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Chapter 4
Psychological Attraction
Learning Objectives

In reading Chapter 4, students will

1. Appreciate theories and phenomena that explain psychological attractiveness.

2. Realize the differences between conditioning and arousal explanations for attraction.

3. Understand the predictions made by balance theory for liking and disliking.

4. Consider the limitations of praise and favors as explanations. 
5. Contrast similarity and complementarity as predictors of attraction and relationship satisfaction
Chapter Outline
eHarmony’s Scientifically Proven Compatibility Matching System ®—Exhaustive research with thousands of couples found that there are 29 Key Dimensions of Compatibility necessary for success in a long term relationship. eHarmony is the only relationship site that uses a scientifically proven method to match based on these 29 crucial dimensions.
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I. Theory-Driven Approaches

A. Implicit Egotism

B. Learning Principles

C. Attraction as Misattribution of Arousal

D. Characteristics of Others (Part I): The Gleam of Praise

E. Characteristics of Others (Part II): Agreement Is Everything

F. Similarity: Do Birds of a Feather Flock Together?

G. Complementarity: Do Opposites Attract?

II. Phenomenon-Driven Approaches

A. Proximity: Marrying the Boy or Girl Next Door

B. Playing “Hard to Get”: Do We Love Those We Cannot Have?

C. The Allure of Secret Relationships

III. Summary
