
Document-Based Question: Mr. Smith

Using the following documents as well as your own background knowledge, 
analyze students’ attitudes about Mr. Smith as a high school social studies 
teacher during the period 2003–10 CE.

Document 1

Adam Albright 3

Brian Baker 3

Christina Coker 3

John Doe 2

Elmo Eckerdt 3

Francesca Follows 4

Griswold Great 3

Heathcliff Harper 4

Jackie Juniper 4

Keith Kline 3

Larry Lake 3

Meredith Manners 3

Nadine Naples 3

Orlando Ondish 5

Peter Pestilence 3

Randy Restful 5

Steven Snod 2

Travis Turner 2

*3 or better constitutes a passing score

Percent Passing: 83%

National Passing Rate: 51%

Source: Students’ AP exam scores* in World History. Teacher: K. Smith. School: 
Florence Nightingale High, 2004.



Document 2

5/31/09: “Mr. Smith is by far the best teacher I’ve ever had. He gives a 
LOT of homework and his class is very time-consuming, but you will 
learn a ton.”

2/22/08: “Mr. Smith is probably the coolest teacher at the school. He’s 
brilliant, and he knows just about everything that has ever happened 
in the history of the world. He’s pretty funny too. His stories and his 
jokes go a long way to making the class fun and interesting.”

4/29/07: “Mr. Smith is an exceptional teacher. He’s a great lecturer 
and can answer almost any question you ask him. I would highly rec-
ommend him to anyone!”

5/11/06: “Mr. Smith is a caring guy and a pretty awesome teacher. 
I just wish he gave less homework.”

6/05/04: “Yo, Mr. Smitty! I love you and all your cool stories, but take 
it easy on the homework!”

Comments about Mr. Smith made on 
tellusaboutyourfnhteacher.com, a community website 

where students, parents, and other stakeholders 
can anonymously post their thoughts about 

teachers at Florence Nightingale High.

Document 3

Dear Mr. Smith,

I honestly cannot believe I am still alive after taking your class! 
Your class has been so stressful for me! I can’t tell you how many 
hours I spent reading and outlining my textbook this year. It was 
exhausting! I went through so much notebook paper that I think 
I killed off an entire rainforest. Sometimes, I was so stressed out, 
I just had to cry. I remember forgetting to do my study guide one 
night. When I got to school the next morning and realized that I had 
forgotten it, I started bawling. My friends—the ones that didn’t 



have you for a teacher—thought that I had totally lost it. They said, 
“Don’t sweat it, Megan. What’s the big deal?” I looked at them 
like they were crazy. “Oh, my God!” I told them. “You guys don’t 
understand! Not having this study guide today is like the world 
coming to an end!”…

Excerpt from a letter written by Megan Turner, 
a former tenth grade student, June 2008.

Document 4

I think what I loved most about you was your passion for history, 
and I know that I will never forget you. If you want, you can tell 
your students I said they should do your work and listen because 
it will truly pay off for them. As much as I hated working so hard 
in your class—reading and outlining the textbook, writing essays, 
completing projects, and taking killer tests—I am a much better 
student now because of it. Thanks so much for everything you 
did.

Excerpt from a letter written by Rheanna Jenkins, a former 
tenth grade student, 2008.

Document 5

Mr. Smith,

I just wanted to say thank you for being such a great teacher. The 
stuff I learned in World History my sophomore year and AP Euro-
pean History my senior year has really come in handy now that I’m 
in college. We talked about Locke this semester in philosophy, the 
Belle Epoch in French, and colonization in geography. I never real-
ized how everything we learned ties into everything! I’ll tell you 
what, though. I’m so glad I don’t have to get up at six every morning 



for high school any more. These days I can hardly manage to get out 
of bed at nine!

Hope you can love this year’s students as much as you loved us!

Julia
Email from Julia Manning, a former AP student, 2008.

Document 6

Ugh! I hated Mr. Smith’s class. He was a terrible teacher. All he did was 
talk about his stupid lady friends. I didn’t want to hear about all the ugly 
women he dated! He gave too much work, his jokes were corny, and his 
classroom smelled like a dusty library. And those DBQs he made us do! 
They were awful. I think I failed every one of those stupid things. I can’t 
believe I made a “D” in the class the second semester. I should have got-
ten at least a B! I wouldn’t recommend him to anyone. Not ever!

Conversation between John Doe, a tenth grade student, and 
some of his friends, Spring 2006.

Document 7

You’ve probably heard a lot of rumors about this class: Four hours of 
homework a night, ten essays to write in one weekend, etcetera. How-
ever, while it is true that you will work very hard this semester, I can 
promise you that you will not have four hours of homework a night or 
have to write ten essays in a single weekend—though you will write 
more than ten essays over the course of the entire semester. The truth 
is that you can expect to have about 45 minutes of homework a night—
some nights more, of course, and some nights less; and, every once in 
a while, you won’t have any homework at all … And, of course, you’ll 
get to hear great stories about some of my lady friends.

Mr. Smith’s address to his AP U.S. Government 
and Politics class, Day One, Spring 2010.



Document 8

11/2009: “You should give less busy-work and homework.”

11/2009: “I haven’t really learned anything in this class. Taking notes 
and creating the PowerPoint presentations leaves me to teach myself. 
Anything I have learned in this class I’ve taught to myself.”

04/2008: “The room has no color. It’s weird.”

11/2007: “You should put yourself on a more personal level with 
students.”

05/2006: “The tests are hard and I don’t like the DBQs. Oh, and no 
more homework, please.”

Excerpts from students’ evaluations 
of Mr. Smith, Anonymous.

Document 9

05/2009: “Honestly, you are the best teacher I’ve ever had. You know 
what you’re talking about and really care about seeing us be success-
ful, which is really nice to know.”

05/2008: “I love the class and I’m learning a lot. The teacher’s organi-
zation helps me because I know exactly what is expected. I would love 
to take AP European History [with you] next year.”

11/2005: “I really enjoy this class, all of the work is truly beneficial and 
you are always so willing to answer any of our questions.”

05/2005: “You rock, Mr. Smith!”

05/2004: “Have a good summer with those lady-friends. You’re doing 
a great job! Keep it up! … The notes helped but sometimes just seemed 
like so much! But your class is great!”

Excerpts from students’ evaluations of Mr. Smith, Anonymous. 


