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For theoretical reflections on the challenges of a conceptualization of Europe, its identities 
and its ways of life in which Muslims are a part of the culturally diverse society see 

Talal Asad, “Muslims and European Identity: Can Europe Represent Islam?” in 
Elizabeth Hallam and Brian V. Street, Cultural Encounters: Representing ‘Otherness’, London, 
Routledge, 2000, pp. 11–27. John E. Richardson, (Mis)representing Islam: The Racism and 
Rhetoric of British Broadsheet Newspapers, Amsterdam and Philadelphia, John Benjamins 
Publishing, 2004, provides a useful discussion of the discourse of racism as it applies to 
Muslims in the British context. 

Asma Afsaruddin, Contemporary Issues in Islam, Edinburg, Edinburgh University Press, 
2015, discusses some current ‘hot topics’ of Muslims in contemporary Western societies, 
such the shari‘a, women’s status, or interfaith relations, and gives good suggestions for fur-
ther readings. 

Islamophobia

For the Runnymede report see http://www.runnymedetrust.org/. A summary of the report 
is available at http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/islamophobia.
pdf.

Several websites are dedicated to tracing Islamophobia in the media; http://www.islam-
ophobia-watch.com/ describes itself as follows:

Islamophobia Watch was initiated in January 2005 as a non-profitmaking project 
to document material in the public domain which advocates a fear and hatred of the 
Muslim peoples of the world and Islam as a religion.

Islamophobia Watch has been founded with a determination not to allow the racist ide-
ology of Western Imperialism to gain common currency in its demonisation of Islam.

Islamophobia, as a racist tool of Western Imperialism, is strongly advocated by the 
political right but has also found an echo in the left, particularly sections of the left in 
France and the countries that make up the United Kingdom.
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Islamophobia Watch will regularly report opinion columns and news items which match 
the editorial brief of the website, both articles that we believe advocate Islamophobia 
and those writers and organisations taking a stand against Islamophobia.

Another site, www.loonwatch.com/, describes itself this way:

Loonwatch.com is a blogzine run by a motley group of hate-allergic bloggers to monitor 
and expose the web’s plethora of anti-Muslim loons, wackos, and conspiracy theorists.

While we find the sheer stupidity and outrageousness of the loons to be a source of 
invaluable comedy, we also recognize the seriousness of the danger they represent as 
dedicated hatemongers. And so, while our style reflects our bemusement, our content is 
fact checked and our sources well vetted making sure loonwatch.com is a reliable educa-
tional—if entertaining—resource on the rambunctious underworld of Muslim-bashing.

On the notion of “Eurabia” see the review of a series of books on the topic, Justin Vaïsse, 
“Eurabian Follies: The Shoddy and Just Plain Wrong Genre that Refuses to Die,” Foreign 
Policy, 177 (January/February 2010), pp. 86–8.

For an excellent analysis of the Danish controversy see Navid Kermani, “Rousing the 
Lethargic Bull: Islamic Culture has Continually Transgressed its own Taboos. But Sustained 
Provocation Will Put Off Even the Best of Wills”, http://www.signandsight.com/fea-
tures/612.html, Ian Pepper (trans.), February 15, 2006, originally published in Süddeutsche 
Zeitung, February 8, 2006). Also see Malise Ruthven, “Why Are the Muhammad Cartoons 
Still Inciting Violence?” New York Review of Books Blog, February 9, 2011, http://www.
nybooks.com/blogs/nyrblog/2011/feb/09/why-are-muhammad-cartoons-still-inciting-
violence/. Also see Jytte Klausen, “The Danish Cartoons and Modern Iconoclasm in the 
Cosmopolitan Muslim Diaspora,” Harvard Middle Eastern and Islamic Review, 8 (2009), 
86–118, and her The Cartoons That Shook the World, New Haven, Yale University Press, 
2009, provides a full analysis. 

Thomas S. Kidd, American Christians and Islam: Evangelical Culture and Muslims from 
the Colonial Period to the Age of Terrorism, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2009, sug-
gests that the roots of anti-Muslim sentiment go back to the earliest days of America and 
argues that to emphasize the pivot point of September 11, 2001, would be to miss the depth 
of the phenomenon. 

