1
00:00:06,320 --> 00:00:06,640
Hi.

2
00:00:08,000 --> 00:00:13,200
My name is Marvin Berkowitz, and I'm a developmental psychologist, actually a lifespan developmental psychologist.

3
00:00:14,280 --> 00:00:22,960
I'm thrilled to be asked to say something about the newest, the fifth, the newest edition of Concepts and Theories in Human Development by Richard Lerner.

4
00:00:23,840 --> 00:00:29,840
This book, in many ways, parallels my field and the field of developmental science.

5
00:00:30,920 --> 00:00:33,120
When the book came out in its first edition,

6
00:00:33,520 --> 00:00:41,200
in 1976, I was still finishing my doctorate in developmental psychology, actually in lifespan developmental psychology.

7
00:00:42,080 --> 00:00:44,240
And I immediately bought the book.

8
00:00:44,480 --> 00:00:52,600
I really found it so helpful in framing in that first one, major theories, major issues in human development.

9
00:00:53,360 --> 00:00:57,920
It certainly helped my teaching immensely, but it also helped my scholarship.

10
00:00:59,520 --> 00:00:59,680
Now,

11
00:01:00,440 --> 00:01:16,160
When Rich wrote this book originally, I don't know if he expected it to have even a second edition or to change, but after 10 years, he realized the field was moving on and he decided there could be another issue.

12
00:01:17,480 --> 00:01:18,240
And he did that.

13
00:01:18,960 --> 00:01:21,520
And then 16 years later, he did another one.

14
00:01:22,240 --> 00:01:24,480
And 16 years later, he did another one.

15
00:01:25,200 --> 00:01:29,840
And now 18 years later, he, sorry, eight years later, he's doing yet a fifth one.

16
00:01:31,680 --> 00:01:32,160
Why?

17
00:01:32,400 --> 00:01:46,800
Because Rich is one of the leading figures in developmental science, who has this amazing perspective on the field at large, on theory, methodology, innovations, changes in the scope of the field.

18
00:01:49,120 --> 00:01:56,479
As a leading expert, and one who does the work and is contributing to the work, he has this unique perspective

19
00:01:56,960 --> 00:01:58,000
to share with others.

20
00:01:58,400 --> 00:02:02,960
So as he saw the field evolving, he brought out a new edition.

21
00:02:03,440 --> 00:02:05,760
He didn't just warm over the old editions.

22
00:02:06,760 --> 00:02:07,760
He added to them.

23
00:02:07,920 --> 00:02:08,919
He changed them.

24
00:02:10,400 --> 00:02:16,320
So when he did his first revision, he had a developmental contextualism in lifespan.

25
00:02:16,720 --> 00:02:21,480
because these have become central tenets in the field of developmental psychology.

26
00:02:21,840 --> 00:02:30,000
And then 16 years later, he realized that developmental systems was starting to really take hold in the field.

27
00:02:31,240 --> 00:02:37,920
And then again, later on, relational developmental systems became a central piece of this.

28
00:02:38,480 --> 00:02:41,560
And he started adding applied developmental psychology.

29
00:02:41,560 --> 00:02:45,760
And then this newest issue he is putting in

30
00:02:46,320 --> 00:03:04,800
methodology because he is one of the leading guides and experts in developmental methodology and has started to share what's become a content focus of his over quite some time, which is positive human development and the role that plays in developmental theory.

31
00:03:06,000 --> 00:03:11,360
So he's been our guide and our mirror for all these years in these books.

32
00:03:12,400 --> 00:03:14,400
They've served the field for half a century.

33
00:03:14,640 --> 00:03:16,320
How many people can claim that?

34
00:03:16,760 --> 00:03:22,560
And who better to have done this than Rich Lerner, who's a guiding light in the field?

35
00:03:24,560 --> 00:03:33,280
And if you don't believe me, read his CV, but make sure you have a strong ego when you read it, because it's daunting.

36
00:03:34,480 --> 00:03:36,000
And if you don't believe us,

37
00:03:36,640 --> 00:03:46,160
Ask the Pope, because the Pope will tell you that he selected Rich to serve on a papal commission because he's one of the world's leading experts.

38
00:03:48,200 --> 00:03:53,440
And with all that, you might think, okay, here's some arrogant guy who thinks he knows everything.

39
00:03:54,880 --> 00:04:05,600
Far from it, because at top of everything else, this expert who's guiding us through the field is also a true mensch.
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