, and I in some doubt least we had lost both 
the King, and my man by our own negligence to have been intercepted by 
the Indians, we met him returning out of the woods with Pemisapan’s head 
in his hand. 
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 This fell out the first of June, 1586 and the 8 of the same came news to me 
from captain Stafford, lying at my lord Admiral’s Island, that he had discovered 
a great f leet of 23 sail: but whether they were friends or foes, he could not yet 
discern, he advised me to stand upon as good guard as I could. 

 The 9 of the said month, he himself came to me, having that night before, 
and that same day travelled by land 20 miles, and I must truly report of him 
from the first to the last, he was the gentleman that never spared labour or peril 
either by land or water, fair weather or fowl, to perform any service committed 
to him. 

 He brought me a letter from the general Sir Francis Drake, with a most 
bountiful and honorable offer for the supply of our necessities to the perfor-
mance of the action, we were entered into, and that not only of victuals, muni-
tion barks, pinnaces and boats, they also by him to be victualed, manned, and 
furnished to my contestation. 

 The tenth day he arrived in the road of our bad harbor, and coming there to 
an anchor, the eleventh day I came to him, whom I found in deeds most hon-
orably to perform that which in writing and message he had most courteously 
offered, he having beforehand propounded the matter to all the captains of his 
f leet, and got their liking and consent thereto. 

 With such thanks to him and his captains for his care both of us and of our 
action, not as the matter deserved, but as I could both for my company and 
myself, I prepared what I would desire, craved at his hands that it would please 
him to take with him into England a number of weak, and unfit men for my 
good action, which I would deliver to him, and in place of them to supply me 
of his company, with oar men, artificers, and others. 

 That he would leave us so much shipping and victual, as about August then 
next following, would carry me and all my company into England, when we 
had discovered somewhat that for lack of needful provision in time left with us 
as yet remained undone. 

 That it would please him to leave some sufficient masters not only to carry 
us into England, when time should be, but also to search the coast for some 
better harbor if there were any, and especially to help us to some small boats 
and oar men. 

 Also for a supply of calibers, hand-weapons, match and lead, tools, apparel, 
and such like. 

 He having received my requests according to his usual commendable man-
ner of government (as it was told me) calling his captains to counsel, the resolu-
tion was that I should send such of my officers of my company, as I used in such 
matters, with their notes to go aboard with him, which were the master of the 
victuals, the keeper of the store, and the vice-treasurer, to whom he appointed 
for me the  Francis , a very proper bark of 70 tons, and took present order for 
bringing of victual aboard her for 100 men for four months. 
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 And further appointed for me two fine pinnaces ,  and 4 small boats, and 
that which was to perform all his former liberality towards us, was that he had 
gotten the full assents of two of as sufficient experimented masters as were any 
in his f leet, by judgement of them that knew them, to tarry with me, and to 
employ, themselves most earnestly in the action, was Abraham Kendall, the 
other Griffith Herne. 

 While these things were in hand, the provision being brought, and in bring-
ing aboard, my masters being also gone aboard, my barkes having accepted of 
their charge and my own off icers with others in like sort of my company 
with the m , all which was dispatched by the said general the 12 of the said 
month: the 13 of the same there arose such an unwonted storm, and contin-
ued four days that had like to have driven all on shore, if the Lord had not held 
his holy hand over them and the general very providently foreseen the worst 
himself, then about my dispatch putting himself aboard : but in the end having 
driven sundry of the f leet to put to sea the  Francis  also with all my provisions, 
my two masters, and my company aboard, she was seen to be free from the 
same, and to put clear to sea. 

 This storm having continued from the 13 to the 16 of the month, and thus 
my bark put away, the general coming ashore, made a new proffer to me, which 
was a ship of 170 tons, called the  Barke Bonner , with a sufficient master and 
guide to tarry with me the time appointed, and victualed sufficiently to carry 
me and my company into England with all provisions as before: but he told me 
that he would not for any thing undertake to have her brought into our har-
bor, and therefore he was to leave her in the road, and to leave the care of the 
rest to myself, and advised me to consider with my company of our case, and 
to deliver presently to him in writing, what I would require him to do for us: 
which being within his power, he did assure me as well for his captains, as for 
himself should be most willingly performed. 

 Hereupon calling such captains and gentlemen of my company as then were 
at hand, who were all as privy to the general’s offer, their whole request was to 
me, that considering the case that we stood in, the weakness of our company, 
the small number of the same, the carrying away of our first appointed barke, 
with those two special masters, with our principal provisions in the same, by 
the very hand of God as it seemed, stretched out to take us from there: consid-
ering also, that his second offer, though most honorable of his part, yet of ours 
not to be taken, insomuch as there was no possibility for her with any safety 
to be brought into the harbor: Seeing furthermore, our hope for supply with 
sir Richard Genville, so undoubtedly promised vs before Easter, not yet come, 
neither then likely to come this year considering the doings in England for 
Flanders, and also for America, that therefore I would resolve myself, with my 
company to go into England in that f leet, and accordingly to make request to 
the general in all our names, that he would be pleased to give us present passage 
with him. Which request of ours by myself delivered to him, he most readily 
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assented to, and so he sending immediately his pinnaces to our island for the 
fetching away of few that there were left with our baggage, the weather was so 
boisterous, and the pinnaces so often on ground, that the most of all we had, 
with all our cards, books and writings, were by the sailor cast overboard, the 
greater number of the f leet being much aggrieved with their long and danger-
ous abode in that miserable road. 

 From where the general in the name of the Almighty, waying his anchors 
(having bestowed us among his f leet) for the relief of whom he had in that 
storm sustained more peril of wreck then in all his former most honorable 
actions against the Spaniards, with praises to God for all, set sail the 19 of June, 
1586. and arrived in Portsmouth, the 27 of July the same year. 
 


