1
00:00:08,000 --> 00:00:16,640
Hi, I'm Dan Cervone at the University of Illinois in Chicago, and I'm here to talk about Rich Lerner's concepts and theories of human development.

2
00:00:17,280 --> 00:00:22,320
In doing so, at this particular time, because it's the book's 50th anniversary.

3
00:00:23,120 --> 00:00:26,720
Yet, that phrase does not seem exactly right to me.

4
00:00:27,280 --> 00:00:29,760
I think of it more as the book's 50th birthday.

5
00:00:31,440 --> 00:00:35,760
Anniversaries celebrate longevity and remembrance.

6
00:00:36,720 --> 00:00:44,720
We might, for example, celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Yankees winning a World Series late in the 1970s.

7
00:00:46,160 --> 00:00:49,120
But birthdays celebrate something a little different.

8
00:00:49,440 --> 00:00:59,520
They celebrate a start and then growth, development from firstborn infancy into a kind of mature adulthood.

9
00:00:59,520 --> 00:01:02,640
And that's the thing that I think fits here.

10
00:01:03,520 --> 00:01:12,240
I've got the infant learner behind me, the 1976 first edition of Concepts and Theories of Human Development.

11
00:01:13,280 --> 00:01:19,600
It's been around in one office or another of mine for quite a while, probably since I was in graduate school.

12
00:01:20,880 --> 00:01:28,400
And I somehow actually have some dim memory of first reading it and of my experience on first reading it.

13
00:01:28,760 --> 00:01:36,240
And that experience was the sort of thing that in the humanities is characterized by the term shock of recognition.

14
00:01:36,960 --> 00:01:57,759
So the shock of recognition is that when you, the reader, see that some writer has articulated sharply and clearly something that you knew, but you only sort of knew, you knew it in only a vague way, and somehow that other writer gave it more thought,

15
00:01:58,320 --> 00:02:05,280
was wiser than you and could show it to you, could spell it out, and you realize, hey, that's it.

16
00:02:06,480 --> 00:02:10,479
Why this is relevant if you're starting out in psychology is for the following reason.

17
00:02:11,160 --> 00:02:22,960
When you enter psychology, you are exposed to a lot of facts, and you can't necessarily believe all of them, even if you can remember them and write them down on an exam.

18
00:02:23,600 --> 00:02:25,840
They just don't seem like facts.

19
00:02:26,240 --> 00:02:42,560
So you learn things like some psychological qualities are inherited, or there are five universal personality traits, or at some point they tell you maybe the shared environment is irrelevant to individual development.

20
00:02:43,360 --> 00:03:09,200
or a big one, you learn the fact that complex social behavior and even personhood can be reduced down to a simple level of stimuli and responses and maybe even bits of brain and them's the facts and you learn those facts and then you think there's something wrong with those facts but you don't know exactly what it is, do you?

21
00:03:10,560 --> 00:03:12,240
Until you open Rich Lerner's book.

22
00:03:12,960 --> 00:03:20,720
and you see right on the opening page that Rich Lerner has put the word facts in quotes.

23
00:03:21,920 --> 00:03:27,040
He doesn't believe it either, at least not across the board and not without thinking it through.

24
00:03:27,760 --> 00:03:35,040
He doesn't believe it either, but unlike you, he can tell you why you shouldn't really believe it.

25
00:03:36,079 --> 00:03:42,320
Things aren't just inherited, he explains, because people are organisms who, in their development,

26
00:03:42,880 --> 00:03:47,600
intentionally sometimes shape their environment that in turn affects them.

27
00:03:49,360 --> 00:03:58,000
Things can't be reduced, personhood down to some simple mechanics of stimuli, because of some general principle of the sciences.

28
00:03:58,240 --> 00:04:07,200
At different levels of analysis, phenomena have their own emergent properties, and those emergent properties, like a person, cannot

29
00:04:07,760 --> 00:04:21,200
in general, in psychology or the other sciences, be simply reduced down to the simple elements and mechanics of the lower levels because there are emergent properties at the higher levels that don't exist down at the lower level.

30
00:04:22,000 --> 00:04:36,000
And then immediately, you kind of realize you were right, but the only reason you know you were right and have some intellectual tools for working it through are because rich learner, even in infant form, spelled them out for you.

31
00:04:36,720 --> 00:04:38,880
way back in 1976.

32
00:04:39,360 --> 00:04:40,640
Oh, I know these things now.

33
00:04:40,640 --> 00:04:43,520
I'm sure a lot of people know these things now.

34
00:04:44,440 --> 00:04:49,720
Maybe everybody has some sense of the holistic interactionism and emergent properties ideas.

35
00:04:51,120 --> 00:05:00,080
But somehow, the infant '76 first edition Rich Lerner knew that in concepts and theories of human development way back when.

36
00:05:01,040 --> 00:05:15,360
and taught it to us way back when, and continued to teach it and more to us across the editions of the book, which is why we are all very much looking forward to the 50th birthday new edition.

37
00:05:15,640 --> 00:05:16,400
Thank you, Rich.
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