1
00:00:08,480 --> 00:00:09,760
I'm Elizabeth Dowling.

2
00:00:09,760 --> 00:00:14,320
I am the Deputy Director of the Institute of Applied Research and Youth Development at Tufts University.

3
00:00:14,720 --> 00:00:16,880
I'm also a research professor at Tufts.

4
00:00:17,440 --> 00:00:21,760
I got my doctorate under Rich Lerner about 20 years ago.

5
00:00:21,760 --> 00:00:25,680
I was the first doctoral student of his to graduate from Tufts.

6
00:00:26,400 --> 00:00:34,960
And I am now back working in the lab as Deputy Director, and I've been back for about 11 years, helping to manage all of our research practice partnerships.

7
00:00:35,800 --> 00:01:03,040
When I think about impact of concepts and theories on my own education and work, it is hard for me to disentangle concepts and theories from Rich himself because I've worked so closely with him for so many years and has certainly been trained as a scientist in the way he thinks, relational developmental systems theory and the PYD approach being the two strongest.

8
00:01:03,360 --> 00:01:05,360
impacts on who I am as a scholar.

9
00:01:06,200 --> 00:01:10,960
And there are many, many, many things I could say about both concepts and theories and Rich Lerner

10
00:01:11,760 --> 00:01:13,760
And I know a lot of people are being asked to speak.

11
00:01:13,760 --> 00:01:30,960
So I think the one biggest lesson that I would add to that, and that has probably most deeply influenced me, and that is coming from both concepts and theories, which really is the most comprehensive book about human development that I have ever

12
00:01:32,400 --> 00:01:58,640
been made aware of or read, but also Rich Lerner himself as a mentor and a scholar, would be the impact he and RDS and PYD have had on the field of developmental science in terms of understanding that diversity and equity matter.

13
00:01:59,039 --> 00:02:17,200
And that to truly understand how we can support the flourishing and positive development of young people or humans around the globe, we really need to understand, deeply understand context through the lens of the people themselves and not through a scientific lens.

14
00:02:18,120 --> 00:02:28,480
And this is most particularly true when we are doing work in the majority world, where for many scientists that context is very different from the one there.

15
00:02:29,520 --> 00:02:31,600
they've grown up in and know.

16
00:02:32,079 --> 00:02:37,360
So that would be, I think, the biggest impact this concepts and theories and which has had on me.

17
00:02:37,680 --> 00:02:51,160
As a scientist, really as a human being, is the need to truly invest the time to understand the context and the role of context on human development.

18
00:02:52,240 --> 00:02:56,240
If we don't go about investing that time and understanding,

19
00:02:56,800 --> 00:03:16,000
in understanding context, then not only do we miss truly understanding the lives of kids, but we are going to be ineffective in figuring out how to elevate the assets within a context that can help promote positive and healthy development.

20
00:03:16,320 --> 00:03:24,320
So I applaud Rich and Concepts and Theories for continuing to be committed to equity-based science.

21
00:03:24,800 --> 00:03:32,640
to decolonizing developmental science, to expanding what we know and need to learn and invest in.

22
00:03:32,880 --> 00:03:42,960
This is funders, scientists themselves, program practitioners, is understanding that the role of contacts and that dynamic relation for human development.

23
00:03:44,680 --> 00:03:51,200
and that human beings live in systems and are based in histories and contexts that are complex and diverse.

24
00:03:51,200 --> 00:03:55,600
And part of our role is to understand that diversity as best we can.

25
00:03:56,960 --> 00:04:01,600
So congratulations to another brilliant edition of concepts and theories.

26
00:04:01,840 --> 00:04:11,600
May it continue to grow and prosper and to influence the minds and the passions and interests, not only of scholars around the world, but of

27
00:04:13,120 --> 00:04:18,320
those who are engaged in research practice partnerships in the lives of human beings themselves.

28
00:04:19,279 --> 00:04:20,160
Well done, Rich.
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