CHAPTER 6: VICTIM RIGHTS

1. Explain the proposed new amendment to the federal Constitution and how it was designed to sidestep earlier criticisms.

2. What is a “writ of mandamus”?

3. What kinds of information are typically included on a VIS?

4. What was the issue in South Carolina v. Gathers (1989)?

5. Victim rights reform has taken four different legislative routes in this country. Which of the following is NOT one of them?
a.	federal constitutional reform
b.	state constitutional reform
c.	federal legislation
d.	state legislation
e. 	United Nations declarations

6. What has been the effect of victim impact statements?
a. There has been a stunning lack of victim participation.
b. Judges have issued harsher sentences.
c. Parole boards have rejected a greater number of inmate applications for early release.
d. Conviction rates have increased.
e. Offender recidivism has decreased.

7. Which of the following U.S. Supreme Court cases does NOT belong on this list?
a. Booth v. Maryland
b. In re Winston
c. Kelly v. California
d. South Carolina v. Gathers
e. Payne v. Tennessee

8. Amending the Constitution requires a two-thirds vote in Congress and three-fourths of states to ratify.
a. True
b. False

9. Allocution is an orally delivered victim impact statement.
a. True
b. False

10. Aggravating circumstances, like mental illness, are factors that make a crime somewhat more understandable.
a. True
b. False
DEFINE/IDENTIFY THE FOLLOWING:

aggravating circumstances
	allocution
Crime Victims’ Rights Act (CVRA)
Marsy’s Law
	mitigating circumstances
	ombudsman
	victim advocates
	victim impact statement (VIS)
	Victim Rights Amendment (VRA)
writ of mandamus
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