Islamophobia as “hate speech”

The article that led to the Human Rights Tribunal hearing was Mark Steyn, “The future 
belongs to Islam,” Maclean’s, October 23, 2006. For an excellent critique of Steyn’s work see 
Johann Hari, “Apocalypse Now: American Alone: The End of the Word as We Know It?” New 
Statesman, 136 (March 12, 2007), pp. 56–7. The text of the decision at the BC Human Rights 
tribunal is found at: http://www.bchrt.bc.ca/decisions/2008/pdf/oct/378_Elmasry_and_
Habib_v_Rogers_Publishing_and_MacQueen_%28No_4%29_2008_BCHRT_378.pdf. 
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The case had previously been considered at the Ontario Human Rights Commission and 
also dismissed; see http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/resources/news/macleans. The Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal ruled against hearing the case at all although they certainly had 
strong words about Steyn and Maclean’s: http://www.chrc-ccdp.ca/media_room/letter_
editor_lettre/maclean-eng.aspx

On the case itself see the reference in http://www.chrc-ccdp.ca/publications/srp_2009_
rsp/page5-eng.aspx, “Hate on the Internet”:

The inclusion of the Internet under section 13 has resulted in a recent case relating to 
mainstream media Canadian Islamic Congress (CIC) v. Rogers Communications. The CIC 
filed a complaint alleging that an article written by Mark Steyn, and which appeared in 
the online edition of Maclean’s magazine, exposed members of the Muslim community 
to hatred and contempt pursuant to section 13. The Commission dealt with the case as 
required by law and determined that, although some aspects of the article in question 
were strongly worded, polemical, colourful and calculated to excite discussion, they did 
not meet the threshold of hate and contempt as determined by the Supreme Court in 
Taylor. The Commission dismissed the complaint and concluded that a hearing by the 
Tribunal was not warranted.

The 2008 reprint edition of Steyn’s book provides an expansion of the original Preface with 
a “prologue” entitled “Soon to be banned in Canada” which contains his reflections on the 
Human Rights hearings. 

The fear of sharīʿa

On the Ontario sharīʿa debate see Jytte Klausen, The Islamic Challenge: Politics and Religion 
in Western Europe, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2005, pp. 193–7, and Anna C. 
Korteweg, “ The Sharia Debate in Ontario,” International Institute for the Study of Islam in 
the Modern World (ISIM) Review, 18, Autumn 2006, pp. 50–1. Also see Anna C. Korteweg, 
"The Sharia Debate in Ontario: Gender, Islam, and Representations of Muslim Women's 
Agency," Gender and Society, 22 (2008), 434–54. 

Rex Ahdar, Nicholas Aroney (eds), Shari’a in the West, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 2010, picks up on the debates that followed the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 2008 
stated opinion that certain aspects of sharīʿa would become a part of British law. 

Fear and suspicion

For survey results on American attitudes to Muslims see http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1701/
poll-obama-muslim-christian-church-out-of-politics-political-leaders-religious.

For how anti-Muslim sentiment plays out in American politics see Jen Quraishi, 
“Muslimophobia: Election Roundup,” Mother Jones, November 3, 2010, http://mother-
jones.com/mojo/2010/11/anti-muslim-candidates-and-measures-summary.
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On the classical doctrine of taqiyya see L. Clarke, “The Rise and Decline of Taqiyya in 
Twelver Shiʿism,” in Todd Lawson (ed.), Reason and Inspiration in Islam: Theology, Philosophy 
and Mysticism in Muslim Thought: Essays in Honour of Hermann Landolt, London, I. B. 
Tauris in association with the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2005, pp. 46–63. For the polemi-
cal use of the concept of taqiyya see http://www.danielpipes.org/comments/137604 (search 
Daniel Pipes taqiyya) and Raymond Ibrahim, “How Taqiyya Alters Islam’s Rules of War: 
Defeating Jihadist Terrorism,” Middle East Quarterly, 17 (Winter 2010), 3–13.

Tariq Ramadan’s Radical Reform: Islamic Ethics and Liberation, Oxford, Oxford 
University Press, 2009, is especially good at pursuing the modern basis of law in light of 
what he conceives of as the fundamental principles of Islam.

The Muslim conception of Islam

Many books are available discussing Islamophobia and the impact of that on Muslims 
and their conception of Islam. Among the best contributions are Andrew Shryock (ed.), 
Islamophobia/Islamophilia: Beyond the Politics of Enemy and Friend, Bloomington, Indiana 
University Press, 2010, especially chapter 3 by Moustafa Bayoumi, “The God that Failed: 
The Neo-Orientalism of Today’s Muslim Commentators”; and Chris Allen, Islamophobia, 
Farnham, Surrey, Ashgate, 2010.
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