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Chapter 3
Physical Attraction
Learning Objectives

In reading Chapter 3, students will

1. Become acquainted with what defines physical attractiveness.
2. Understand the impact of physical attractiveness on dating choices and other social behaviors. 
3. Differentiate between physical attractiveness and the physical attractiveness stereotype.
4. Appreciate the drawbacks and negative consequences of physical attractiveness.

5. Consider the impact of context on physical attraction.

Chapter Outline
A thing of beauty is a joy forever.


—John Keats, “Endymion”

All the carnall beauty of my wife is but skin deep.


—Sir Thomas Overbury, “A Wife”

I. Physical Attractiveness and Dating Choices

II. Standards of Attractiveness:  Bodies and Faces

A. Mirror, Mirror . . .
III. Evolution and Attractiveness

A. The Importance of Averageness and Symmetry

B. Cognitive Mechanisms

IV. The Physical Attractiveness Stereotype:  Beauty Is as Beauty Does

A. The “What Is Beautiful Is Good” Stereotype 

B. Cute Boys and Girls Are Better People, Too

C. Infants Prefer Beautiful Faces

D. Socialization 

E. Is the Attractiveness Stereotype Culturally Universal?

V. “Don’t Hate Me Because I’m Beautiful”: Some Ugly Truths About Attractiveness

VI. Is Beauty Solely in the Eye of the Beholder?

A. Context Influences

B. Dispositional Influences

VII. Attractiveness and Dating:  A Reprise

VIII. Summary
