1
00:00:05,880 --> 00:00:09,600
Concepts and Theories of Human Development by Richard Lerner.

2
00:00:10,560 --> 00:00:12,881
The next edition will be even prettier, I'm sure.

3
00:00:14,041 --> 00:00:18,081
So I read this first in graduate school many, many, many years ago.

4
00:00:18,481 --> 00:00:24,241
And at the same time that I read Stephen Pepper's World Hypotheses, and that book was a game changer.

5
00:00:24,961 --> 00:00:31,201
As you know, world hypotheses, you've got formism, mechanism, contextualism, and organicism.

6
00:00:31,681 --> 00:00:43,682
If you know these world hypotheses, you can know what someone is thinking when they're writing in the first few paragraphs of what they write, because they use the root metaphors of their thinking right there.

7
00:00:44,322 --> 00:00:46,802
Well, Lerner's book did what?

8
00:00:46,882 --> 00:00:51,842
He took world hypotheses and even improved upon it.

9
00:00:52,322 --> 00:00:55,283
So in developmental psychology, what do we have?

10
00:00:55,283 --> 00:00:59,283
We have formism, we have mechanism, we have contextualism, and we have organicism.

11
00:00:59,843 --> 00:01:05,283
And developmental contextualism is the melding of contextualism and organicism.

12
00:01:06,043 --> 00:01:11,283
A relational developmental approach is the melding of contextualism and organicism.

13
00:01:11,283 --> 00:01:17,364
So we have a new synthetic, if you will, worldview, more powerful than previous ones.

14
00:01:17,364 --> 00:01:18,644
And he's written about it here.

15
00:01:19,283 --> 00:01:21,124
Now, it's a good book.

16
00:01:21,124 --> 00:01:21,684
Why?

17
00:01:21,684 --> 00:01:22,404
Because

18
00:01:23,764 --> 00:01:36,884
developmental psychological science, and many developmentalists at the same time tend to think of what we're doing in our psychological sciences as a kind of an empirical, empirical, empirically foundational.

19
00:01:37,405 --> 00:01:45,045
What you've got is we do our studies and somehow the results of the studies are going to add up to some theory of human development or the like.

20
00:01:45,365 --> 00:01:56,645
And what we often don't appreciate is the absolutely essential role of theory and philosophical framework in determining and structuring what we do.

21
00:01:57,645 --> 00:01:58,526
It's not optional.

22
00:01:58,726 --> 00:02:00,086
It is obligatory.

23
00:02:00,326 --> 00:02:07,526
I suggest that we understand the philosophical assumptions that that that determine how we go about doing what we do.

24
00:02:08,166 --> 00:02:08,806
empirically.

25
00:02:09,765 --> 00:02:16,646
Wittgenstein talked about philosophy as the function of philosophy is for conceptual clarification.

26
00:02:16,966 --> 00:02:18,966
Lerner has done that for us.

27
00:02:19,286 --> 00:02:31,927
Lerner has created this book, which helps to clarify our philosophical assumptions, show how those philosophical assumptions influence and determine and structure what we take to be theory.

28
00:02:32,327 --> 00:02:37,807
And then that theory, how is it that we take that theory, put it into a methodology that is philosophical.

29
00:02:38,647 --> 00:02:44,648
and paradigmatically sophisticated and reflective and do our work with that.

30
00:02:44,728 --> 00:02:47,048
Without that, we don't have much.

31
00:02:47,448 --> 00:02:55,048
And so I take this book as to be a foundational book that I am grateful to being able to look at for the last, I won't tell you how many years.

32
00:02:56,008 --> 00:02:57,368
So that's the book.

33
00:02:58,448 --> 00:03:00,888
What about the person, Richard Lerner?

34
00:03:01,368 --> 00:03:03,929
You know, he's someone who walks the talk.

35
00:03:04,569 --> 00:03:14,009
He has his own theories are informed deeply by a clear and understanding of philosophical and paradigmatic assumptions.

36
00:03:15,289 --> 00:03:19,929
And his work is empirical work that matters.

37
00:03:20,249 --> 00:03:25,290
It brings together practicality, theoretical rigor and philosophical sophistication.

38
00:03:25,370 --> 00:03:27,770
And it's a model, in my opinion, for all of us.

39
00:03:28,170 --> 00:03:33,290
And I'm very grateful to have been the to be able to have been influenced by it.

40
00:03:34,410 --> 00:03:35,130
That's the book.

41
00:03:35,130 --> 00:03:40,730
The man himself, Lerner, is a sophisticated thinker.

42
00:03:41,850 --> 00:03:47,691
He is generous, kind, integrative, supportive.

43
00:03:48,891 --> 00:03:59,131
And I think that there are many, many people who have felt the influence and support that he has he has he has offered and they are better for it.

44
00:03:59,771 --> 00:04:03,211
Read this book and appreciate the person.
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