
Document-Based Question: Martin Luther

Using the documents as well as your knowledge of history, analyze the vari-
ous responses to Martin Luther and his teachings in Europe during the six-
teenth century.

Document 1

  Hans Baldung Grien, Portrait of Martin Luther, 1521.

Source: dearreaderblog.com.

Document 2

Our purpose is that such men should rightfully be ranked with Mar-
tin Luther and other accursed heretics and excommunicates, and that 
even as they have ranged themselves with the obstinacy in sinning 
of the said Martin, they shall likewise share his punishments and his 
name, by bearing with them everywhere the title “Lutheran” and the 
punishment it incurs.



Our decrees which follow are passed against Martin and others 
who follow him in the obstinacy of his depraved and damnable pur-
pose … the sentences of excommunication, of anathema, of our per-
petual condemnation and interdict; of privation of dignities, honors, 
and property on them and their descendants, and of declared unfit-
ness for such possessions; of the confiscation of their goods and of the 
crime of treason …

No one whatsoever may infringe this our written decision, decla-
ration, precept, injunction assignation will, decree; or rashly contra-
vene it. Should anyone dare to attempt such a thing, let him know that 
he will incur the wrath of Almighty God and of the blessed apostles 
Peter and Paul. Amen.

Pope Leo X, Decet Romanum, 1521.

Document 3

[Luther is] a leper and a loathsome fellow … a false libeler and calum-
niator … a dog and the son of a bitch, born to snap and bite at the sky 
with his canine mouth … with a brain of brass and a nose of iron.

Sylvester Prierias, Italian Catholic theologian, 
sixteenth century.

Document 4

His sweetness in answering is remarkable, his patience in listening is 
incomparable … his answers, so brief, so wise, and drawn from the 
Holy Scriptures, easily made admirers of everyone who heard him. 
Our best men argued against him as hard as they could. However, 
they were unable to make him budge an inch from his propositions. 
He … is so devoted to the Bible and so suspicious of the antiquated 
theologians of our schools.

Friar Martin Bucer, Protestant reformer in Germany, 
sixteenth century.



Document 5

   Catholic Officials Burning the Books of Martin Luther and Other Protestant Reformers During 
the Sixteenth Century.

Source: www.alamy.com.



Document 6

   Johann Cochleus, Luther: The Seven-Headed Monster of the Apocalypse, 1521. Translated, the 
words above the seven heads reads (left to right): Doctor, Monk, Turk, Preacher, Fanatic, Pope, 
and Barabbas.

  Source: pitts.emory.edu.


