1
00:00:05,520 --> 00:00:12,400
I'm deeply honored to offer reflections on the scholarly contributions of psychologist, Dr.

2
00:00:12,400 --> 00:00:13,120
Richard Lerner.

3
00:00:13,680 --> 00:00:26,240
His work has shaped not only my own thinking and that of my students, but also the intellectual and ethical contours of the field of human development more broadly.

4
00:00:27,040 --> 00:00:28,720
Over the years, Dr.

5
00:00:28,720 --> 00:00:33,440
Lerner has modeled what it means to be both a rigorous scholar,

6
00:00:34,800 --> 00:00:49,680
and also a principled human being, one whose theoretical commitments have always been inseparable from a deep respect for the dignity, complexity, and potential of all people.

7
00:00:50,400 --> 00:00:57,600
Now, nowhere is this more evident than in his edited volumes, Concepts and Theories of Human Development.

8
00:00:58,320 --> 00:01:01,760
Across five volumes in more than 50 years,

9
00:01:02,080 --> 00:01:18,560
These volumes have educated generations of students and scholars while providing a coherent, dynamic, and integrative framework for thinking about development as a relational and historically situated process.

10
00:01:19,280 --> 00:01:25,920
For many professionals and students alike, these texts were not simply introductions to theory.

11
00:01:26,560 --> 00:01:38,560
They were invitations to think critically about what assumptions we carry into our scholarship about human worth, capacity, dependency, and change.

12
00:01:39,320 --> 00:01:52,160
What distinguishes concepts and theories of human development is not merely its comprehensive treatment of major theoretical traditions, but the clarity of purpose

13
00:01:52,560 --> 00:01:57,520
with which these traditions are curated and placed in dialogue.

14
00:01:58,920 --> 00:01:59,240
Dr.

15
00:01:59,240 --> 00:02:19,640
Lerner's editorial leadership and consistently resisted reductionists and decontextualized accounts of human development, instead foregrounding models that recognize individuals as active participants in complex, mutually influential systems.

16
00:02:20,640 --> 00:02:40,400
Now, the volumes affirm that development unfolds through relations among persons, families, communities, cultures, institutions, and historical moments, an insight that has become, in fact, foundational to contemporary developmental science.

17
00:02:41,280 --> 00:02:44,840
Especially significant has been Dr.

18
00:02:44,840 --> 00:02:47,200
Lerner's sustained attention

19
00:02:47,520 --> 00:03:10,960
to individuals he has described as categorized people, that is, those whose lives are overly simplified, misunderstood, or rendered invisible through broad generalizations tied to race, ethnicity, class, gender, faith, disability, or other socially constructed categories.

20
00:03:11,880 --> 00:03:38,440
And long before such concerns became more widely articulated in the field, his work challenged deficit-oriented narratives that often positioned minoritized individuals and communities as well as problems to be explained rather than as persons or groups to be understood within their full developmental context.

21
00:03:39,440 --> 00:04:02,160
By emphasizing plasticity, possibility, and in-person context relations, context in theories of human development has provided an intellectual foundation for scholarship attentive to diversity without essentialism and difference with that hierarchy.

22
00:04:03,200 --> 00:04:05,200
Now, equally important is how Dr.

23
00:04:05,200 --> 00:04:06,800
Lerner has insisted

24
00:04:07,200 --> 00:04:10,400
that developmental theory is never neutral.

25
00:04:10,960 --> 00:04:35,120
Theories shape what societies see, value, and choose to ignore, particularly when it comes to children, youth, and populations whose needs and dependencies are too often minimized or politicized, and as well, their sources of resiliency and strengths too frequently made invisible.

26
00:04:36,280 --> 00:04:36,600
Dr.

27
00:04:36,600 --> 00:04:57,760
Lerner's work has persistently asked the field to grapple with its ethical responsibilities, reminding us that how we theorize development carries implications for policy, for practice, and the everyday lives of people, especially those living at the margins.

28
00:04:58,320 --> 00:05:01,040
As a scholar who entered the field

29
00:05:01,360 --> 00:05:17,840
from a different discipline altogether and lives and has lived at the margins, I can also state that in addition to being a valued colleague, Richard Lerner has been a highly appreciated friend and advocate.

30
00:05:18,480 --> 00:05:27,840
He has lived the values noted, shown incredible courage in representing truth that, in fact, the volumes represent.

31
00:05:28,560 --> 00:05:46,800
The texts have supported scholars whose voices were slow to be embraced by a field long-term that made invisible and absent categorized individuals as well as their insights sort of invisible.

32
00:05:47,280 --> 00:05:52,159
For that, for the latter in particular, I will always be appreciative.

33
00:05:53,280 --> 00:05:56,560
To some, 50 years after its first

34
00:05:57,040 --> 00:06:12,320
edition, Concepts and Theories of Human Development remains indispensable precisely because it evolves with the field while holding fast to core humanistic commitments.

35
00:06:13,040 --> 00:06:24,960
It models a developmental science that is integrated rather than fragmented, relational rather than mechanistic, and hopeful rather than deterministic.

36
00:06:25,920 --> 00:06:46,000
Now, in celebrating this fifth edition and anniversary volume, it's critical that we honor Richard not only for his intellectual leadership but for his enduring reminder that understanding human development is ultimately an affirmation of our shared humanity.

37
00:06:46,640 --> 00:07:04,080
Once more, I have incredible appreciation in having been afforded this opportunity to share very deep respect for the 50 plus years of intellectual leadership represented by Rich Lerner's concepts and theories of human development.

38
00:07:04,640 --> 00:07:12,800
As well, I absolutely congratulate Routledge on its wisdom for making it possible.

39
00:07:13,360 --> 00:07:14,320
Thank you very much.
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