1
00:00:06,720 --> 00:00:07,440
Hi, everybody.

2
00:00:08,400 --> 00:00:13,680
I first encountered Professor Rich Lerner's writings when I was a graduate student at Harvard in the 1980s.

3
00:00:14,240 --> 00:00:23,840
His 1978 article in the journal Human Development, it was called Nature, Nurture, and Dynamic Interactionism, was really eye-opening for me, to say the least.

4
00:00:24,240 --> 00:00:31,840
Once I'd read his take on probabilistic epigenesis, my thinking about the cause of development was permanently altered and in all the best ways.

5
00:00:32,479 --> 00:00:37,280
Here was a truly thoughtful, exciting writer, one I knew I would follow into the future.

6
00:00:38,000 --> 00:00:52,800
Some years later, Professor Lerner's book, Developmental Systems Theory, which he co-authored with Donald Ford in 1992, heralded the rise of a developmental science that was still in its infancy at the time, but that would go on to shape the ideas of everyone in our field.

7
00:00:53,600 --> 00:01:01,760
By the time I was a young assistant professor, it was already clear to me that Professor Lerner was in the vanguard of those thinking scientifically about human development.

8
00:01:02,880 --> 00:01:10,160
But it was his book, Concepts and Theories of Human Development, first published in 1976, that I returned to again and again.

9
00:01:10,160 --> 00:01:12,880
So central was it to my understanding of our discipline.

10
00:01:13,760 --> 00:01:19,520
I began assigning excerpts from that text in my advanced undergraduate seminar on infancy in the 1990s.

11
00:01:20,039 --> 00:01:24,560
And once I saw how profoundly it was influencing my students' views, I never stopped.

12
00:01:24,960 --> 00:01:28,960
I assigned those same readings in that course until I retired in the mid-2020s.

13
00:01:30,000 --> 00:01:46,479
Across those decades, I saw over and over again how Professor Lerner's clear, comprehensive writing about the state of our art fostered deep thinking and genuine insights in my students, stimulating a more nuanced understanding of the human condition than virtually any of the other readings I occasionally tried assigning.

14
00:01:47,759 --> 00:01:58,160
My repeated use of Concepts and Theories of Human Development in my courses left me feeling confident that my students were graduating with a solid grasp of the fundamental truths that were being

15
00:01:58,640 --> 00:02:02,840
and they continue to be revealed by scholars focused on the process of development.

16
00:02:03,680 --> 00:02:09,759
I've personally had the opportunity to see how worthwhile and important this book has been for generations of students.

17
00:02:10,479 --> 00:02:23,360
Given the ever-growing quantity of learning materials that are available to use in 21st century classrooms, the recognition of this book's singular value is a significant achievement, one that certainly should be acknowledged and celebrated.

18
00:02:23,680 --> 00:02:26,640
So my congratulations to both Rich Lerner and Routledge

19
00:02:26,960 --> 00:02:34,240
on the publication of the 5th edition of this seminal book, as relevant today as it was 50 years ago when it first burst on the scene.
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