Grammar of the Shot, 5th Edition - Chapter One – Exercises
[bookmark: ID377]There is an Exercises section like this at the end of each chapter in this book. These exercises may be simple or more involved, multi-part experiences. They are presented to underscore some of the main principles and practices covered in the chapter just completed. Feel free to build on these steps, modify them, or create your own. The key point is that you’ll be reinforcing your understanding of the material – learning by doing. Application and experience are the best ways to engrain good behaviours.

[bookmark: ID378]1	Using your smartphone, tablet, or video or stills digital camera, practice capturing images of a standing person in all nine basic shot types. You may end up using these images or video clips in Exercise 3 below (refer to Figure 1.7). [For an extra challenge, record an additional series of all basic shot types using a subject who is seated.]

[bookmark: ID379]2	In a similar fashion, practice location/object photography without any human subjects. Choose your own objects and your own locations, but shoot a still photo and a video clip example of each shot type – from XLS to XCU.

[bookmark: ID380][bookmark: ID383]3	Create a shot list, storyboard, and an overhead schematic for the “contentless scene” script found in Appendix B of this text. [For an extra challenge, generate these preproduction assets for several, differently interpreted scenarios of this simple script.]

[bookmark: ID384]4	Record the shots for the “Hey. Hey.” script based on your pre-production work from Exercise 3 above. This may require one or two classmates, family members, or friends to play the characters A and B, or to possibly operate camera if you are going to perform.

5	Shoot and edit a shot type “training” video. Pretend you’ve been hired to teach people who know nothing about the nine basic shot types: what they are called, what they look like, and how they may be used in a short fictional narrative story. You may find it easiest to first plan out a one-to-two-minute (edited) short film or scene that will contain all nine shot types. Then plan the script and presentation style for the larger, educational video you are producing. You should include illustrative video examples of the shot types (refer to Figures 1.8–1.16 for what to shoot, or use the images/video you shot for Exercises 1 and 2 above). Titles, keyed graphics and voice-over may help to clarify the educational points that you need to make. Appropriate music can help move the video along, too. This is a complex two-in-one production, but by the end you will have a very solid understanding of planning, recording, editing, and explaining the basic shot types.

